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Wandsworth Common Protection Association 
For the imm~dl~te pul'pose of (i.) representing to the Royal Commissioners of the 

ratr1ot,o Fund the justice and equity either of resto1•ing the land l'ecently 
ensod ~or profit, to the ori~inal use of the School or all~wing its 
~nnexat,on to tl~e Common ; (1i.) ~irecting public attention to the grievous 
amage now be1!1g don~ by vehicular tl'affio orossing a portion of the 

Comm~_n, b_y public meetin~s, memorials, petitions, or other lawful means· 
apnd (111.), if ncoossary, bringing the 01rcu111stanoes unde1• the notioe of 

arllament. 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF BATTERSEA AND WANDSWORTH. 
The_ Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund about 

1~56, acquired, at a nominal cost, the large portion of 55 acres 
o_ your Common for the purpose of a school site to be "a 
v1s1ble an,d permanent memorial of the national generosity." 
The boys school and 11 acres of the land\vere sold in 1882 

and 19¼ acres of the remaining land have been recently leased 
for a "cabbage garden," its ultimate use being unknown. 
The map shows th,e school site and the land leased. 

~nittbW~1ft ~4lmtt\ott J~ofo~fiolt l$$odntfott. 
For the in_1mediate purp~se of (i.) representing to the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund the Justice and equity 

either ~f restoring the land, recently le111od for profit to the original use of the School or allowing its 
ann_exat,on to the Cof!lmon; (ii.) d1reoting publio att~ntion to the grievous damage now' being done by 
veh,oul.ar traf!l_~ o~ossmg a portlo.n ~f the Co1_nmon, by publio meetings, memorials, petitions, or other lawful 
means, and (111.), ,t necessary, brmg,ng the orroumstnnoes under the notice of Parliament. 
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Dec~mbel' lltl,, 1886. 
To the Inhabitants of the parishes of Battersea and Wandsworth, and others interested 

in maintaining open spaces for purposes of public recreation. 
ABOUT THIRTY YEARS AGO, for a nominal consideration, the Lord of the ilia.nor and 

Commoners generously allowed some fifty-five acres of the Common to be transferred to the Royal 
Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund for the ptu'pose of a site for two schools for the ma.iutenance 
and education of the orphan children of our soldiers and sailors who sacrifice their lives in the defence 
of their country. Aided by a handsome subscription list, and by the unceasing exertions of the par
liamentary representative of the division-Sir Henry W. Peek, Bart.,-the inhabitants of the district 
procured the passing of the Wandsworth Common Act in 1871, to secure the remnant of the 
Common "for pm-poses of health and unrestricted exercise and recreation." The purpose of this 
circular is to expla.in, to those in search of information, the unwa1Tantable injury which has been, 
and is still being, done by the action of the Royal Commissioners of the Pntriotic Fund, by leasing, 
for profit, a portion of the laud which originally formed part of the Common, whose tenant now 
conducts an extensive vehicular traffic over a portion of th9 existing open Common. It can, tho1·eforc, 
create no slll'prise that measw·es should have been taken, first to ascertain the yfows aucl opinions o[ 
the inhabitants, and next to make representations and take such action ns thu circumstances rcn<ler 

desirable. 
:a ~ublic .{Jl)eetfng was held at the Wandsworth Town Hall, on Monday evening, November 

15th, 1886. The room was crowded, and the attendance greatly exeeeded the expectations of the 
Committee. Mr. JOHN BELL kindly presided, and the letters received are Indicative of wide-spread 
sympathy; our reference must necessarily be eonflned to a few very brief extracts, vlz :-

SIR IIENRY W. PEEK, BAIi'!',-" Wimbledon lloubo, 9th 'o,·., 1 G. You mny put_ mo 1101111 for ten \lOUII<!• in ai<l 
of tho fund. In uouncction with my j'urlinmontmy cn1·ccr, 1 look bnck to Cow thmgo with moro r.Btisfnction than 
tho po.rt I took in securing for the pubic 011joymc11t tho 1·0,naius of your Common." 

SIR J. J. 'J'REVOR LAWRENCE, BAni·., J\f.P.-" Burford Lodgu, Dorkiug, 9th Nov., 1886. I fully sympathi e wiUt 
tho object or the meeting, nud •houl<l bo glnd to help if I conltl. But I have nn cugagomont hero or long atnnding 
wh.ich makes it impossible. With hearty good wishes, I nm, ,, . " 

THE LORD BRABAZON.-" 83, Lnncruiter Gntc, W., 9th No,,., 1 6. Lord Brnbn1.on, whilst th1111ki111f, you for yocir 
note of this dnto, regrets that ab•ence from tom1 will prevont hi• being with you 011 !ho 15th instant. ' 

J. FLE'.l'CHER MOUL'fON, EsQ., Q.C.-"74, Onslow Gnrdc~s, .W., Nov. Oth,l 86. ~ greatlyrogret.that I am n1teady 
011gagod for the ovouiug of tbo lotl1, or I should b~dchght cl to bo nt yolll· maotmg •• , , 1 a111coroly hope that 
tlio stops now being tnken wiJI lend, not only to the cuncl'SSion of tho vory moclomte dom11mlij that aro now boing 
mode, but ml! ultinllltely hring about the rClltitution ol th~ ground itself." 

o. V. MORGAN, EsQ., ?tr.P.-" 13, The Boltons, South lfonsiugton, S. W., Otl_1 Nov., 18 6. I. am,,engaged for Monda, 
next, otherwise it woulcl giVo mo great plenaure to ho pre•ent ot your maot111g on tlt&t 01·on111g. 

c. A. v. CONYBEARE, Ei;q., llf. P.-" Queen .A nno's Mansions, , . W., 10-11 -86. My 0 1rn Yiew llll_ to all thoao q11ostion1 
of intcrforPuco by i11clividu11b with tho public righ'?' over Con,montt nud _waste., _by tho roa,l 1~~ &c., _Is, tlult au 
JlCl'liOll interested in the locality ought t.o l1ovo the right to lotlg,• L, ro.'11p!a111t 11ga111st such l111hv1dual with 
authorities; ancl that the latter should be compolled, upon such npphcnuon, to t;iko tho matter up, an,...d,..,.,. __ _ 
fight it out." 
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E. COOPER WILLIS, EsQ., Q.C.-" 32, Lincoln's Inn Fields, No,•embcr 10, 1886. Had it not been forth . 
ment I shonl<l hnvo mncle n point of acceptiug your invimt[ou. 'fru.sting thnt you will not only h,w 8 prio~ engage. 
mceti11g, but n.lso that tbo steps proposed to be tnkcn will produce o. sntisfo.ctory result." 6 h,1fufactoiy 

JAMES T. SAU:SDEUS, E Q.-"Cnrvalln Lodge, Upper Tooting, .W., 12th Nov., 1886. I nm n't . 
with the r olu tions auu memorial, nuu trtt11t the ociation 11 ill not relax their exertion$ buqt I c 111 8J~npathy 

REV. 

s11cccssful conclusion." • carry them to n 

RUS ELL WIN~, .M ,I. - "5, Dorlcote Road, Wnnds:worth Common, S.W., 12th Nov. 18 . 
doubtless be sufficient for me to n ~urc you of my henrty mtorest and symp&thy iu the bnsinc,;; 1 .86· It will 
in ho.n\l, nud 1 can only hopo thnt tho efforts thnt 111·0 being made .... not only to saf•gulll'll ~1:•c~ r,,ou havi 
the immodinte 11eighbom·hood, but also to confer a benefit upon the metropolis in general may ~;n. reat.s 0 
s11cce~. •• ' em a great 

JOIIN S. GI LLI.A.'f. EsQ., .M.P.-" Ohnrleywoocl Cedars, Wntforci, Nov. 12th, 1886. I entirely ympathuo with 
O 

• 
effort to pi-eser,•o our open spaces nnd tho bcnnty of the Suburban Commons, and I o.m apecinlly mte~ted to i.:•~ 
thnt thc!'e is an nctivo public spirit aroused for the protection of Wandsworth Common. . . . It is worth while 
to struggle enmcstly for the p1 eservntiou of nil thnt remains." 

JOflN BLACKFl&I.RO, EsQ.-" Wl1crnsido, Wandsworth Common, 
the resolutions nm! momorinl, nncl the object you hnve in view. 
attend the lllCNing." 

• W., 13tl1 :=:.ov., 1886. I thoroughly agree \\'ith 
I nm very busy, but if I can spare the time'! wul 

J. C. BU'CIUI.ASTER, E,,q.-" Hth Nov., 18 6. The Inn<! taken by the Royal Com.mi ioners of the Patriotic Fun,! 
was greatly in excess of their requirements for n girls' school, nnd on~ht to hnve been re.sistc,l :it the time. I 
nlwnys feared thnt tho ultimnto object would be something like thnt winch hns now come nbout, but this is not tho 
end of it-to cover the land 11ith bnilclini,'ll will be the fi111d result." 

LETTEns, nml 'l'P.LEOIIAM•, were received from many others, expressing regret at their inability to be present, iucluwnq 
0110 from ,\fr. Kimb-01·, jnn., in ncknowlo,lgmeut of nn invitation to ;\fr. HE .. RY KLUBER, M.l'., who wuabroa<1 
nt the time, on ,1 hose cord in I sympathy uncl support, it 11 "" stated the meeting might rely. 

meso(UtfOllS anl:) fJDemorfa(.-Thc followiug rc.,olutious and memorial were cordially a.lopted by tho 
:Mectfog, vu. :-

" 'ij:bat, innsmnch ns the Wnndswo1-th Common Act of 1871 [34 anu 3~ Yict., eh. clu i) provides that 
it ,hall be tho duty of tho Conscrrntors 'to keep tho Colllmon fo1· over open and 1111enclo.c<l a111l unboilt 
on [ cl. 33) for purposes of hcaltl1 nm! lllll'Ostdcterl oxm-ciso nm! recrn11tion ' [ cl. 3i], this l[ceting deaina 
to rcconl it, drnpc.,t rng1et tho.t tho Patriotic School Authorities 11ml thou-Tenant houl,1 h ve establiahed 
an extons1vo • vehicular tmllic' [cl. fi ] ncro.s" p01tio11 of tho Common whereby mo.t moua damage 
hos been done to th tul'f, gorse, und footpath (d. a5J centl"&ry to the spirit an,l intention of the Act." 

ii. "Ubat, ns tho Schools nud G!'011lllls o.s fh·st cstubli•hecl wo1-o intended to nlloru n '.-i il le and ~"1t 
memorial of tho notionnl generosity,' this Meeting tlcsirM to re:0111 it emphatic prot t ni,>ain t the 
of the Hoynl Vommissionors m lcll!ling more thnn n thilll of the Janel to n 1unrket garJener, autl reapec 
urges tlmL •lops shoul1I be taken to cxtiugui. h the leaae granted with a view to restoring the land to 
the use of tho school or iL~ n11ncx1Ltion to tho Common." 

... "'ij:f)at tho Chninno.n 011 bchnlf of this Meeting, bo r-or111mtt-,I to align tho llemo1ial to bo pttlClllted to 111• Lhc Ro;·o.1 Commissio,:ou of tho Pnl! iot ic Funt!, anu tl1at a copy bo forwarded to each mdividual member 
of the L'ommibSion." 

'ij:o tbe mo~al <tommfsstone1·s of tbe t)attfotfc funt,. 
~be fIDetnOl'ia( of the Jnhabito.nts of the po.rishos of .Ba~ §Dd Wandsworth in Public 

:,\Ieetiug asscmblccl. 

$f)e\"et~l)at Lhe Royal Oomrnis~ioners of the Po.tiiotic 
benefit of this No.tional Chanty from the Lord o! the _ 
of Batterson and Wandsworth, m or about the year 1865, :f 
Wandsworth Common as a site :whereon to ere~t two toh~la for 
the orphan childre!l, boys ~~d girls, of the soldiers OJJ.d 
the defence of theu· counLr) · "-'",-l'IIM!II 

'ij:bat in consequence of the Commissioners ha.~1 
about clev~n acres, an~ l;aving recently lea,ed for pl'O 
counection with the Girls Scho?l Lo ~ market ~en 
district that 1t is the ultimo.to mtcnt1on of the Co 
purposes. 

Ubat, although a l?dgc hn~ boon erected a.na 
the Girls' School maintamecl tins app:o~ch has 
by the enclosure of the s1to the Comnuss10ners a.p 
mo.ps show to ha'\'e existed. 

l cost, for the 
the pa.riahea 
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The boys' school and 11 acres of the land were sold m 1882, 
and 19½ acres of the remaining land have been r~cently leased 
for a "cabbage garden," its ultimate use being unknown. 
The map shows the school site and the land leased. 
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ffib1n1:l11lturrth ([.ommon l]rotecti.on Jl_sgodation. 

For the imm,edi,ate pl,rpose of (i.) repruenting to the Royal Commt'ssioner& of the Patriotic Pwnd the justice and eff.Uity 
eith.er of restoring the land, recenJ,ly le,ased for profit, to the rrriginal use of tlte School or all owing its anne=tion to 
the Crnnnum; (ii.) directing publi.c atuntion to tlte grU110tu damage now being done by vehi.cular traffic crossing a 
portion of the Common, by publi.c meetings, memorials, petition8, 01· other lawful mea'ILB; and (iii.), if n.uessary, to 
bring the circumstances under the noti.ce of Parliament. 

To EDWARD STEELE, Esq., Honorary Treasu'rer, 

Turret Lodge, Routh Road, Wandswo'rth Cowmon, S. W . 

Sir,-I herewith enclose a contribution of .£ 
the Association. 

Name 

Title ______ _ 

, in aid of 

Address ________________ _ 

BANKERS: The London and South Western Bank, Limited (Clapham Junction Branch), 3, Garfield 
Ter'race, Clapham Junction, S.W. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------· 

<!Manbgtn.orth QI:mnm.on Jrotedion J\-.6.s.oriation. 

EDWARD STEELE, Esq., Hon. Treasurer, Turret Lodge, Routh Road, Wandsworth Common, S.W . 

Receii·ed, with thanks, from ___ _____________ _ 

the sum of_ __________ pounds __ 

and ___________ pence _________ _ 

N. B.-A statement of Receip1.s and E.xpenditure will be prepared hy the Committee and forw 
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, Ube ~atrtottc jfunb.-Ti-m FoLLowrno • 
THE RoYAL COMMISSIONERS OF THE PAT . .. F FAO.rs, '£AKEN FROM •rHE OFFICIAL R ~ 
MAY RENDER MATERIAL ASSIST RIOIIO < UND, CANNOT FA EPORTS OF A CE 'l'O THOSE r ' IL 'l'O BE OF PUBLIC INTEREST AND 

AND PURPOSE OF THE p ATRIOT F . ' '' HO DESIRE 'l'O BECOME AOQUA.IN' ' IC UND, VlZ. :- r TED WITH THE ORIGIN 

How raised.-The coutributim • • 
cOTLA.ND, £149,747 • Ann " ls me thus officuilly summarised: ENGLAND a 

British Residents and othe~ inav/' -~oekya.rds, ~ospitnls, Civil Service, Police &:d ii/~::•. £H .4'.991; Ilrn~AND, £60,047; 
the. Manor and Commone,s '~?~hC,uus,?' £80,772; ~• it un"t b, ~Jd,d th~ C~nt;it•hJ' "'r1on '£815,390; 
theu• Common the p e parishes of Battersea and W d u ion o the Lord of 
;, ,;guifi=t ,_»'c,mtrlb r~sent market value of the land bein r an sworth was ftfty-ftve acres of 
"sp,mtn.neous bounty of :ions oflnrge nmo_uut have boeu received from ag~ic~lt~~~~;yt ~!Oo,100. '£h_e following oxtmct 
"have felt a atrio . . e 1)ens1mtry ; artisans, llomcstic servants work a is !'IC ~11 _ri_ll'al 1>al'lshe~, swc1lcll by the 
"tl . P tic p1'1de and a generous satisfncti . ' people, labourers, mdi Vlllunlly ancl in associations, 
" d,' mn;•"' of ll" R,fo,m,tmy Asylum Sm HJ St°'\ ";;~•~•fag tbo> s,",.;gu·, ,pp.,L lu ouo ,trildng ;.,ton~ 
" •=• "" •. mW, tbot ;t, vah .. u,;ght b. ,rr,:oo :::· ·, . '.'hn'"'"''· ... ""' lit,,.uy uothmg ,r th,;, ow, .. ,.,,, dW.i 

even the chilch·en of the llooi·er clnsses hav t ieu gift.. "\Ve deem 1t a fact deserving your J.I&jesty's notice, tho.t 
"bounty."-First Report of the R al (J, e v_e~ generally coutnhuted their 'mite' to enlarge the amount of the No.tion's
Pnpe1· 163, Session 1 5 . Price 

1
:~ ommisaioii,crs of the Partriotic P1md, 185 , page 11, clmuc 3. ( Pa1·lianum.lary 

A COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE FUND IN 1858 and 1886. 
The Patriotie Fund in 1886.-" The assets of the 

"Fund a1·e valued o.t the 31st Deeember, 1886, o.s 
"worth £428,759, in comparison with £438,173, at the 
"3l~t December, 1884. The cho.nge i to he o.scrihed to the 
" expimtion of o. tenninable Aum1ity on the 5th Ap1il, 
'' 1885, of which the final instnlmcut nmonnteu to 
"£8,450 4s. 2d., and to a reduction that has tnken place 
"in t,he cnsh balance." -Twenty-fourth J;eport of the Royar 
Commissione1·s of the Patriotic Fund to her Jfojesty th,. Queen, 
page ~2(Parl. Paper 0-4 69, c, ion 1886, price 6½d.) 

,. The Part_iotic_ Fund in 1858.-"lu our first report 
, . ~o your MaJesty m May, 1 55, we stated that tl1e Patriotic 
"~nnd loyall! an~ gen~rously contribu1ed up to that time 

Y your hlaJesty s subJects in all parts of your dominions 
"exceeded £1,000,000. It now (Feb. 9th, 1868) 
"am~u~ts to £1,453,045."-Sceoncl Report of the lloya1 
Commu;sio1itrs of the Patriotic F1md, page 43, cla11$e 2 
(Pctrliwm,cnteT1J Paper 163, Session 1858, 11riec ls) 

The original intention of the Royal Commissioners (1856).-" Your Committee feel thnt tl1ey cannot 
"exclude from tl1eir cousicleratiou the desire which they believe to be entertninccl by the Roynl Commissioners, that the 
'' School to be established should afford a visible and permanent memorial of the national generosity 
"which has provided the means for its foundation." Second Report of the Royal C'omllli. ·ioncrs of the Patriotic 

F11111d, 1856, Appendix 6, 1,agc 57 (Parli(J//1wnta1·y Papers 163, Sc.ssion 185 , price ls.) 
" The Land not required for the Asylum (1885). - " A. fonce has been erectecl to SCl)l\\'lltO the land wl,ich 

'is not at 1n·esent requir d for the use of the Asylum from tho.t which it is necessary to retain : an,l o.fter llllblic 
advertisement the Committee have arrangecl for letting the form buildings, a cottage, 1111d the lnnd not m 1uired for the 

"Asylum (about 19½ ncre ), to a desirable tcnnnt, who will make certnin im1wovomeuts aml l)ay a r<'ntal of .£150 \lt'f 
"annum for n period of twenty-one years, foregoing any claim for comµousation at the e. piration of that 11crio<l. for anv 
" further improvement$ be may have made <luring his tenancy beyond those now ngreed upon." • 

"At the expiration of the twenty-one yenrs (sho\llll tho land be rcquirotl for Pn.triotic Fuml 1n111)ose ) tl1c tenant is 

" to vacate ; but if not so required, tho tcmmt is to have the occupation for n fmthcr 1)orioll of twl'nty-onc years, upon 
,, o.n increased rental of £50 per annmn.''-'.l'1,cnly:fourth Rcpol't of tl1c Royal Com111i.··io111l's of 11~ Patriotic Fund to Ilrr 

Majesty the Qiiun, 1886, vaue 8, r,la11M 10. (P<trl. Paptl' C 4869, ._cssion 1S86, Prict 6!d.) 
Other interesting particulars will ho foun<l in tho "Corrcepondenco betweN1 tl10 War Office and the Royal Com• 

"missioners for the Patriotic Fnncl relative to tho con 'tion of tho Fuml.''-(Parlimncntary Paper, 0-2,956, prirJJ 211., 
Sessi01i 1881.) .Also the "Re11ort of n. nb-Conunittco."-(Parliamcntary PapQ', C--S,001, price 21d,, &ssion 18S1.) 

The Royal Com mi · oner, are undoubtedly in the position ol Trustees oh ational OhatilJ', 
but the Committee of this ~seociation do not admit that the Trustees a.re entitled to exercise lho 
functions of their office to the injury ol the Common or danger to the inhabitants, • OD, ii in the li1'I 

instance, the land had been purchased at • lair me.Tket price; but hen it is borne in mind thal 1h 
!e,nd-lormerly Common Laud-was virtually given for a specific purpose lihe • al: • 8',hoold 
the inbabita.nts are justifiea in believing that they have reasonable and prop 

they are a.dopting. --
Contributors may obtain copies and other information on appUoa.tlon 

secretary, 3, Dorlcote Roa.d, Wandsworth comm 



w andsworth common Protection Association 
. t' g to the Royal Comm1ss1oners of the 

For the imm~di~te pudrp~~e _of?·) repf%e~it~n either of restoring the land, r~oen~ly 
Patr1ot1c Fun ,e JUS iche an . . I e of the School or allowing its 
leased for pt•ofit, to t e origina us • t? t th grievous 
annexation to th_e Common; (ii.)h~irrinf pffi~lt~t~o~!i'~t: ~ortron of the 
damage now being done by ve io~ ar r~ . h ' I ful means. 
Common, by public meetin~s, !"'emor,als_, petitions, or o\ e1, :r notice of 
and (iii.), if necessary, bringing the circumstances un e1 e 
Parliament. 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF BATTERSEA AND WANDSWORTH. 
The Royal Commissioners of the Patrioti~ Fund, about 

1856, acquired, at a nominal cost, the large port1~n of 55 ac:~s 
of your Common for the purl?ose of a sch_ool site to b~ ~ 
visible and permanent memorial of the nat10nal generosity. 
The boys' school and 11 acres of the land'were sold in 1882, 
and 19½ acres of the remaining land have been recently leas~d 
for a "cabbage garden," its ultimate use being unknown. 
The map shows th_e school site and the Ian~ leased. 

?/~ 

A. Land recentlv lensed; 19½ :icrcs, 

w, B. Strip of comtnon cut up by traffic to 
C gateway of tenant. 

C. House newly built for ten:int. 

i.-Are you opposed to the alienation of this land? 
Then support the Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 

ii.-Are you opposed to the land being leased to a tenant instead of 
being properly cultivated for the benefit of the children? 

Then support the Wandsworth Cornman Protection Association. 
iii.-Are you opposed to the continuance of heavy wheeled traffic 

across the open Common ? 
Then support the Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 

iv.-Are you in favour of the continuance of this land as an open 
space? 

Then support the Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 
v.-Are you in favour of the annexation to the Common of any 

"land not required" for the purpose of the School? 
Then support the Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 

vi.-Are you desirous that Parliament should prevent flll'ther damage 
to the Common ? 

Then support the Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 
[SEE OVER-OPINIONS OP THE PRESS. 
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WANDSWORTH COMMON.-Opinions of the Press 
~ 

''The attempt which is being made to prevent the e . 
public trust deserves the sympathy of the whole of Lo~drverSion of a. 
w?rth. and Ba!tersea are doing a public service in thuson. ~ands
drrectmg attention to the subject. . . ·wandsworth Com!ers~tently 
of _the ~ost us~ful breathing grounds in Southern London. on 15 one 
It is qmte possible that they L the Royal Commissioners of th~ 'P • : . • 
Fund]_ m_ight prove to be within their legal rights if they sold it t_th~~~] 
for bmldmg purposes, though, if that should prove to be the case, ·t 
would be the duty of Parliament to reconsider the terms of the gi~ 
. . There can be no doubt for what purpose the land was put 
mto their hands, and they can have no moral right to use it for an 
other purpose. It was given for Schools for the Orphans; and if it ~ 
not neede~ for that purpose it should be handed back to the public .... 
Th: fear IS naturally and justly entertained at vVandsworth that-
le!ting _these acr~s for market gardens is the first step. It is an act of 
alienation. It 1s setting up a kind of private ownership. . . . 
If for market gardens, why not for houses and streets? is the questioa. 
people ask; and there is no answer."-Daily News, Nov. 18th, 1886. 

"The inhabitants of Battersea and Wandsworth have a very clear 
grievance against the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund ; and 
they are taking vigorous action, by public meeting and otherwise, to get 
that grievance removed. The schools and grounds as ~t 
established were intended to afford a 'visible and permanent memorial of 
the national generosity,' but since that time the Commissioners have sold 
the boys' school, ana with it a site of eleven acres ; and they have leased 
for profit nearly twenty acres of the site in connection with. the girls' 
school to a market gardener, who,_ forsooth, is also a lime and cement 
merchant a tar pavior, and a contractor for public works, whose horses 
and carts' have for months past been working over a portion of the 
common, doing damage to the_ turf and the footpaths, notwithstan~g 
the fact that in 1871 the inhabitants secured at great cost the passmg 
of an Act to preserve the remainder of their commo?. They claim now 
that the Commissioners should not allow any portion of the grounds, 
whether leased or unleased at the present time, to be diverted for build
ing purposes · and that they shall give some assurance that the school 
and the wh;le of the grounds as originally esta~1ished shall either 
~ontinue to be 'a v~sible and perman~nt memon~l ~f th_e national 
generosity w~ich 1?r?v1ded the means for its foundation, or 1f not ~ow 
required for 1ts ongmal purpose be restore_d t~ the common. That 1s a 
perfectly fair and reason.able request. and 1t will be strongly u:ged 3:t tht 
.meeting to be held to-mght at Ealham. At any rate, the mhab1tants 
will not cease their exertion~, for they know fu~l well _that if they do the 
end of it will be the c~vermg of_ th~ la~d with bmldings. Our map 
[on the first page] explams the ag1tat1on. -Pall Mall Gazelle Dece-,nbtr 
17//1, 1886. 



3 

"If we were asked to point out to a stranger the suburban common 
which is the most striking example of modern encroachments, we should 
take him to Wandsworth. . . The Patriotic Fund Commis
•sioners obtained a large slice of the common thirty years ago as a site 
for an orphan school. . . . . It was made for a specific purpose, 
.and the people of Battersea and Wandsworth naturally object to the 
manner in which the Commissioners are using the land. A portion has 
been let to a tenant who coolly drives carts and waggons over the furze 
.3.nd turf, and a third of the land granted to the Patriotic Fund Com
missioners is let out as a cabbage garden."-The Eclt0, November 18th, 
.1886. 

"The Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund must be assumed 
to be patriots. . . The property they are vested with is the 
outcome of a noble self-sacrifice exerted in a noble cause, the care of 
the helpless victims of a cruel, though chivalrous war, in which English 
blood was poured out without stint in vindication of the national honour. 
. . ,v e hear sometimes of filial ingratitude, the misuse of 
parental gifts made at the sacrifice of health and life. A profligate son 
will sell a memento of his departed mother for a drink of beer. He is 
a low fellow, and an abandoned wretch. But he is not without excuse. 
The Royal Patriotic Commissioners, occupying a high position in the 
State, have leased a part of the Battersea.and Wandsworth gift for profit 
to a market gardener ! It is even feared that they will eventually con
tract the breathing space, and diminish the lives of the givers by sur
rendering the enclosure to building purposes. The Commissioners are 
honourable men, and their patriotism is unquestionable. Do they not 
.administer a Patriotic Fund? They force us to an apparent contra
diction. They are unpatriotic patriots."-Wandsworth and Putney 
Observer, November 2o;h, I 886. 

"The proceedings at the enthusiastic meetings held at the Town 
Hall, Wandsworth, on Monday, and at the Bolingbroke Hall, on 
Thursday, serve to shew that the ratepayers of Battersea and Wands
worth are awakening to their rights in respect of the land, formerly part 
of Wandsworth Common, now being so seriously misused by the 
Patriotic Fund Commissioners. . The agitation now set on 
foot must be continued. When Parliament meets, Mr. Gilliat and Mr. 
Cosmo Bonser must follow up, by motion or question, their speeches at 
the meeting of Thursday last, when they are sure to be ably sec<mded 
by Mr. Kimber and others. The members for Wandsworth Borough 
and for the Clapham Division of Battersea are equally interested in this 
question, the boundary between the two parishes traversing the land in 
dispute, and the county is also concerned."-Putney and Wantisworth 
Borough News, N(}1)cmber 2ot/1, 1886. 
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. "The question of t_he condition of Wandsworth Con . 
mg a large amount of interest, not only in the parishe;n:on is aro1.1s. 
affect~d, but a1;1ongst Londoners generally. . . . imrnectiate\y 
ques_t1o_n now at issue is not so much whether the Comm· •. The lega\ 
Patnot1_c Fund are within their rights in letting twenty ac~~:1~~e;~ of the 
for agricultural purposes-that has yet to be tested-as h he land 
lessee has the right to take his carts across, and cut up whw t e~ er the 
and truly the common."-.Mz,i' Surrey Gazette, Novembe; 20 ,\ ~~;i~l\y 

PHOTOGRAPHS.-Photographs, showing the state of th1 

Common as described below, may be purchased from the 

A 

B 

C 

Hon. Sec., price Is. each, viz. :- , 

WANDSWORTH COMMON-Rear of the Girls' Patriotic School. 
The portion in which the cattle are seen shows the land 

fenced off and recently leased to a market gardener. 
Novemlm· 30th, 1886. 

WANDSWORTH COMMON-Rear of the Girls' Patriotic School. 
The ''quagmire•: created by the vehicular traffic of the tenant over 

the open common; the white patches show the pools of water, some of 
which are nearly knee-deep. November 30th, 1886. 

WANDSWORTH COMMON-Rear of the Girls' Patrioti? School \ 
"Just past the willows a rough muddy road br8.Rche~ off mto two ~P-

1 h d a miry cart roads worse than many n. oolomal bush track. -IJJ:;;1:; ;ews;u o!tober 23rd, 1886. 'The house for the tenant is alsn shown near 
the entrance to the grounds. November SOtl,, 1S86 

~ 

FUNDS ARE REQUIRED.-Contributions of Is. and up
wards constitute Membership; they should be addressed 
to Edward Steele, Esq., Honorary Treasurer, Turret Lodge,. 

Routh Road, Wandsworth Common, S.W. 

Copies and other information may be obtained on appli
cation, by letter, to the Honorary Secretary, 3, Dorlcote 

Road, Wandsworth Common, S.W .. 
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Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 
"The fear is naturally and justly entertained at Wandsworth that the letting 

"these acres for market gardens is the first step [to building]. It is an act of 
"alienation. It is setting up a kind of private ownership. . . If for market gar
" dens, why not for houses and streets? is the question people ask, and there is no 
'' answer."-Daily News, Novernber 18th, 1886. 

"Every new proposal for destroying a Common should be watched with the 
"utmost jealousy."-Manital of Political Economy by the (Tate) Right Hon. Henry 
Fctwcett, M.P.; Sixth Edition, p. 237. 

"The whole area of London is insufficient to supply its population with fresh 
"air, and the free space that is wanted for wholesome recreation."-Oonteniporary 
Review, February, 1884, by Alfred Marshall, Esq., Professor of Political EC01wmy, 
Cantbridge. 

1Report of tbe <totnn1ittee 
ON THE 

GRIEVOUS DAMAGE 
TO 

w·ANDSWORTH COMMON. 
MARCH, 1887. 
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4 An Easy Remedy: Memorials : First Public Meeting : Resolution s 

An Eas_y _Remedy.-It was, and still is in the power of the 
R?yal Comnnss10ners of the Patriotic Fund, if they so desire to 
withdraw th~ ':ehicular traffic of their tenant from the ~pen 
Common which 1s devoted, under the authority of an Act of Parlia,. 
ment to ''purposes of health and unrestricted exercise and recreation " 
and to give " some ass111·ance " that the gmunds connected with 
the school shall continue to be maintained as an open space. 

The administration o-f the Patriotic Fund is, in the largest sense 
of the term, a matter of public concern; the money was contributed 
by a generous public for a purpose o-f wide national interest, and it 
ought to be possible to manage its affairs "Without the slightest in
fringement of, or injury to any portion of the open Common. 

The Royal Commissioners are undoubtedly in the position of 
Trustees of a National Charity, but the Committee of this .d.Ssociation 
cannot admit that the Trustees are entitled to exercise the functions 
of their office to the injury of the Common or danger to the 
inhabitants. The land was recently Common Land, it "as pur
chased at a very low agricult111·al value, and the money was raised by 
public subscriptions for a specific purpose, viz: the use of the chools. 
Under these circumstances, the Committee feel that the inhabitan 
are justified in believing that they have reasonable and proper 
grounds for using every legitimate effort in their power '' to maintain 
•' the Common unimpaired and the land attached to the school a~ 
"an open space." 

Every true friend of public rights and of the maintenance of open 
spaces must regret the circumstances which have rendered necea ary 
the formation of this Committ.ee, but the inhabitants ha,e a ria-ht to 
expect that ~arliament will-in that si:iirit of equitable fairn~ by 
which its action has ever been characterised-take such mea-s111·e~ 
may be necessary to effectually protect the Common for the enjoy
ment of the people. 

Memorials to the Commissioners.-The views held b the 
inhabitants of the district have been clearly tated in no les 'than 
four Memorials, containing_ re~pectful representations to the Ro al 
Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund, from Public Meetin!IB and 
from Public Representative Bodies in the di trict. t"> 

The First Pub~ic Meeting was held at the Wandswor h Towu 
Hall, under the auspices of the Association, on November 15th, 1 6. 
There was a ?ro~vde~ att~ndance ; Mr. John Bell pre ided and 
many letters, md1catmg wide-spread svmpath ·th ·t 1 

• d Th f 11 • J w1 1 purpo e, were rece~ve • e o owmg resolutions and .· 1 . 
adopted, viz. :- memona We.I 

i. •• Cfillmt, inasmuch as the Wandsworth C 
eh- clxx:ri.J provides that it shall be ·th 0~f 0n Aot of 1871 L34 and 35 Viet,. 
the Common for ever open and u e u Y of the Conservators • to ke P 
purposes of health and unrestl'iot nenclos~d and unbuilt on [c.l. 38) for 
:Meeting desires to re-.:?ord its deed ~:x.ercise and recreation• [c.l. 87), thi 
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iiesoiutions : Memorial : Conespondenee with the Commissioners. 5 

Authorities and their Tenant should have established an extensive 
'vehicular traffic' [cl. 58] across a portion of the Common whereby most 
serious damage has been done to the turf, gorse, ancl footpath [cl. 35J 
contrary to the spirit and intention of the Act." 

ii. '' 'mltat, as the Schools and Grounds as first established were intended to 
afford a 'visible and permanent memori!l.l of the national generosity,' this 
Meeting desil·es to record its emphatic protest against the action of the 
.Hoyal Commissioners in leasing more than a thitd of the land to a market 
gardener, and respectfully urges that steps i.;hould be taken to extingui::h 
the lease granted with a view to restoring the land to the use of the school 
or it-s annexation to the Common." 

iii. "<fillntl, the Chairman, on behalf of this Meeting, be requested to sign the 
Memorial to be presented to the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic 
Fund, and that a copy be forwarded to each individual member of the 
Com.mission." 

ilro the ~lo}.lal <lr:.ommis:3i.omrs .of tltc t'3ntriotic cfiunl>. 

Ube Memorial of the Inhabitants of the parishes of Battersea and Wands
worth in Public Meeting assembled. 

~h.tludlt, 
'tlrlmi the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund acquired, at a nominal 

cost,* for the benefit of this National Charity from the Lord of the Ma.nor and 
Commoners of the parishes of Battersea and Wandsworth, in or about the year 
1855, fifty.five acres of the land known as ·wandsworth Common as a ite where
on to erect two schools for the education and training of the orphan children, 
boys and girls, of the soldiers and sailors who haJ laid down their lfres in the 
defence of their country. 

U:lntt, in consequence of the Commissioners having sold the Boys' chool and 
a site of about eleven acres, and having recently leased for profit nearly twenty 
acres of the site in connection with the Girls' School to a market gardener there 
is much apprehension in the district that it is the ultimate intention of 
the Commissioners § to dispose of it for building purposes. 

'1![ha:t, although a lodge t has beeu-erected ancl au approach to the !!'round in 
the rear of the Girls' School maintained this approach has been eldom u·ed tor 
many years past, while by the enclosure of the site the Commissioners 
appear to have stopped footpaths which ancient maps show to have 
existed. 

'<Elntt, duriJ1g the past nine months, the tenant of the ground in connection 
with the Girls' School has conducted an extensive vehicular traffic over a 
portion of the Common, thereby doing grievous damago to the hu-t: gorse, 
and footpath, contrary to the spirit and intention of th.o •· Waud worth ommon 
Act of 1871,'' wherein provision is made that the Common hnll be for v r OJ)Cn 

and unbuilt upon " for purposes of health _auu unre trictod exerci 'C 11.nd 
recreation." 

j.unr J'H.cmorfalist5, therefore, respectfully urge that the Com
missioners will not allow any portion of the grounds in connection 
with the Girls' School, at present leased or uuleasou, to be diverted 
for building purposes, but will give some assurance that the chool 
and the whole of the grouucls as originally established shall either 
continue to be '' a visible and permanent memoral of the national 
generosity which provided the means for its foundation," or if 
not now required for its original purpose, be restored to the Common. 

6\ttb 110.u..r Jitltmothtlt.oh~ as in duty bound will ever pray. 
-=- (Siguod) JOH BELL, 

Chairman of tlw Meeting, held in the Wandswo1·th 1'own Hall, Nov. 15th, 1 86. 

• £3,700, this is £68 per acre for land now worth £1,000 per acre. See Question in Parlia
ment, p g. 

Which they have not denied. 
rThis is termed a" Cottage" in theCommiulon ra'advortisement in the "Times" Newspaper 

of Juue rgth, 1885, It ha& now been CQl}verted into a large house for the tenant. 
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Correspondence with the Commissioners. 

Correspondence with the Commissioners. 

[COPY.] (i.) II WA rrn,wORTH COMMON PROTECTION A 'OClATION, 

"November 17th, 1886. 

,. " DlllAR Srn,-A well-attended Public Meeting of the inha"?itants of the district 
• was hehl at the Wanusworth Town Hall on Monday evening, November loth 
"18 6, for the purpose of recording a respectful protest against the grievou~ 
'' damage now, anrl for some time past, being done to the Common; and to 
" memorialise the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund relative thereto. 

"I am desired hy the Committee of this Association, under whose auspices the 
• meeting was summoned to forward to you the accompanying memorial, which 

'' was unanimously adopted and ordered to be signed by the chairman of the 
" meeting on behalf of those present ; antl I am to express the hope that the 
"Commissioners and their officers will give the subject their earnest consirlera. 
"tion. 

"As an indication of the strong feeling exhibited by the meeting, perhaps I 
'' should mention that the following resolution, which had been prepared by the 
" sub-committee and placed second on the list, was rejected by at least three or 
'' four to one, viz. :-

" That, without offering any opinion on the legal aspect of the action now 
"pending between the Conservators of Wandsworth Common and the Official 
"Trustees of the Patriotic Fund 11nd their tenant, this meeting desires to 
·• record its opinion that if the Patriotic School Authorities had provided, at 
11 a comparatively trifling cost, a suitable entrance from the Trinity Road for 
"their tenant, the action in question would have been quite unnecessary. 

11 Notwithstanding the rejection of this resolution there does exist a wide
" spread opinion that it would be an unfortunate and humiliating spectacle 
" should the funds of a national charity on the one hand and rates on the 
".other be squandered in an action at law, which becoming moderation 
"on both sides ought to render unnecessary. 

•• On_ the annexed leaf (see page 4] I append the resolutions adopted by the 
"meetrng. 

"I have, &c., (Signed) '' EDWARD JOHNSON, Hon. Sec. 
'' The Secretary of the 

"Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund." 

[ooPY.] (ii.) ·' RoYAL Uo:1rnr ::HON OF TUE PATRtono FUND 

,, 53, Cha.ring Cross, London S 'F 29tZ :\.' b 
' • ·r ·, i n ovem er I 6. 

"Sm,-1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 1 ' 
"(as Honorary Secr~tary of the Wandsworth Cornn etter_ of t~1e 17th i?s~q,nt 
"enclosing a Memonal from the -Inhabitants of th lon f1otect10n Association) 
"Wandsworth in Public Meeting assembled and 1 e _Panshes of Battersea and 
"of this Commissio~1 to inform you that it will ~~1 ~nstructed b_y the President 
"Royal Comm1ss1oners. In the meantime I uly considered by the 
"present moment legal proceedings 011 certai a~1 to remind you that at tho 
"Conservators--who arc ontrusteu by Act otPt~rits are p~ndiug between tho 
"Wandsworth Common-and the Royal Oom . . iament with the Protection of 

m1ss1onern who . tl 1 "I am further instructed to stat tl ' ai e le t efondants. 
,, carefully avoid the infringemente of tat th e Royal Commissioners will 

any public i t ,, the Commoners. n erests or the rights of 

"_I have, &c., (Si'guod) 
.. "W.M. H. 

"En. JOHNSON, Esq., Hon. Soc., .MUGFORD, Secrctcwy. 
'' ,V andswo1th Common Protecti \. . . 
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Correspondence with the Commfasfone:rs. 1 

[C0PY.J (iii.) "WANDSWORTH Co111M0N PROTECTION Asso0IATION. 
"Dece1nbe1· 3rd, 1886. 

"Dear Sir,--1 am desired by the Committee of t)1is Asso~iation to ac~uowledge 
"the receipt of your letter, dated the 29th ultnno, wntten by ~esn·~ of the 
"President, and convoying an intimation that the Memorial to wh1~h . it refers 
"will be duly considered by the Royal Commissioners of the Patnotic Fun~. 

"The Committee observe that 'the Royal Commissioners will carefully ,avoid 
"the infri.ngemeut of any public interests or the rights of the Commoner~ ; . and 
"the Committee assume,'in making this declaration, the Royal Commissioners 
"do not draw any distinction between themselves and their tenant. 

"With reference to the pending 'legal proceedings on certain points,' I am 
·' to state that the Committee of this Association have no authentic knowledge 
'' whatever on the 'points' about to be raised ; and they do not, at present, 
'' desire to express any opinion on the merits of the case other than to 
'' record their extreme regret that ' legal proceedings ' should be deemed 
" necessary. 

"I am instructed to mention that though the Conservators are, as yo~1: letter 
"states, the legal representatives for the administration of the prov1si?ns of 
"the Act, having duties to perform as well as rights to exorcise, ParhaIJ?ent 
"never intended that these circumstances should Le held to prohibit the right 
"of the inhabitants to take such action as they may think desirable to prevent 
" unfair and unnecessary damage. . 

"While firmly adhering to the views set forth in the Memorial, the Comnnttee 
" desire me to briefly supplement my previous communication. In the Twenty
" fourth Report of the Royal Commissioners, elated 1886, page 8, clause JO, there 
"appears a passage on which they would be glad to receive any observations 
"you may desire to offer for their informatjon. 1'he words are these:-' After 
"public advertisement, the Committee have arranged for letting the farm 
"buildings, a cottage, and the land not required for the Asylum (about 19½ 
'' acres) to a desirable tenant.' Could you kimlly furnish the dates and names 
'' of the London daily or local weekly newsJJapers in which the advertisement 
"appeared 1 The tenant is known to combine with the occupation of former 
"or market gardener, the bm;inesses of Lime and Cement Merchant, Tar 
"Pavior, Contractor for Public Works of various kinds, and the like; he 
"is the owner of a large number of horses, carts, and other plant 
" necessary to the carrying on these trades ; and I am to state that the 
"Committee are unaware of the grounds on which a tenant with so many 
"occupations can be regarded, under all the circumstances, as a 'desirable teua.nt. 

"I have, &c., (Signed) "EDWARD JOHNSON, Bon. Se,. 

'' To the Secretary of the Hoyal Commissioners 
" of the Patriotic Fund." 

[OOPY], (iv.) WANDSWORTH COMMON PROTEOTION AsSOOIATIO •• 

JanuariJ 15th, 1887. 
"DEAR Srn,- I am desired by the Committee of this Association to inquire 

"when the reply of the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund to the 
"Memorial addressed to yon on the 17th of November last, and to my further 
"letter of December 3rd, 1886, may be expected to be received 1 

"The Committee think it inconceivable that the Royal Commissioners 
'' can be aware of the nature and extent of the damage done to the 
'' Common, and with the view of bringing the actual facts under their notice I 
'' am directed to enclose for their inspection three Photographs marked A 'B 
:•, and <? !'espectiv~ly, tn~en on the 30th of N ovem~e1·, 1886, showing the deplor~bl~ 

con~1t1011 of tlns portion of tho Common, occasioned by the vehicular traffic of 
"then· tenant. 

"I am also to state that notwithstanding the assurance contained in your 
;: lett_er of ~he . 29th of November, 'that the Royal Commissioners will carefully 

avoid the rnfrrngement of any public interests or the righ'1 of the Commoners' 
'' the damage still continues. It appears thnt a portion of the traffic h;s 
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I WANDSWOR'l'U (WMMl\'I.T .... 

~ t:orresporid.ence with the Commissioner§. 

"1:ecently been taken through the front entrance (why not the wh,ole 1) but this 
'' 1s probably only a precautionary measure for the safety of tenants horses. On 
"several occasions the teams have been unable to ~et tlll'ough, and the carts 
"have had to be unloaded, but dming the frost 1t was a~solutclr dahgerous 
'' to attempt the passage, of what the Daily News aptly descnbes as cart roads 
'' worse than many a Colonial bush track.' 

'' At a PUBLIC MEETING held in the St. Andrew's Hall, Balham, on t~e 17th of 
"November last, Mr. John Black beard in the Chair, the followmg resolu. 
'' tion was carried unanimously, viz. :-

,, That this meeting of Inhabitants in the vicinity of Wandsworth Com. 
"mon having heard of the steps 'taken by the Wandswor th Common 
" Protection Association to induce the Royal Commissioners of th_e .l at??tic 
•· Fund either to restore the land recently leased for pro:fi~ to its ongmaJ 
" school use, or to consent, on equitable terms, to its annexation to _th«;l Com. 
" mon, desires to record its approval of the action of the ~socia~1on, to 
"which it tenders its hearty support, and it requests t_he ~omIIllttee t-0 
" persevere in their efforts to maintain the Common un1mpa1red, and the 
"land attached to the School as an open space. 

"I have, &c., '(Signed) EDWARD JOHNSON, Hon. Sec. 

'' The Secretary of the Royal Commission of the Patriotic Fund." 

The Royal Commissioners' reply to the Memorial. 
[COPY.] (v.) "ROYAL Co11n.u:.:s10~ OF THE PATRIOTIC FuND, 

"53, CHARING CROSS, LONDON, S. W., 12th February, 1887. 
"Srn,-I am directed by the Hoyal Commissioners 0f the Patriotic Fund to 

',',acknowledge~ the Memorial _addressed to th~m by the [pu~lic] meeting held 
"November loth, 1886, of which you were_cha1rman, a_nd to pomt out to you that 

one of the paragraphs of that Memonal deals with a matter in regard to 
:: which. the C<;nservators of. ~andsworth Common have commenced 

an action agamst the Comm1ss1oners, which is still pending. 

" The Commissioners regret that under the circumstances it 1•8 • • " . , , 1mposs1-
ble for them to enter mto any further communication up th b' " . on e su Ject 
of your Memorial, and they feel convinced that now th t hl • " . , a t s action thus 
commenced agamst them has been brouoht to yotii· noti·c -11 f . . o e, you w1 eel the 

"Justice of the course they are compelled to pursue. 

"I have, &c., (Signed) "J. S. YOUNG . 
J B E " [Cl · , , /01 Secretmry 

'' oHN ELL, ◄ sq. 1a1rma11 of the Public Meeting. J ' 

[ooPY.) (vi) ''I• 
NCHCOLM, PUTNEY, S."W. 

'' 'l'he Secretary, Royal Oommil:!sioners oftlie p t . . Peln"'tta?'Y 18th, 1887 
a notic Fun<l • 

"Sm,--I have to acquaint you that . • 
"received ac½n~wledgiug the receipt of th~~/ette~: of the 12th instant has been 
'.'. of the Pa~not1c ~uud, 1:elative to thfl dama :monal to the Royal Commissioners 

by a Pu bhc Meetmg w h1ch requested m . g to Wandsworth Oommo d t l 
'' their behalf. I will refer the ~. iu my capacity of h • n, a . op el 
"Committee of the Wands ·t/oommmncation, with a c au~·nan, to sign on 
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Questions in Parliament. 9 

"originally established shall either continue to be a visible and permanent memo• 
"rial, &c., or, ~f not now required for its original purpose, be restored to the 
'' Common,' [This means, of course, under equitable conditions.] 

'' I feel sure those who attended the Public Meeting, at which I 
"had the honour to preside, will expect a more explicit reply to 
"their very limited request ; and I hope the Commissioners will be 
"graciously pleased to grant such a reply. 

" I have, &c., 
(Signed) "JOHN BELL, Ohairmcvn of the Atblic Meeting held at 

"the Wandsworth Town Hall, November 15th, 1886." 

N OTE.-The Commissioners have promised to take this letter into their consideration. 

Questions in Parliament.-Unless your Committee are under 
a misapprehension, it is the duty of Ministers and the purpose of 
Parliament to furnish information which cannot be obtained in any 
other way. It is to Parliament that the inhabitants-not merely 
of the two parishes, though far more populous than many county 
towns or corporate boroughs, but of the immense population as a 
whole which is embraced in what is known as the Metropolitan area 
-will finally have to turn for relief. The state of the Common and 
the circumstances under which the land was recently leased have 
already formed the subject of several questions in Parliament. The 
answer of the Secretary for War to Mr. Kimber's question of 
February 3rd, is unsatisfactory; it lacks force when submitted to 
analysis. It is, of course, the answer of the Royal Commissioners, 
which they might and ought to have given in writing, without occupy
ing the valuable time of Parliament. 

,,, 

Mr. KIMBER-Asked the Secretary of State for War [Feb. 3rd, 1887]whether 
land (about 55 acres), part of Wandsworth Common, was given to the Royal 
Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund for the purposes of the asylum, since 
erected thereon, to afford a visible and permanent memorial of the national 
generosity which provided the means for its foundation; and was enclosed 
from the Common without any equivalent or compensation to those enjoying 
rights over the Common 

Whether the Royal Commissioners have recently admitted that a portion ( a.bout 
20 acres) of the land is not required for the purposes of the asylum, and have 
leased the same, as a market garden, to a contractor for public works, who, 
by an extensive vehicular traffic, has for some months past done grievous 
damage to the existing portion of the open Common reserved for purposes of 
exercise and recreation under the provisions of " The Wandsworth Common 
.Act, 1871 " : 

Whether any offer of such land was made to the Wandsworth Common Con
servators: 

And, in what manner the advertisement of their intended letting of the ground, 
referred to on page 8 of the last Report of the Commissioners, was pub
lished ; and why no notice thereof was given to the Conservators? 

Mr. ST AN HOPE-The land on Wandsworth Common was not given to the 
Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund, but was purchased from the Lord of 
the Manor at !lo sµbst~ntial prlce (AJ. The Oommi,eion,rs hav, reoent.11 
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10 Questions in Parliament : Origin of the Boys' School. 

leased about 20 acres of their estate to a market gardener, b~t this is not, in 
reality, any variation from the original object rB J for which the 0ommis. 
sioners held the ground. That object was to produce vegetables for con. 
sumption by the boys and girls of the schools and to instruct the boys in the 
art of gardening; but when the boys' school was given up it was found that 
the ground was cultivated at a loss [CJ. By the present arrange. 
ments the vegetables are obtained from the tenant, and there 
has been no great a gain that the Commissioners have been enabled to 
maintain seven more beds fDJ. As regards the increase of tra~c across 
the Common, an action at law is now pending, nn_d _my hono~able friend will 
understand therefore that I cannot express any op1mon upon 1t. The letting 
of the land was after public advertisement in The Times of the 19th June, 
1885, and also the Gardeners' Chronicle and Agriciiltwral Gazett,e. 

Mr. KIMBER-Asked the Secretary of State for War [Feb. l 7tl1, 1887] whether 
he would state the amount paid by the Hoyal Commissioners of the Patriotic 
Fund for the fifty-five acres of land, formerly a portion. of Wandsworth 
Common, as a site tor the Victoria Patriotic Asylum for Girls; out of what 
fund was the payment made; and, by whom was the money received'/ 

Mr. BRODRICK-Who answered for the Secretary for War,-£3,700 was 
the consideration, which was paid in 1857 to Lord Spencer. 

(A) The first assertion is that a " substantial price " was paid for the 
land. The reader will perceive that it required a second 
question to get at the whole truth. On the 17th of February 
Mr. Bro<frick, Financial Secretary, stated that "£3,700 was the 
consiaeration," for about fifty-five acres, showing that so far 
from a substantial price having been paid, the land was obtained 
for the low agricultural value of £68 per acre. As an indication 
of the value of land in the immediate neighbourhood it may be 
mentioned that an estate on the opposite side of the 1·oad was 
recently sold at about £1,000 per acre. ' 

(B) The statem~nt that "the original object was . . . to instruct 
" the boys m the art of gardening " is weak when the f t · 
borne in mind that _the Boys' School was n~t completet~~ 
1~73! and was stolbd m 1882t. d The official records of the Com-
nnss10ners mus e accep e as authoritative and th h 
that a boys' school at Wandsworth was not ev' ey s ow 
until 1870, many years after the land was purc~n cdcntemplated 

ase. 

• Origin of the Boys' School:-:· The Executive c . 
"1870, reported to us that they had careful] co . ommittee, who in July, 
•' looking to the cost of adaptation to the tir nsidered the whole question . and 
"as an ordinary residence, and to the wani 0poses 1f a school of any house 'built 

·" be felt in _a building so altered when compai~:J°P ~tnes_s "'.hich would always 
"that specific purpose ; and looking also t th wit p1_em1ses constructed for 
" charact~r ~f the Institution proposed-~ th e PU6hc and permanent 
'' chase, w1tbm '.1-reasonable distance of them t ey fecommended the pur
,, land ;1ot exeeed1:1g. 20 acres, or not exceed .e ropohs, of a Piece of f:reehold 
"erection of a buildmg thel'eon for them . t mg a cost of £10 000 d th 
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Questions in Pariiament : Sate of the Boys' Schooi. 11 

'[boys] of soldiers, sailors, and marines of Your Majesty's Forces. "-Tenth Report 
" of the Royal Oommi.ssioners of the, Patriotic Pimd, p. 6. [ Parl. Paper 0. 455 
"(Session 1871), price 3d.] 

"Afte~ . mature deliberation," it was subsequently decided to 
u~1hse." abou~ 1_2 acres " of the land belonging to the Royal 
V1c~ona Patriotic Asylum for Girls at Wandsworth-

" Five Architects were selected to send in Plans and Designs. . . . . 
"A tender to include the main building, infirmary, boundary wall, &c., for a sum 
"of £20,326 was accepted" . . The lmilrlers undertaking to complete the work in 
" eighteen months from the date of signing the contract (12th April, 1871). Chapel 
'' accommodation £800, . . . 'aurl the Land Tax of the whole of the ground 
". . . at Wandsworth was redeemed' at a cost of £714 lls. 6d '"-Ibid. 

Sale of the Boys' Sehool.-By the Patriotic Fund Act, 1881, [44 and 45 
Viet., c. 46], passed in less than eight years after the completion of 
this building, which was to be oi a "public and permanent character,'' it 
was enacted that '' the Commissioners ot the Patriotic Fund may agree to sell 
'' the boys' school. known as the Royal Victoria Patriotic Asylum for Boys, and 
'' the land appropriated thereto,'' &c. 

Your Committee can but express their profound regret that such a 
statement should have been made in Parliament. 

(c) The next point to be noticed is the voluntary but humiliating 
confession that the ground was cultivated at a loss. If the 
tenant can grow vegetables and sell them to the school autho
rities at remunerative rates it ought to be practicable to thP. 
Commissioners by good management to secure every advantage, 
arising from the cultivation of the land, for the benefit of the 
school, without the intervention of any tenant. 

(u) The argument that by better cultivation of the land the Com
missioners have been able to maintain seven more beds amounts 
to a painful admission. Moreover, it is a pity that result 
could not be accomplished without injuring the Common 
If the Commissioners are justified by the conditions of their 
trust in procuring this insignificant result by leasing the land 
for farm purposes, there remains to them a strong temptation, 
presently, to convert the whole acreage into a crowded build
ing estate in the very centre of the Common. 

Mr. OCTAVIUS MORGAN-Asked the Secretary of State for War [Feb. 24th, 
1887] whether in view of the public dissatisfaction at the disposition made 
by the Royal Commissioners of the Pat~i?tic Fund of a. portion of the lnnd in 
the centre of W andswort~ Common, 011gmally devoted.~ an ap1;>anage ~f tho 
girls' school, the land berng held b:y the Royal Comm1ss1oners m chanta~le 
trust, Her Majesty's Government will take any steps to secure the r11stomt1on • 
of the land to the use of the school Y 

['fhe answer to this question has neither been reported in the press nor communi• 
• cated, but it was understood to be a repetition of the answer of February 3rd, 

and thf'lrefore unsatisfactory,] 

,. 

~tinn. 
affic of the tenant 

'for the purposes 
ith the provisions 

' the " Manorial 
1 the view to the 
,n to the Common. 

RE 

SON 

ITH 

LE 
rEVENS 

ALSH 

Association an 
mmary of their 

rpose of direct-
3 tenant of the 
rorth Common 
1 the view of 
~ Wandsworth 
1d unrestL"icted 
1 existence the 
e useful work, 
)N PROTECTION 

)Vember, 1886, 
on the 17th 

ings a series of 

,ioners of the 
1tation. The 
ulated. 
1of thedamage, 
,btaining some 
quagmiry ea.rt 
warded to the 
l may be se 



~ntl'tottc f\\nt 
01".U, 

t 
Jll 

lsed.-'l'h o, nll'ibntio 
,rn 7.\7 j \.1•my r,wy 
nt.<, m,d othe1-s in l•' ,, 
and Com.monel:"s c 

1\011, the present n· 
:- 011t.riblltions of ln 
s bo\\nty of tl1 11N1s1mt 
llU.l:riotfo p,·id mtcl n I 

1 of th R. fol'mato,·y J 
n. moal, thllt its wtluo 
hildr n of th JlO r01· 1 

First Report of the R 
cssion 1 5'. P1·i , ls 

A COlVIP~ 

Giotic Fund in 1858 
,1i' ty in l\foy, 1 5-, we 
lly o.nd g n ro11sly oni 
[aj ty's ubjccts in all 
£1,000,000. It nov 
; to £1,463,046."- I 

rs of tho Pat.rwfic F1 

cry Papc1· 163, cssion . 

riginal intention c 
rom their consideration t 
to bo c tabli hcd should" 
as provided the meani 
, Appcndi.'I: 6, 1Jagc 57 (Par 

Land not required fi 
t µresent required for tb 
men\ the Committee bo.ve 
r o.bout' 19,l. ncre ), to 11. d 
~-a period of twenty-one :) 
mprovemeuts he may ho.v 

;he expiration of the ~weu 
,e ; but if not so req_uu·ed, 
,ased reutnl of £50 per a 
: Q1tccn, 1886, vagc 8, ola1t 

, interesting particul 
;-s for the Pab·iolic Fund 
ll.) Also the "He11ort of 

he Royal Com.D:1isi4.o 
Joromittee of this ss 
s of their office to the 

the land had been pi 
' La i·roerly Cororoon . 

itants are ju st ified 1~ 

adopting. 

·' Ltors may obtain cop1 
secreta, 

ID 

I ••• • •-- -

Law 1ntelligenoe: tatters of Sympathy. 

. "The Court (without cnlling on Mr. M'Clymont, who ,~ppeared on the oth 
Sl~le) wel'C clearly of opinion Uint the notion lrnd better be tried, ancl so they di~~ 
nnssccl tho nppeal.''-March 81·d, 1887. 

WANDSWO!tTH OOMMON OONSJtrtVA'l'Olt~ V. OFl"IOIAL 'l'RUST.E.ES OF 1'1111 
PATRIOTIO J!'UN,O A ]) ANOTHER, 

Daily ~ ews. -" This wus nn nppeal on behalf of ~he defendunts f:om o. refusal 
of. Mr. Jus1;1ce Dny to order thnt the points of 11\w which ~11,d been rnis~cl by them 
nnght 1:Je set d,own for hearing previous to the trml of the issues of fact 1~volvcd in 
the _act1~u. 'I he nction wne brought for nlloged trespass, th_e defendants serv~nta 
hnvmg, 1t wns stnted, used the common ns n menns . of nccess to the P11tr1otic 
Fund Asylum, which wns on one side of it, and havmll tnke~ cn:rte ncroHs the 
common. The defeuclnnts denied the trespuss, as they had _not mfrmged any bye. 
laws, n.nd nlso raised the points of l1iw the subject of mot1on,-;-Mr. Clode, with 
W~\Om wns the Attorney-General, said the questions of lnw ~luch the defendants 
wished tried first were two in number. First of all they smd the Conservutora 
hnd no right under their Act to sue for trespass, but thnt they could only suo ns 
commoners, n.ncl then they would ha,•e to show that damage had been ,committed 
by the defendn.nts, which wns, defenclnnts o.lleged, not the c~se. 1 he se~ond 
point wo.s tbo.t the official trustees could not be sued. If these pomts were decided 
in defendo.nts' favour, the learned counsel o.rgued that the case wou!cl be at. an 
end, and there would be no need to go into the question of f~ct .. -Th~ll' l?rdships, 
without calling on Mr. MeColl, :who appeo.red for the plnmtifis, d1sm1ssed the 
11.ppenl. "-March 3i·d, 1888. 

The above reports -appear to show that the atte~pt to quash 
the action 0£ the Conservators on points of law has failed, and it is 
assumed that the action will proceed to hearing in the ordinary 
COUl'Se. 

Letters of Sympathy. A considerable number of letters of 
sympathy have been received, from which a few extracts are ap
pended, viz :-

Sir Henry W. Peek, Bart.-[To whose ho.ndsomo munificence a.nd unceasing 
exertions in his capacity of Parlio.mentnry representative of the division, 
tho passing of the Wandsworth Common Act ofl871 wnsmn.inly due, wrote):
" You may put me down for ten pounds in aid of the fuud. In connection with 
my Purliameutary career, I look back to few things with more sntisfnction than 
the po.rt I took in seeming for the ~blic enjolment tbe romo.ins of your 
[Wandsworth] and the whole of this L WimbledonJ Common." 

Lord Brabazon.- "I ho.ve received your letter of the 11th instant rolntiYc 
to t!1e uction ~f the ~loyal Commis~ioner~ ~f the Patriotic ]\md in lensing, for 
proht, a. portion of the l~nd wluch or1g:11ally formed pnrt of 'W undsworth 
C?m mon, ~nd although w~thou~ forth er mformation I 1im unable to speak 
wit~ certo.mty on the snbJoct, 1t wo~,l~ o.ppear to me that there i priina, 
fact~ evidence that the Royo.l Com~ss1oners ho.ve 110 1-ight to alienate any 
port:01~ of .the Common not reqmred for the .Asylum, ancl by their own 
a.dm1ss1on 1t ~voul~ apheru· thut they lmve lensed 19½ ncrcs to n tonaut ot 
land not. rocrirc~ tor t 18 Asylum. l1 this be tho case I am of opinion thnt 
your action esei bes the support of all those who bolieYe that in the interrsts 
of tbe heo.lth oft e pcoplo the &reatest vigilance should be ... · d t 0 
that every acre of open space winch can bo legitimo.tcly . t . exml CJSe. L O dso 
should be )_)reserved for the use o.ud ormaneut . le amec nenr on on 
and ns Ch11.1rm11.n of the Metropolitan p Pbl' G eUJoym~nt. of the pcoplo, 
pleasure in observing the nct,ion wl • 1 IC ,°'rdens . .L1.~somnt1on I hav~ grent 
matter." nc I yom Assocrnt1on hns taken w th~ 

SYIXlPat 
s of -

Let~ 
----- C, 01n1att~c 

JobJl s.ur open sp et I 
!111'· preser"~. o1111 1nterestef WI 

0c1n , ·on o a.rn sp rotecti for t 
for tbe P carnes tlY 
struggle LaWJ:' 

Tre~or ·ng 
Sir J. J. f tbO Jl'loet1 ' 

b'ect o 
o J Bonsor, 
g. cosrn° l!ar r,ondq 

Mr. pen spacer l in reta 
~e success u I ,vill d 

them . ' n.ssure d their -v1e'\\"S, 
forwar , 

g 0well, ~ 
Mr George ou will be i 

• hope that y bii of -v,1 
gun_rd e"~;"hole, sho 
polls, as space be 
for an open 

Kl.JJlbel', l 
Mr. }IenrYh. k I considi 

Don't t 111 

Fletcher Mo 
Mr. J_. to.ken will le~ 

being e now being 
that ar . 1f" 
the ground itse • 

J c Buckmas· 
Mr. • •0,v ol locnl ure n • 

had obtained a.n " 
hould luwe no mo1 

to me and I rcfm 
thnt the land tn~l!I 
in excoss of th ~ll' 
re isted at the tnw 
thing like that wl~ 
cover the lo.nd Wl 

Mr. w. R. Willian 
Woods ho.ve bee· 
bourtly wish yo1 
space for thu use 

Several metro] 
Committee, includ 
General O. Oru. WE 
Captain PE TON, 1' 

Commons P 
in communication 
powerfol in:fl.uenc1 
Parliament. The 
and aheady it hat 
Right Honble. J. 
Committee. Th 
Society may be v 



l?Pt to quash 
,Ilea, and it is 
the ordinary 

of letters of 
:-acts are ap-

e and unceasing 
f the division, 
f' due, wrote]:
connection with 
atisfaction than 

of your 

sta.nt relative 
in leasing, for 

f Vil a,11 dsworth 
able to speak 

·here is prima 
0 nlienate any 
by their own 

fO a tcnan t 01 
opinion that 

t the interPsts 
ercised to see 

near London 
f the people, 

I have great 
taken in th4 

,. . 
• 0 .. r "'J TT 

Letters of Sympathy: Commons Preservation1Society. 15 

Mr. John S. Gilliatt, M.P.-" I entirely sympathise with every effort to 
preserv~ our _open spaces and the beauty of the Suburban Common , nnd I 
am specially m_terestecl to know that there is an active public spirit aroused 
for the protection of Wandsworth Common. . . . It is worth while to 
struggle earnestly for the preservation of all that remains." 

Sir J._ J. Trevor Lawrence, Bart., M.P.-'' I fully symoaihise with the 
obJect of the meeting, and should be glacl to help if I could_t, 

Mr. H. Cosmo Bonsor, M.P.-'' The importance of the preservation of every 
open space nea~ Lond?n. is evident. to everyone, and I hope your society mny 
be successful lll retammg what 1s l('ft of Wandsworth Common. I can 
assure them I will do what little I can both in and out of. Parliament to 
forward their views." 

Mr. George Howell, M.P.-" I heartily sympathise w'ith your objects and 
hope that you will be in every way succe sful. Every district must jealou ly 
gu~rd every bit of vacant land and open space in its vicinity, and the metro
polis, as a whole, should see to it that any available piece of land suitable 
for an open space be secured ere it be too late." 

Mr. Henry Kimber>, M.P.-" I shall be hnppy to do anything I can for you. 
Don't think I consider it a trouble." 

Mr. J. Fletcher Moulton, Q.C.-" I sincerely hope that the steps now 
being taken will lead, not only to the concession of the moderate demand 
that are now being made, but will ultimately bring about the restitution of 
the ground itself." 

MP. J. C. Buckmaster, whose exertion!. for the preservation of the Common 
nre now ot local historical interest, writes:-'' I had hoped nfter we 
had obtained an .A.et of Parliament and had appointed Conservator that we 
should have no more trouble or anxiety about the common. It always eemed 
to me, and I referred publicly to it at the time, but without much 10 pon e 
that the land taken by the Commissioners of the Patriotic Fuml was greatly 
in excess of their requirements for a girls' school, and ought to have beou 
resisted at the time. I always feared that the ultimate object would be ome
thina like that which has now come about, but this is not the end of it, to 
cove~ the land with buildings will be the final result." 

Mr. W. R. Williams, whose endeavoms to secure the preservation of Iligbgntc 
Woods have been attended with n large men mo of snccc , wrote :-·• I 
heartly wish you success in your efforts to preserve whnt remains as nu open 
space for the use and recreation of the public." 

Several metropolitan Members have also corresponded wit~ the 
Committee, including Lord RANDOLPH CHURCHILL, M.P., Lieut.
General C. CRAWFORD FRAZER, M.P., Mr. 0. V. MORGA , hl.P., 
Captain PENTON, M.P., &c., &c. 

Commons Preservation Society.-The C?mmittee have been 
in communication with the Commons Preservat10n Society, who~e 

owerful influence has been frequently and ~uccessfully exerted m 
~arliament. The 21~t anniyersary of the Society was _rece.1;1tly h~ld, 
and already it has qrute an 1mposmg record _of noble VI?toues. 'Ihe 
Right Honble. J. G. Shaw Lefevre, M.P., 1s th~ Chairman of the 
Committee. The experience, advice, and assistance of such a 
Society may be very valuable. 
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16 Appendix-Letters to the Press. -------
APPENDIX. 

Letters to the Press.-T~e followiJ.?-g letters or extract 
which have appeared in the Public P!ess,. m s_ome _measure gi"~ 
expression to the prevailing widespread d1ssat1sfact10n :"71-~h the leasin 
of the land by the Royal Commissioners of the Pat:10~1c Fund an! 
the misuse of the Common by their tenant •. The limited space at 
their disposal does not enable the Committee to do more than 
quote a few examples, nor do they hold themselves . responsible for 
the individual opinions of the writers. The dates m brackets are 
those on which the letters were published. 

(i.) MR. GEORGE ENNIS, who at an early stage directed public 
attention to the action of the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic 
Fund by his letter in the Times [13/11/85], wrote as follows:-

" Sir,-Permit me the use of The Times to draw attention to what looks like 
'' the impending perpetration of a small Highland enclosure at our very doors
, , i.e., in the very centre of Wandsworth-common. 

'' The facts, as far as I have been able to gather them, are these :-At the close 
' of the Crill:1-ean war the Pati:iotic Fund was esta1?lished by n~tional subscription 

" for the mamtenance and assistance of orphan children of soldiers and sailors and 
•' with this fund were built the twin institutions known respectively as the Patriotic 
" .Asylums fo1: Boys and Girls, upon extensive sites appropriated out of Wandsworth
" common, with the assent of the commoners for that especial object. 
" " The buil~g for boys was lately sold to the Governors of Emanuel Hospital, 

for lack Qf legitunate occupants. 'l'hat for girls together with its land which is 
'' of consi~erable extent, is still applied to its o~'iginal uses, the land ~pplying 
'' farm. dairy, and garden produce for the use of the institution 
, . " Solon~ as it i~ limited_ to these uses no complaint could ~ise, but when the 

• fail I take it.there is reversion to the former use of the common y 
., 0 th £ th. . l ers. 

,, 'th tnh passmg te bai:m ifs mor~mg, iowever, I noticed indications of sun-er 
w1 e apparen o ~ect o cutting off about one-half d • • ·' 

'' common keeper was informed that ·t h d b ' an • upon mqmry of a ' ' i a een taken by M Neal £ th 
" pose of conversion into nursery ground A leas f :· . ?r 6 pur-
" believe to be altogether ultra vires and 'f il d e O this kind, if mnde, I 
'' next step upon its expiration or ~xtin~t~ a owtld t~ stand effective, no doubt the 
'' builders. It behoves the local authori~f wo1. e fresh grants to peculntive 
" interested, to be upon the alert. 'l'he es, common conservators, and others 
'' appropriations to various railway comp:i::1.bn h~s alre~dy_ suffered severely by 
'' manorial lords, and by the land taken for th Y gifavel _d1gg1n~, by enclosmes of 
'' for the Patriotic Institutions. 0 use O various bµildin!?S and chiefly 

"The public and commoners are quit 0 
' 

'' admission to the latter, more especially e c_~ntent at present to be excluded from 
'' cally belonging to and parcel of the gre n: i s present open fence leaves it prncti· 
•' this warning I cannot suppose that th a op~n space of the common but after 
'' appropriation for the use indicated." ey will tamely submit to its 'threatened 

(ii.) " C,'' in his letter to the D . 
attention to the " trampling into a ailY_ News [16/10;'86] directed 
of the open co~mo:1;" and this ~.:e~~re of a considerabie portion 
pondence resultmg m united actiong hise to an animated corres-
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Appendix-Letters to the Press. 

"to a farmer for occupation an<l private gain. 'rlrn commoners who so generously, 
"and without hesitation, consented to the appropriation of this large portion of 
'' the "common," are not considered when these changes are made. They do 
•· now, however, very fairly ask whether the nation is so poor as to be reduced 
" to the necessity of leasing for the ends of private gain the land entrusted to them 
" for charitable and national purposes. Is the land, given to the soldier orphan, 
'' and held as a national trust, now that the sunounding property is almost 
'' co_vered with building, to be leased first to the farmer and then to the 
" builder 1 If the Patriotic Commissioners no longer require the common 
'' entrusted to them, will they not give the commoners the opportunity 
'' of buying back that which was generously [almost] given 1 Where are the 
'' conservators 1 They may be active, or possibly asleep. In the absence of 
" evidence of activity we may assume they are in a dormant condition. Surely 
" if they cannot dissuade the patriotic trust from leasing a portion of the 
'' 'common' for farming purposes, they can prevent the farmer from trampling 
"into a quagmire a considerable portion of the remaining 'open common.' If 
•• the farmer must be maintained on land which was common and open to the 
"people up to 1854, surely he should be given an entrance direct from the high
" way, and not be permitted to make what was at one time the prettiest nook on 
"the common a perfect slough of mud and filth." 

(iii.) " O," whose letter appeared in the Daily News [17 /10/86], 
wrote:-

" Sir,-I read a letter in the Daily News to-day very properly headed 'Spolia
' • tion of Wandsworth-common.' The whole of • C. 's' remarks all who live near 
'' here will cordially endori,e. He has explained how common land . . . 
'' for a great public charity has been fenced off and leased to a contractor in the 
'' neighbomhood by the Commissioners of the Patriotic Schools. I have always 
" understood that the amount subscribed for this institution was nearly two 
'' millions. Surely, after paying for buildings, the income would be sufficient for 
" the support of the schools, without resorting to the mean and paltry method 
'' of raising the wind by letting on lease a large proportion of the land. . 
" This contractor has enlarged what was originally a lodge into a privato re ideuce 
'' for himself, and farms the rest of the ' 20 acres.' To have made an entrance from 
" the highway would doubtless have drawn too much public attention to the 
"matter. So about 250 yards of the 'prettiest nook on the common' have been, 
·' as ' C.· observes, 'turned into a perfect slough of mud and filth,' his carts 
'' having cut three or four different roads over the furze bushes, and across the 
.. public path. All this is the thin edge of the wedge, and if the Patriotic 
'' Commissioners find everything goes on quietly and public attention i not 
" drawn to the matter they will allow further building operations to take place." 

(iv.) MR. EDWIN R. RANSOME, the Chairman of the Board of 
Conservators, also wrote to the Daily News [21/10/86], as follows :-

,, Sir,-The attention of the Roard of Conser\'ators of Wandsworth Common 
•· has been <lrawn to a letter signed 'C' in your columns, in which it is pointed 
·' out that parts of Wandsworth Common granted by the lord of the manor and 
" the commoners to the ' Patriotic Fund Institution' for charitable purposes are 
'' being turned to other uses, and that the common is being grievously damaged 
"by the tenant who is renting the land thus diverted from its original purpose. 
'' Your correspondent suggests that the Conservators are 'dormant.' I am re
.. quested by my colleagues to acquaint, through your columns, all those interested 
"in this question c and who is not interested where the preservation of an open 
"space is at issue?) that on the first rumour that this land was to be no longer 
"used for school purposes the Conservators wrote, urging that it should be 
"restored to the common; and that, failing success for that prayer, they offered 
·• t•? buy the land back rather than that there should be a possibility of its being 
"given up hereafter to building purposes. .All their efforts, however, in this 
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i9 Appencilx-Letters ~t:o_:t:::h:_e_::P:..::r...::.e_ss_. -----~-
------------~--~hi-:-.--;. . . d position however, the Com-
" ounds. Notwithstanding t s 11:11p10ve_ acres still'left to them surronnd
,, :.:si~ners have thought fit, _frof l~~eo~o;;~;~o~~ a market gardener ~earlydtwfe~:y 

• th girls' school, to sever an I t thi . only the "thm en o e 
;: m~ e '!'he inhabitants of the vic~ity feel t iab \~s ction of the lease or other-" acres. ,, which presently may be driven home_ Y. ex 111 s 

w~dge, d the land finally appropriated for buildin~ purpose •. ted by the Com· 
'' wise, an Ch • f the Comnnttee appom "5") 

"Lord Colchester, au·man o d chool states (20th June, l<' u ' 

,, missioners to consider and repo~t od a r~~te aff~ord ~ visible and permane:it 
"that 'the school to be estabhs e . s o h. h has provided the means for its 
,, memorial of the D:ation~l generottYd.wtr~~t feel that the Commissioners, by 
"fotmdation.' and the 111h3:b1tall:ts o~ t e is aside the moral and equitable O?· 
" the step taken, have e~tirely i~noied 8:~d se\ances of the trust, to preserve this 
,, liaations implied therem and 111 the cuc~ms . . . l uses in perpetuity. 
"st~tely buililing and i~s J?i1tur~qu~iiyom;h~ri~bt~ ~~~~ashould be administered 

,, Following the pnncip cs O eq ' b t I ture to think that such 
"in accordance with the intcnt~o~s. o\the tn~~:;ld unev:i~~ave been contemplated 
, 'a dispo~tion_ of t~s rt~~s~s i~ ~Jt!ev:a heave their acquiescence. ls it sue~ 
,. by th~ • onoIS, an a roved or sufferetl to continue in view of our ever m
,, disposition as ~n be £ p hi 2 'The land as at present enclosed, had no 
"creasing necessity for 1eat rn~:·~0~1 .its oriainal ~se as it formed in effect pa1 
" objectionable feature w en lllll e of th C~mmon .' but the destructive eftects 
"and parcel of the great open space O e ' d . "tin eneral in
"· ,lved in its resent tenure are only too apparent, an are exci g g 
, ~i:vo ti Thi Chairman of the Common Conservators states that upon the~ 
,·, /~~u~nthat the land was to be _ no longer 1;1sed for school ~urposes, t e 
"Conservators offered (without avail) to buy it b~ck. Was it too m~c 
,, to ask that that offer should have been preferent1ally accepted 1 The 1ent 
,, of one hundred and fifty pounds per ~D:num,_ pay.able by t~e tenant, 
" can only be of trifling importance in the administration of so large ~ f1;1Dd, an~ 1 
,, ho e that, public attention being drawu t? the matter, ~he ComID1Ss1oners will 
"sel the wisdom and expedience of procunng a cancellation of the lease granted 
"and the restoration of the land to the service to which it had been so generously 
"devoted. 

(viii.)-MR, J.C. BucKMASTER, whose exertions in all_that relates 
to the preservation and welfare of. the Commo~ dur1:0g the last 
forty years, are widely known a_nd highly appreciated, m a letter 
to the Daily News, 30/11/86, writes :-

" Srn -Between 1854: and 1857 the Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund 
"obtai~ed possession of about sixty acres of Wandsworth Common. The term 
"upon which they obtained the land from the Lord of the Manor were never, so 
·' far as I know, made public; but there is reason to believe that if any con
" sideration were given, it was merely nominal. A girls' school was e1· cted in 
"1857 and a boys' sclrnol in 1870. Neither of these schools have been very " satisfactory." 

"The boys' school, together with eleven acres of land, have been sold to the 
'' Governors of Emmanuel Hospital for a sum of £80,000. A fence ha been 
·' erected to separate the land, about twenty acre~, not now required for the !rirls' 
"school, and after public advertisement, which 110 one in a large public me~tina 
'' had seen, the Commissioners have let this land for the erection of farm-buildiua~ 
'' and a cottage to a desirable tenant, who is to make certain improvements nnd pi'y 
'' a rental of£150 per annum fo~ a period of :./1 years. 1f at the expiration ot'21 years 
"the land be required for Patnotic Fund purposes, the t1mant is to vacate • but if 
"not so required, the tena11t is to occupy for a further period of 21 y~s at au 
'' increased rental of hfty pounds per annum." 
" "A rather long ~nd intimate acqu_aintance with enclosur~ on ·w andiworth 

Common has couvmced me that the final result of this lease is forty-feet roads 
'' a~d houses called villas, with two or three families in each. The Commissioners 
.': ?k,e ether appropri~tors of commons, begin by what they describt1 as certa~ 
"improvements, which_ ar~ p~rfected ~y ~he architecture of the speculatiu 
,,•~ders. .o_urcontcntion 1s tWs: Cous1denng the object fonvhich the Patiioti~ 

d was 1a1sed, and the pe1'80ns who contributed, it was never supposed that 
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'' any of this land would be diverted from the special uses for which it ~as obtained 
"and if the Commissioners had no further use fm~}he land ' why was it not offere(j 
•' to the Conservators, or restored to the common • 

"As soon as the Conservators knew of the propo&~l ~o lease t~e land they at 
d ·th the r.omm1ss1011ers with a '"e, '' once opened up a correspon ence wi . . ' " v of • . d b • d The O::imm1sswners ::annot pi d '' securmg 1t, but the lease ha ccn s1giie • ea 

'' financial difficulties becanse they have now an unused balance ?f ~early £94,000. 
•' It is nonsense to v;pour about the legal rights of the Com~ssioners. We al) 
" know what that means ; but as a body of gentlemen _we be?eve and hope that 
'' they will be influenced by moral rather than legal considerations, ~nd that some 
'' plan will be devised to at once cancel t~e _lease. The Conserva~is have com. 
"menced prnceedings to prevent the Patr10t1c tenant from destroymg t~e ?Irfand 
"cutting up the common by heavily-laden cart.c;, . A stuccoed bwlding has 
"already made its appearance, and, if one, probably m a few years as many as 
'' can be crowded upon the area." . 

"After the death of tbe Mayor of Garrett, wluch took place about ! ?BO,. there 
'' was no organization to prevent enclosures of common. .A. sort of tradition lingers 
" that the most resolute persons against the~e enclos~rres, af~er unsuccess~l efforts 
"to prevent others appropriating, at last qmeted thell" own lives and consciences by 
"appropriating pieces of common for their own benefit. From 1794 to 1866 there 
'' have been 53 enclosures of areas varying from a quarter to 96 acres. Many of 
'' these were made without any payment, authority, or consent. The total area of 
"common land enclosed during the past century in the parishes of Battersea and 
'' Wandsworth alone is not less than 500 acres, and the 160 a~res which bas been 
'' preserved at the cost of upwards of £3,000 raised by voluntary subscription 
" has to be narrowly watched against persons anxious to make improvements. 
" Whether this can be best done by those living on or near the common or the 
',: Board of yv-orks, I am unable to say; but this I can truly say, that if the 

preservation of Wandsworth Common had been left to the Board of Work it 
·,•,never wo_uld have bee~ preserved. After _all efforts and entreaties with the 

Board failed, a local Bill for the preservation of the common was promoted. 
'.'.T~e Board of W 01:~s spent the rate_payers' ~1oney in opposing by counsel the 
"Bill before the Pa1hamentary Committee, which compelled us to nd four of 

five hundred pounds more than we otherwise should have d spet f f d , ' h" h h d b ·tl . • d b . . one ou o a un w 1c a een pa1 y ia1se y contnbutions of pe • • d 
'' shillings. We owe no thanks to the Board of v-,r orks umes, SI:xpence an 
"through many years of agitation and lawsuit.s, and v~r _What has bee!l ec_ured 
"meu_t, we are anxious to keep for the health co-,.Y~t g tderm of ~p□ on
•' public.'' ' uuoi , an recreation of the 

Opinions of the Press.-The Committee t a . -
thanks to the Press for the assistance which h en er thell.' grateful 
the publication of reports of Public Meetiu as ?een _rendered by 
of correspondents directing attention to g!h th e ~nsert1on of letters 
for the editorial notices of which we c . e circ"?IDsta.nces and 
extracts. . The Corn~tt~e. b~lieve the !_~ only give a. few brief 
the mat_erial help whi~~ 1t 1s m the po,!er oi not appeal m vain for 
supporting and sustammg a cause th . the Press to !rive in 
already been freely admitted, but which ~t JUst claims of which have 
h bl • • d H 1 1s nee t e pu 1c mm . ere are a few exam 1 e~sa~y to keep before 

Daily News.-'' The attempt which is b _P es of editorial co1111nent ._ 
of a. public trust deserves the sympathy of emg made to preve • 
and Battersea are doing a public service in th the whole of Loud nt the perversion 
the subject. . . Wandsworth ColllJUon is us persistently dir on: ·wandsworth 
grounds in Southern Loudon. . . . It. one_ of the m ecting attention to 
Commissioners of the Patriotic Fundl ~i 1 is quite possible O t ll eful breathinrt 
they sold it [ tbe land) for building purpos! 1 \trove to be with. th at ~hey [ the Royal 
case, it would be the duty of Parliament t' 10ugh, if that hn their legal ricrht if 
There can be no doubt for. what purpose tb recon ider the te ~ GU}d prove to be the 
they can have no moral 11ght to use it t ,0 land was }lUt ~ms of the gift. 
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Schools for the Orphans ; _and if it is not needed fot· that purpose it should be 
banded back to the l)l' bhc. . . . The fear is naturally and justly entertained 
~t Wandswoi:th t~mt the l~tting ~bese acres f?r market_ gardens is the first step. It 
is an act of alienation. It is settmg up a kmd of pnvate ownership. . . . If 
for market _gardens, why not for houses and streets 1 is the question people ask• 
and there is no answer." Novernber 18th, 1886. ' 

~n a ~econd _Article.-" This is another instance of the folly of committing 
publ~c duties, public money, or public land to irresponsible bodies. . . . . The 
pub he bas no locus standi; and in this case we fear the Conservators of the Common 
have no p_o,~ei-. Their question, however must be put in Parliament, if answer can 
he got _to _it 1~ no ?ther way. 011 what conditions, subject to what trusts, and under 
what h1;111tations, 1f any, do the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund hold this 
great shp of Wandsworth Common 1 Have they a right to turn into building land 
the la~1d they have _no,~ let for Market-gardens 1 . If not, they must be made to re
store it to the pubhc ; if they have these powers, 1t will be the duty of Parliament to 
take them away." November 30th, 1886. 

Pall Mall Gazette.- - "The inhabitants of Rattersea and Wandsworth have 
a very clear grievance against the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund ; a.nd 
th~y are taking vigorous action, by public meeting and otherwise, to get that 
gnevance removed. . . . . The schools and grounds as first established were 
intended to afford a 'visible and permanent memorial of the national generosity,' 
but since that time the Commissioners have sold the boys' school, and with it a site 
of eleven acres ; and they have leased for profit nearly twenty acres of the site in 
connection with the girls' school to a market gardener, who, forsooth, is also a lime 
and cement merchant, a tar pavior, and a contractor !for public works, whose 
horses and carts have for months past been working over a portion of the common, 
doing damage to the hu-f and the footpaths, notwithstanding the fact that in 1871 
the inhabitants secured at great cost the passing of an Act to preserve the remainder 
of their common. They claim now that the Commissioners should not allow any 
portion of the grounds, whether leased or unleased at the present time, to be 
diverted for building pm-poses; and that they shall give some assurance that the 
school and the whole of the grounds as originally established shall either continue 
to be 'a visible ·and permanent memorial of the national generosity which pro
vided the means for its foundation,' or if not now required for its original 
purpose be restored to the common. That is a perfectly fair and reasonable request, 
and it will be strongly urged at the meeting to be held to-night at Balham. At 
any rate, the inhabitants _wi~ not cease the!r exertions, for t~ey ~o,y full well 
that if they do the end of it will be the covermg of the land with buildrngs. Our 
map [ on the third page] explains the agitation." Der.e1nbc1· 17th, l 886. 

Echo.-" If we were asked to point out to a stranger the submban common 
which is the most striking example of modern encroachments, we should take him to 
Wandsworth. . . . . The Patriotic Fund Commissione1·s obtained a large slice 
of the common thirty years ago as a site for an orphan school. . . . . It was 
made for a specific purpose, and the people of Battersea and Wandsworth naturally 
object to the manner in which the Commissioners are using the land. A portion 
has been ]et to a tenant who coolly drives carts and wnggons over the furze and 
turf and a third of the land granted to the Patriotic Fund Commissioners is let 
out 'as a cabbage garden." Novem,be1· 18th, 1886. 

Wandsworth and Putney Observer .. -" The Royal Commissioners of 
the Patriotic Fund must be assumed to be patr10~. • • . •. The property they 
are vested with is the outcome of a noble self-s~crifice exert~d m a. noble c~use, the 
care of the helpless victims of a cruel, though chivalrous war, m which English blood 
was poured out without stint in vindication. of the national h~nour. • • • • _We 
hear sometimes of filial ingratitude, ~he 1msuse of parental &if~ made at the sacrifice 
of health and life. A profligate son will sell a memento of his aeparte~ mothe: for a 
drink of beer. He is a low fellow and an abandoned wretch. But he is not without 
excuse. The Royal Patriotic Commissioners, occupying a.. high position in the State, 
have leased a part of the Battersea and Wandsworth gift for profit _to a market 
gardener ! It it is even feared they will even~ally contra.et the brea~lu!lg space, and 
diminish the lives of the givers by surrenderm~ the e~cl_osm·? to bmldi~g purposes. 
The Commissioners are honorable men, and then· patnot1sm 1s unquest10nable. Do 
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they not administer a Patriotie Fund 1 They force us to an apparent contr d' . 
They are unpatriotic patriots." November 20th, 1886. a 1Ctio~ 

Putney and Wandsworth Borough News.-" The proceedings t 
enthusiastic meetings held at the Town Hall, Wandsworth, on Monday, and~ lh1 
Bolingbroke Hall, on Th_ursday, s~rv~ to s½ew that the ratepayers of Batterse; th1 
Wandsworth are awakenmg to their nghts m respect of the land, formerly p an4 
Wandsworth Common, now bein~ so seriously misused by the Patriotic Fund i ~ 
missioners. . . . . The agitation now set on foot must be continued. Wh!· 
Parliament meets, Mr. Gilliat and Mr. Cosmo Bonser must follow up, by Inotio! 
or question, their speeches at the meeting of Thursday last, when they are 8llll 
to be ably seconded by Mr. Ki~~~r and others. Th~ members. for Wandsworth 
Borough and for the Clapham Division of. Battersea a: e equally m~eres~ed in this 
question, the boundary between; the two parishes traversu1g the land m dispute, and 
the county is also concerned.' November 20th, 1886. 

Mid Surrey Gazette,-" The que~tion of the condi~on of W~ndsworth 
Common is arousing a large amount of mterest, not only m the parishes i.Jn. 
mediately affected, but amongst Londoners generally. . ·. . . . The legal 
question now at issue is not so much whether the Cornmiss10ners of the Patriotic 
Fund are within their rights in letting twenty acres of the land for agricultunl 
pmposes-that has yet to be tested-as whether the lessee has the right to mke 
his carts across, and cutup, what is really and-truly the common." Nbvember20lk, 
1886, 

Facts about the Patriotic Fund.-The following ~ormation, 
taken from the official Reports, is of public interest and may be of 
assistance to those who desire to understand the origin and purpose 
of the Fund, viz. :-

How raised.-The contributions arc thus officially summarised: ENGLA.'ID 
and WALES, £884,991; IRELAND, £60,047 ; SCOTLAND, £149,747; Army, Navy, 
Dockyards, Hospitals, Civil Service, Police, &c., £12,099; British Possessions, 
£315,390; British Residents and others in Foreign Countries, £30,772. The 
following extract is significant :-" Contributions of lnro-e amount have been 
"received from agricultural districts and rural parishes, swelled by the spJntaneous 
'' ?ou!l~Y of the pe~san:i-y ! ~rtisans, domestic se:·vi;nts,. workpeople, labourei:s, 
"md1vidually and m associations, have felt a patl'iot1c pride and a rrenerous satis• 
" faction in answering their Sovereign's appeal. In one stri.kincrt> instance the 
'' inma_tes of the ~eformator~ Asylu~, Smith Sti·eet, Westminster, Yiaving lit;rally 
"nothmg of their ?wn_to give, demcd_ themselves a meal, that its value might 
"be offered as the1~· gift. We deem it a fact deserving your Majesty's notice, 
"tba~ eve~ t}1e children of the poorer classes have very generally contributed 
"theu· 'mite to ~n~arge the amount of the Nation's bounty. "-First Report of 
the Royal Oommwsioners of tl~e Pa1·triot•ic Fund, 1858 page 11 clmtse 3. 
( Parlia;mt',nlariJ Paper 163, Session 1858. P?-ice ls.) ' ' 

A Comp~r~tive View ?f the Fund in 1858 and 1886. 
The Patr10t1c Fund m I The p t • t· F . 86 I858 _" In our first report to your I " Th a r10 IC und m 18 .-

" Maj~sty in May, 1855, we stated 1 "thee 3s;ets of the Fund nre valued at 
"tbatthePatrioticFundloyally and "Wo hst Decembe1:, 1886,. as 
" enerously contributed up to that ''w·t{t £428,759, m companson 
"tme by your Majesty's_s~bjects in " 1; 84 £ 4i~,l 73, at th_e 31st Decero?er, 
" 11 parts of yom dominions, ex- , , t ti 10 ~hange 1s to be ascribed 
" \eded £1 000, 000. It now " l.n 1.e expu-ati.on of a terminable 
"(Feb. 9th, 1858) amounts "wh~bity 011. the_ 5th April, 1885, of 
"to £1,453,045."-;-~econcl Report "to £ 8 4t:e final mstalment amoun~ed 
of the Royal Oornmissione1·s of the , , that 'ha~ 4s. 2d., and t~ a reduction 
'p triotic Fund, page 43, clwuse 2 "bal " taken place m the cash 
(;tJ11•liwm,entery Paper 163, Sess·ion the R:::;,,~C -Tw_enf:y-jowrth Report of 
l858, price Is.) Fwnd f0 her°Mm~ssionc1·s of the Patriotic 

(Pa;rl p aJesty the ~ueen, page !:2 
price 6!d.)per 0-4869, Session 1886, 
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Appendix--Facts about the Patriotic Fund : Contributions. 28 

The original intention of the Royal Commiss~oner~ (18!56).-
" Your Committee feel that they cannot exclude from then· consideration the 
"desire which they believe to be en'tertained by the Royal Commissioners, that 
"the School to be established should afford a visible and pe~manent 
"memorial of the national generosity which has provided the 
"means for its foundation." Second Report of the Royal Commissioners 
of the Patriotic Ftind, 1856, AJJpcndix 6, page 57 (Parliamentary Papc1·s 163, 
Session 1858, p1-ice ls.) 

"The Land not required for the Asylum (1885).-" A fence bas 
"been erected to separate the land which is not at present required for t]1e 
"use of the Asylum from that which it is necessary to retain : and after public 
"advertisement the Committee have arranged for letting the farm buildings, a 
'' cottage, and the ]and not required for the Asylum (about 19½ acres), to a 
'' desirable tenant who will make certain improvements and pay a rental of 
"£150 per annu~ for a period of twenty-one years, foregoing any claim for 
" compensation at the expiration of that period for any further improvements 
"he may have made dming his tenancy beyond those now agreed upon." 

"At the expiration of the twenty-one years (should the land be required 
"for Patriotic Fund purposes) the tenant is to vacate ; but if not so required, 
"the tenant is to have the occupation for a further period of twenty-one years, 
"upon an increased rental of £50 per annum. "-Twenty-fourth lle,port of tlte 
Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Pwnd to Her Majesty the Queen, 1886, page 8, 
dause 10. (Parrl. Paper C 4869, Session 1886, Price 6½d.) 

Other interesting particulars will be fouud in the "Con-espondence 
"between the War Office and the Royal Commissioners for the Patriotic Fund 
"relative to the condition of the Fund." - (Parliamentary Paper, C - 2,956, 
vrice 2d., Session 1881.) Also the "ReportofaSub-Committee."-(ParliamrntanJ 
Paper, 0-3,001, price 2½d., Session 1881.) 

Wandsworth Common Ratepayers' Protection Association.-A few 
years ago the Wandsworth Common Ratepayers' Protection As ociation wns formed 
to resist the attempt made by the Loudon School Board to appropriate part of the 
field opposite the Surrey Tavern as a site for a Board School. This field, formerly a 
part of the Common, was granted by the Homage of the Manor subject to its use for 
arable, pasture, or garden ground. 

T~e resistance was succe~sful, _the 'chool Board giving way in the matter. The 
Committee en_deavo~red b:y d.iscuss1?ns at t!1e Annual ~eetings of t]1e Conservators 
to rouse public feeling with the view, m:unly, to obta.m the re toro.tion of' certain 
pieces of ground formerly part of the Common. 

In 1886 the proceedings of the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund ea.used 
the fo1'?1ation of another Committe_e. It was thought that an nmn]gamntion of the two 
Comnuttee~ would be for the public benefit, and they accordingly united their forces 
under the title of Wandsworth Common Protection .AIISociation the balance of th 
original fund £3 10s. 8d. was subsequently 11anded over to th~ Committee by the 
Treasurer, Mr. W. Tonzeau Saunders, and inserted in list of subscriptions.-Se: 
page 24. 

. Contributions._-The Treasurer desires on behalf of the Com
m1t~ee t~ tender their grateful thanks to all '_Vho have given contri
butions m support of the work. Two public meetings have been 
held under the auspices _of the Association, and a considerable 
number of posters, handbills, and circulars have been printed and 
circulated for the information of the inhabitants. There still remains 
much to be d;me, ~nd the C?mmittee earnestly hope that those 
who sympath~se :v1th _the c0bJects of the Associatioij. will kindl 
forward contributions In accordance with the instructions on thy 
annexed form, page 25. Appended is a, list of subscriptions and ! 
statement of expenditure to date, vi~ :-
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24 Appendix-Subscriptions : Receipts and Expenditure. 

Subscriptions, &c., received to March 19, 1887. 
£ s. d. 

Sir H('nry W. Peek, Bart., 10 0 0 Macirone, Miss 
Ackhurst, W. F.... O i5 0 Moir, 0. 
Anderson, E. G. L. 1 1 0 Moir, Robert 
Baker, H. . .. O 5 0 Moore, W. P. 
Darter, W. A. O 5 O Mountain, J. C. (the lnt~) 
Bell, John 2 O O per Mrs. Mountain ... 
Rendall, R. S. 1 0 O Pierce, E. 
Black, A. .. . 1 1 O Privett, H. 
Black beard, J. 2 2 O Proctor, P. F. 
Bolingbroke, Trndesmen & Photographs-Trade men's 

Ratepayer's Olub-per Club 
E. H. Parkes, Sec. 0 10 6 Richardson, J. . .. 

Borley, G. W. 0 1 0 Saunders, W. 'l'ouzeau, 
Brown, J. G. 0 10 6 balance of tbe Wand -
Cowham, J. H. 1 1 0 worth Common Ratc-
Dickinson, W. H. 1 O O payers' Protection .A. . o-
Erlwards, W. Kershaw J 1 O ciation FunJ .. 
Ennis, Geo. ... ... l 1 0 Schultz, G .... 
Evans, W. ... 0 5 0 Smith, Guildford 
Fase, Rev. H. 0 i5 0 Stark, J. H. 
Featherstonhaugh, W. 1 ] 0 Steele, E. .. . .. .. 
Gaston, Mrs. 0 3 0 Steele, E. (2nd contribution) 
Gingell, W. H. ... 2 2 O Stevens, R. S. ... ... ... 
Goodman, C. H. 0 10 6 Swears, H. 
"H. C.'' 0 5 0 T atam, J.B. 
Innons, O. ... 0 10 G Thomas, Dr. 
Johnson, E.... 1 I 0 Thomson, Major 
Kynoch, C. . . . 2 0 0 V alpy, H. 
Kynoch, J. ... 0 10 0 Wallis, w. . .. 
Lansell, G.... I I O Winder, R. .. 
Lawrence, E. G. 0 6 0 Wing, ReY. Russell 
Lyons, Mrs. O 5 O Wood T v· k , . 1c ers 

Receipts and Expenditure to March i9th 1887_ 
RECEIPTS. £ s. d. , 

Subscriptions, &c. 57 14 2 Pr' t' Ec~ENDITURE. £ . d. 
• m mg irculars Pamphlets 

--
£57 14 2 

H.Handbills, Posters, &c. ..: 19 12 0 
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Af oo~s! &c. . . . ' 2 1 
vertismg in Local and 

Po London Papers .. . . .. 6 12 0 
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0 

-- = £57 14 2 
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TO THE 

Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 

For the irnnwii,a,tc pivrpose of (i.) representing to the Royal Oom1nissione1·s of the 
Patriotic Fund the jit,Stice and equity either of rest01ing the land, recently leasecl 
for po.fit, to the 01-iginal use of the School or allowing its (J/ltnexatio1!' to the 
Common; (ii.) d'i,rect·ing public attention to the grievous darnage 1ww being done 
by vehicular traffic crosr;ing a portion of the Common, by public m11etings,. 1ne11w-
1·ials, petitions, or othe1· lawfiil nteans; and (iii.), if necessaT'IJ, to bring the 
circumstances w,ukr the ?Wtice of Parli(J/l?l,ent. 

To EDWARD STEELE, Esq., I-Ionora1·y Ttreasu1·e1·, 
Tun·et Lodge, Routh Road, Wandsworth Common, S. W. 

Sir,-I he1·ewith enclose a contribution of 

in aid of the Associct,tion. 

Nmne 

Full Aclclress _______________ _ 

BANKERS: The London and South Western Bank, Limited (Clapham 
Junction Branch), 3, Garfield Terrace, Clapham Junction, S.W. 

Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 

EDWARD STEELE, Esq., Hon. Treasurer, Turret Lodge, Routh Road, 
Wandsworth Common, S.W. 

Receii·ed, with thanks, fi·om _____ _ 
---

the sum, oj ______ pounds ______ _ . hilling.· 
and _________ pence______ 188 _ 

.£ 

N. B.-A statement of Receipts and Expenditure will b - --
e prepared by the Committco 

• and forwarded to all Contributors. 
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Metropolitan Board· of Works. 

July 13th, 18b7. 

Mv LoRD, • 
Re WANDSWORTH COMMON. 

I am requested by the Committee of this Association to draw 
the attention of the Metropolitan Board of Works to the following 
question, and to the answer of the Secretary of State for War in 
:the House of Commons relative to Wandsworth Common, viz :-

Mr. Kimber asked (r6th February, 1888) the Secretary of 
State for War-" Whether tht'! action-at-law referred to 
"in the answer to a question put on February 3rd, 1887, 
'' relative to the extensive damage to \Vandsworth 
" Common by the vehicular traffic of the tenant of the 
"Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund, is still 
" pending?" 

Mr. Stanhope answered ( Times, 17th February 1888 )
« The powers of the Conservators of \Vandsworth 
" Common were transferred last year by an Act of Par
" liament to the Metropolitan Board of Works. I think 
'' my hon. friend would best obtain the information on 
:: the subject refe_rr~d to from that body. I may • add 

that the Comnuss1oners of the Royal Patriotic Fund 
"do not admit the alleged damage." 

• In the opinion of this Committee the reply of the Secretar 
<lf _State for War may be parliamentary, but it is decided! ~ 
:Sat1sfact~,ry. If " the Co~missioners do not admit the afle ~~ 
damage, Mr. Stanhope might have t9ld the House of Comm~n 
.and the country why they did not go into Court and at leas! 
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Ube .Memorial 
OF THE 

WANDSWORTH COMMON PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 

TO THE 

Metropolitan Board· of Works. 

July l 3th, 18&7. 
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To the Metropolitan Board of Works. 

THE MEMORIAL of the Wandsworth Common 
Protection Association. 

SHEWETH: 

'{tbat, under the provisions of the Metropolitan Board of 
·works (various powers) Act, 1887, the management of 
Wandsworth Common is vested in the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, with power to exercise all the functions-with the 

exception of levying a separate local rate-formerly 
M~eaft~- discharged by the Conservators under the pro-

visions of the Wandsworth Common Act, 18 7 1, which 
provides that it shall be the duty of the administrative 
authority of the Act '' to keep the Common for ever open 
'' and unenclosed and unbuilt on (cl. 33), for purposes of 
"health and unrestricted exercise and recreation (cl. 37)," 
and to '' protect the turf, gorse, heather,- timber, and other 
trees, shrubs, and brushwood thereon ( cl. 35).'' 

~bat in the opinion of your memorialists the Common 
may be materially improved by a judicious and compara

tively moderate expenditure, and thus afford in
Improtve- creased facilities for recreation and enjoyment to a 

men s. I • f h • h b. f • arge sect10n o t e m a 1tants o th1s crowded 
metropolis. 

ttbat one of the most urgent needs is a series of good and 
suitable footpaths-not of mud, loose shingle, brick-ends. 

or other material which nobody will walk upon, 
Footpatbs. but of-something calculated to afford comfort and 
convenience to the public: such paths would be gratefully 
appreciated and would materially conduce to the preservation 
of the turf, as required by the terms of clauses 35 and 3 7 of 
the original Act. 
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'ttbat Cricket or other games permitted on the Comm 
should be played under proper regulations clearly drawn a~~ 
Cricket. firmly enforced : ~t ought to b~ possible to afford 

adequate protection to pedestrians and to prevent 
needless accidents without placing undue restrictions upon 
games. 

'ttbat it is desirable to afford facilities under reasonable 
regulations, for playing on the Common the games of Bowls 
and Tennis, or such other games as may be found 
advisable, and by charging a penny or two-pence a game 

Games. a source of revenue would be created suffi.. 
cient to secure the services of an attendant to 

maintain order and to protect the property of the public; 
examples of the working of such a plan would doubtless be 
furnished by the Corporation of Manchester, where the 
practice is followed in the public parks which have been 
purchased and are maintained by means of public rates. 

Ubat the surface of Wandsworth Common readily lends 
itself to the formation of ornamental waters or a series of 
pnnds, which if laid out with judgment, studded with small 
islands planted with suitable trees, the water not to exceed 
thirty inches in depth, with a gravel or concrete bottom, 
broad footpaths along the banks, and adequate protection 

against the dog nuisance, would be in strik.-ing 
Ornamen- contrast to mud.pools, rotting vegetation, and other 
tal Waters unmentionable filth : such a series of ornamental 
waters as is here suggested could hardly fail to exercise a 
benefical influence on the surroundings, and could be fairly 
supplied by the surplus surf1:ce water from the higher 
portions of the Common ; this method of utilising the 
resources of nature-in a district in which, in a dry season 
the rain, after a heavy fall, disappears in a few hours~ 
appears to be preferable to "under drainage," with its usually 
disastrous effect upon turf, gorse, and trees. 

Ubat although the Common possessed many fine t 
prior to 1871, and others have been since 1 rteedS, 
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trees many of the existing tree-guards might be utilised
especially those from the north side of the Common, where 
they are at present employed in the protection of trees old 
enough to take care of themselves. 

Ubat Carpet-beating on the Common appears to be an 
ancient institution, but the practice of allowing poles, ropes, 
and other gear, to be attached to the trees near the north-end 
of Baskerville Road, and of allowing persons who reside 

beyond the metropolitan area to use the site and 
~!i~f~g. draw their vehicles upon the Common is neither 

conducive to the preservation of the turf nor the 
protection of the trees: if the practice of carpet.beating on 
the Common is to be continued, stations free from these 
objections ought to be appointed. 

Ubat Horse Riding, as now practised on the Common, is 
a terror and a danger to the public, and especially to the 
Horse children, who resort to the Common in increasing 
Riding numbers; this practice should not be permitted to 

• continue, as the size of the Common, and the fact 
of its being cut up by railways and paths, render it unsuited 
for such purposes. 

Ubatt with the exception of the lamps upon the highways 
which fringe or intersect the Common, there is not even one 
upon the most frequented path. In thisdarknesstheinhabitants 
have the only alternatives either of going a long way round 
Li htin or risking the passage of a region affording ex-

g g. ceptional opportunities for evil disposed persons ; 
and there is a structure which, owing to its peculiar shape, is 
known as the" Cat's Back Bridge," forming a means of com
munication between the portions of the Common which lie 
East and West of the Brighton Rail way ; this bridge is only 
about three feet wide, and by many inhabitants is regarded 
as really dangerous at night, and this too is left in total dark
ness at all seasons of the year. 

'{tbat the assumed rights of way across portions of the 
Common for agricultural or other purposes should be stopped; 
a notable instance may be cited, deserving the careful con
sideration of your Board :-In or about the year 1855, the 
Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund acquired some 
55 acres of Wandsworth Common for £3,700, or about £68 
per acre, for the purpose of establishing a School for Girls, 
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which should "-afford a visible and permanent memor· 1 
'' the national generosity which provided the means f~: .of 
"foundation.'' Such was the patriotic fervour of the ti its 

that subscriptions were eagerly made by all class:e 
P ~h~ t· the rich and poor alike, throughout the Uniteci 

~P~~t.IC Kingdom and the Colonies, and even from foreign 
countries, and the fund speedily reached the 

enormous total of nearly one milion five hundred thousand 
pounds. It is recorded in the reports of the Royal Commis
sioners that "in one striking instance the inmates of the 
' 1 Reformatory Asylum, Smith Street, Westminster, having 
"literally nothing of their own to give, denied themselvesa 
"meal that its value might be offered as their gift.'' In 1882 

eleven acres of this land, and the Boys' School, built in 
1872-3, were sold; and in 1886, the Royal Commissioners 
reported that a further portion of the land not required for 
the Asylum (about 19½ acres) had been let to a tenant who 
will pay a rental of£ 150 per annum for a period of twenty
one years, and if, at the expiration of that period, the land is 
not required, the tenant is to have the occupation for a 
furtp.er period of twenty-one years upon an increased rental 
of £50 per annum. During the past twelve months the 
Patriotic School authorities and their tenant, who is also a 
contractor for public works and the owner of a large number 
of horses and carts, have established an extensive heavy-

wheeled traffic across a portion of the Common 
Damage whereby most serious damage has been done to th~ 
c~o~~~n. turf, gorse, and footpath, contrary to the spirit and 

intention of the original Act. The condition of 
this road has been aptly described in a special article in 
the ·Daily News (October 23rd, 1886), viz.:-:' Just past 
"the Willows a roug~ muddy road branches off into two 
'' up-ploughed quagmiry cart roads, worse than man 
"colonial bush track." A not dissimilar abuse but at p Y a . , resent 
on a smaller scale, exists at the south. west corne f h 
Common, adjacent to Burntwood Lane. Such us r O t e 
devoted to purposes of public recreation, under the es 0 ~ I.and 
of an Act of Parliament, are improper and inco P: 0 vis1~ns 
the intention of the legislature. mpatible with 

'{tbat there are pieces of adjacent land wh· 
orignally formed part of Wandsworth Comi~h, Undoubtedly 1 

have been granted or sold subject to use fi on, and which 
or garden ground. The attempt made b 0 ~ arable, pasture 1 

y t e School Board 

1tbat 
a perm, 
individua 

Bye-Laws. 

other pul 
be descri 
obtained. 

er 



ltia,\ 
for .of 

l\s .e ti 
'l tne 
~ asses 
pnit~ 
Otei&tl 

ed tb 
lO e Usand 
ornrn· lS, 

of tbe 
havini 

3elves, 
[n I88i 
built in 
,sioners 
ired for 
nt who 
twenty. 
land is 
for a 

rental 
1s the 
11s0 a 
Lm ber 
eavy
nmon, 
to the 
'it and 
ion of 
icle in 
: past 
o two 
any a 
,resent 
of the 
,f land 
visions 
le with 

btedly 
which 

astur~ 
13oar~ 

7 

Adjacent for London to appropriate a portion of the field 
Land and opposite the surrey Tavern, as a site for a school, 
M3:norial which this Association successfully resisted, is a 

Rights. case in point; the land between Trinity Road, and 
Her Majesty's Prison, now used as a nursery-ground is 
understood to be similarly placed; and with regard to the 
land attached to the Royal Victoria Patriotic Asylum for 
Girls, it was not contemplated, at the time of the transfer, 
th~t ~he land should _ever be occupied other than by school 
bu1ldmgs. By causing the Court Rolls to be examined 
your Board may learn the exact conditions under which 
these and other pieces of land are held, and probably 
for a. small consideration might be able to purchase the 
manorial rights, and thus secure, in perpetuity, their mainte
nance as open spaces. 

Ubat it is desirable the Bye.Laws should be exhibited in 
a permanent form upon the Common in order that the 
individuals named in clause 58 of the original Act may be 
Bye-Laws deprived of the plea of ignorance as to the nature 

• of the law; the titles of the Acts, Bye-Laws, or 
other public documents concerning the Common should also 
be described, the price stated, and where copies may be 
obtained. 

~our tmemotfaltsts desire particularly to draw the 
attention of your Board to the objects for which the 
land attached to the Royal Victoria Patriotic Asylum 
has been severed from the Common; your Memo
rialists are of opinion that its diversion to the uses of 
an individual trader in the manner shown, is entirely 
ultra vires, and contrary to the intention_s of the 
donors, since, as regards the C~mmon ~1ghts, the 
land was a gift, and being held in chanta?le trust, 
should be administered in accordance with those 
intentions: the piece recently severed com~rises some 
twenty acres, and in view of the necessity for the 
maintenance of open spaces 1n and near t~e m e~ro
polis, your Memorialists trust that t_his serious 
alienation may have the prompt attent10n of Y?ur 
Board, as the only power i~ ~xistence possessing 
the right and means of resisting so great an en-

croachment : And 
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mour /memortalfst~ respectfully s1;1bmit that it is r 
ticable and desirable to afford mcreased faciliti~ t· 
recreation and games, under proper regulationt or 
provide good and suitable footpaths, and to c~uto 
them to be lighted; to improve and maintain ornse 
mental waters ; to plant suitabl~ t~ees; and ~~ 
obtain, as far as practicable, the manorial rights over 
certain pieces of land adjacent to the Common• 
and, in the words of the original Act, to do all thos~ 
things best calculated to promote the " health, exer. 
cise, and recreation " of the people : And 

IDonr .®emorfalfsts further respectfully submit that, in 
addition to paying the general rate of the Metro. 
politan Board of Works, the inhabitants of the 
district have, by means of a separate local rate, 
contributed about £13,000 for the preservation 
and maintenance of the Common since the passing 
of the Act of 1871 ; they, therefore, feel justified in 
urging that they have strong exceptional claims 
upon your Board for favourable consideration. 

And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
EDWARD STEELE (Hon. Treas.) 

Chairman of the Meeting. 
ALGERNON BLACK, 
JOHN BLACKBEARD, 
J. H. CowHAM, 
w. H. DICKINSON, 
w. KERSHAW EDWARDS, 
GEORGE ENNIS, 
EDWARD w. FITHIAN, 
ORMOND lNNOUS, 
HENRY J. JONES, 
w. SHELLARD LATHAM, 
JAMES H. MACE, 
JAMES p. MOORE, 
JOHN RICHARDSON, 
W, W. SAUNDERS, 
GEORGE T. SMITH, 

RICHARD N. STEVENS 

JOSEPH BARRS TATA~. 

EDWARD JOHNSON, Hon. Sec. 
July IJlh, r887. 

Members of tl1e 
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<COPY of a letter to the Chairman of the Metropolitan Board 
of Works. All who are Interested In the preservation 
of open spaces-and who are not Interested In such a 
vital question ?-are most earnestly requested to keep 
this most important question in view at all forthcoming 
Elections in the MetPopolls. 

Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 
•• The fear is naturally and justly entertained at Wandsworth 

" that the lettins- these a.ores for market ll'a.rdens is the first step [to 
•· building]. It 1s an a.et of alienation, It is setting up a kind of 
" private ownership. . , If for mo.rket gardens. why not for houses 
•• and streets P is the question people ask, and there is no answer."
Daily News, November 18th, 1886. 

" Every new proposal for destroying a Common should be watched 
4 ' with the utmost jea.lousy."-Mamial of Political Eco110111y by tlie (late) Right 
Ho11. Hmry Fawcett, M.P.: Sixtl1 Editum, p. 237. 

" The whole area of London is insuffl.oient to supply its population 
, .. with fresh air, and the free •space that is wanted for wnolesome 
•• reorea.tion."-Co11tr111porary Review, February, 1884. 

To THE RIGHT HoN. LORD MAGHERAMORNE, K.C.B., 
Cltairman of the Metropolitan Board of Works. 

Mv LORD,· 
Re WANDSWORTH COMMON. 

I am requested by the Committee of this Association to draw 
the attention of the Metropolitan Board of Works to the following 
question, and to the answer of the Secretary of State for War in 
the House of Commons relative to Wandsworth Common, viz :-

Mr. Kimber asked ( 16th February, 1888) the Secretary of 
State for War-" Whether the action-at-law referred to 
"in the answer to a question put on February 3rd, 1887. 
'' relative to the extensive damage to Wandsworth 
" Common by the vehicular traffic of the tenant of the 
"Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund, is still 
" pending?" 

Mr. Stanhope answered (Times, 17th February, 1888)
" The powers of the Conservators of Wandsworth 
"Common were transferred last year by an Act of Par
" liament to the Metropolitan Board of Works. I think 
"my hon. friend would best obtain the information on 
"the subject referred to from that body. I may add 
"that the Commissioners of the Royal Patriotic Fund 
"do not admit the alleged damage." 

In the opinion of this Committee the reply of the Secretary 
-of State for War may be parliamentary, but it is decidedly un-
-satisfactory. If " the Commissioners do not admit the alleged 
damage," Mr. Stanhope might have told the House of Commons 
.and the country why they did not go into Court and at least 
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WANDSWORTH COMMON 

er:,.deavour to justify their action. Until a complete answer t 
t i~ question l1as been received, those who have given the matt 0 

their careful consideration are not likely to change their viewer 
Th~ damage most certainly exists; it has ~een photographed, an~ 
copies sent to the Commissioners ; and 1t has been accurate! 
described in the public press as " up-ploughed, quagrniry cart~ 
" d roa s, worse than many a colonial bush track." ---

Since applic_ation to yout Board is suggested, for inforrnat1•0 h . • h n on t e subject, I am instructed to mquue w at steps, if an 
have been taken by the Metropolitan Board of Works to secu/' 
unimpaired, the public interests involved? e, 

It is rumoured that the terms which were understood t 
nave been practically agreed upon between the respective lega~ 
advisers of the late Board of Conservators of Wandsworth 
Common and the Royal Comm1ss1oners of the Patriotic Fund
in July of last year-have been withdrawn_ by the latte:, apparently 
in the hope of inducing your Board tacitly to acqmesce in the 
perpetuation of a grievous wrong. If this rumour be accurate 
ther~ ought now to be no hesitation, in a matter of public concern 
to openly state the facts. The public interests are not likely to b~ 
damaged by a frank admission. 

I am desired to commend a suggestion to the attentive 
consideration of your Board :--A simple method of settlement, 
which has not yet been publicly discussed, would be for your 
Board to re-purchase the 19½ acres of the land, which, the 
Commissioners have reported to Parliament, is '' not at present 
"required for the use of the Asylum,'' and the present rental of 
which is £150 per annum. Of the original site (55 acres), 
purchased for £3,700, or less than £68 per acre, th~ Com
missioners have already sold about 12 acres; hence, if the 
freehold of these 19½ acres which were purchased by the 
Commissioners for, say £1,326, and now "not required'' were 
re-purchased by your _B~ard for, say £3,000, and restored to t~e 
Common the Comm1ss10ners would still retain an ample site 
of 2 3½ a~res, the cost of which, by the arrangement suggested, 
would be reduced to a purely nominal sum. 

• • If the contention should be set up that Parliament sanctioned 
1 • e of a large slice of Wandswho!thh the purchase, at a n?rnina pnc , y but w 1c 

Common in the bellef that the land was nece_ss~r ' f the 
mature experience ha~ led the ~oyal Cornm1ss~~nr~~ui~ed for 
Patriotic Fund to officially report is " no~ at prete r ve that Par
" the use of the Asylum," we muSt declme ~o / 1~r provide a 
ll·ament would be unwilling to rectify the m1sta e h • tention 
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WANDSWORTH COMMON. ·3 

f the legislature to sanction the injury of which we complain 
~o the remaining portion of the unenclosed Common which by 
statutory· enactment it is the duty of your Board to maintain and 
Improve " for the purposes of health and unrestricted exercise 
and recreation'' of the people.-See Wandsworth Common Act 
(34 and 35 Viet., eh. clxxxi.) 

It should be borne in mind that the inhabitants of the district 
generously raised a large sum to procure the Act of 1871, and 
from that date, to the passing of the Act of 1887, the ratepayers 
of the two parishes of Battersea and Wandsworth have, by means 
of a separate local rate, maintained the Common. Moreover, 
during all those years, the inhabitants of the two parishes have 
been rated for the maintenance of your Board without receiving 
from it any assistance in aid of the Common; they have, therefore, 
very just claims upon the consideration of the Board. Some 
nine months have elapsed since a Memorial was presented to your 
Board directing attention to these circumstances, and to the state of 
the Common; and, in the public interests, suggesting improvements, 
such as the public exhibition of the Bye-laws, the lighting of the 
footpaths, &c. ; but to this time no satisfactory action has been 
taken. To that memorial I have again to call the attention of 
your Board, and to suggest that the promised deputation of the 
Parks and Open Spaces Committee of your Board, referred to in 
Mr. Wakefield's letters of December 22nd, 1887, and January 
_14th, 1888, should meet our Committee by appointment to 
inspect the Common, and especially to view the grievous damage 
complained of, 

A brief list of the duties which the Metropolitan Board of 
Works last year sought and obtained parliamentary sanction to 
undertake and discharge may be thus summarised :-

Under the provisions of the Wandsworth Common Act, it is 
the duty of the Board to "protect the turf" (cl. 35), to 
"abate all encroachments and attempted encroachments 
"on the Common and preserve it as an open 
"space" {clause 33), to "plant trees and shrubs, for 
"shelter and ornament'' and to '· make and maintain 
"such roads and ways as may be necessary and 
"proper" (cl. 37), and to makeBye-laws "for the 
"prevention or restraint of any act or thing tending to 
"the injury or disfigurement of the Common, or to inter
" ft:rence with the use thereof by the public for purposes 
"of exercise ancl recreation" (cl. 58). 
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4 WANDSWORTH COMMON 

The provisions of the Act and the bounden duty of the Board 
are, therefore, equally clear and unmistakable. In the public mind, 
it is felt to be within the power as well as the plainest public duty 
of the Board to improve the Common and to protect it from injury. 
If this cannot be done, then the Act of Parliament for the protec
tion of Wandsworth Common is merely waste paper and its 
administration a farce. Moreover, this question is becoming of 
increasing importance in view of the very large sums of public 
money now being applied to secure addition~! open spaces for 
the recreation of the people within the metropolitan area. Unless 
local authorities clearly shew their inclination and exercise their 
powers in the protection of existing open spaces, public confidence 
will be destroyed and a great and useful work impeded. 

In conclusion, the Committee desire to express a hope that 
no arrangement may be entered into or entertained by your Board 
with the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund which does 
not fully and entirely prohibit a continuance of the damage to the 
Common by either the Commissioners or their tenant and 
.adequately provide for the reparation of existing damage. ' 

It is intended to give general circulation to this letter. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Lordship's obedient Servant, 

EDWARD JOHNSON, Hon. Sec. 

DoRLCOTE RoAD, 

WANDSWORTH COMMON, s. w. 
ntli April, r888. 
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To the Metropolitan Board of Works, 

THE ~1E~IORIAL of the V ·audsworth Co1nmon 
Protection Association, 

P1· ented pu1·suant to tlie 'letter of the Board of Octobe1· l 7th, 1888 • 

... HEWETH: 
1!bat the inhabitants of the populous districts of Batters~a 

and Wandswort11 especially, and of. the whole. ~etrop~hs 
generally, continue to suffer serious grievance and mJm·y WJth 
rei pect 

1st-To improper and unlawful user of Wandsworth Common. 
2nd--To the present use of land formerly part of the Common 

but diverted to other purposes. 
3rd-To the administration and maintenance of the Common 

as now vested in the Metropolitan Board of Works. 

(A) AS TO IMPROPER Al~D UNLAWFUL USER OF THE 
COMMON. 

J/}OUt' fflemot'ialists desire to bring urgently to your notic, 
that the tenant of the Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund 
continues to this day, for the purposes of his trade, an abnormal 
and excessive user of the easement which formerly attache l to 
the Patriotic School (qua school) of a grass-grown light cart 
track across the Common, from the Trinity Road to the farm 
entrance of the school land. 

~bat this user jrnposes upon the Common, the er ient 
tenement, a burden which is altogether novel, exce sive and 
injurious. That it has ea.used serious damage to the gorse an l 
turf, and, at the expense of the Common, greatly wicl ned 
the track, from which clouds of dust arise in the summer, im l 
which in the winter is an up-ploughed "quagmire." 

'l!bat the Tenant of the Commissioners hns project d from 
an original "gate cottage" a considerable houso ns ·a r0 ·id 'HCP 
for himself an<l family. That the windows of this new projection 
are the commencement of "Ancient Lights" aud "Rio·ht. 
of Prospect " and that there is some evidence of an intentio~ t,o 
ext~nd the newly developed frontage thus begun by the for
~n~t!?D of a path along the whole frontage of the Common to th ~ 
Trnuty Road, and the erection of an additional doorway b 
trespass opening on to the Common. 

tend~b~t the user of the Ten!l'nt of the Royal Commissioner., 
t· t gie_atly to P?llute the au·, tl10 land occupied beino· from 
~~~-to· tedlDle heavily manured, and extensive pigo·eries 0 boi11o-

QIUJ. am thereon. 0 0 
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believe that, un<ler the c!rcui:1stances of its acqui~ition 
and appropriation, t~e d1vers1on of a grca~ portion 1>y 
the Commissioners 111 the ma:1-lle~· shown 1s ?-1togethe1• 

unlawful and contrary to public right and pohcy. A.N1> 
YOUR MEMORIALISTS therefore recommenu that the 
Charity Commissioners be consulte<.l as to the validity 
of the lease <Tranted by the Commissioners of th(} 

Patriotic Fund~ and that if necessary an Act should 1t· 
obtained for its cancellation, and the restoration 01 

the land so alienated to the direct use of the schoo1 
with a declaration that it shall £or ever remain ope~ 
and devoted to that use alone. 

))1our @emorialtst.s [Section C.] desire to remind your 
honourable Boarrl that these grievances have alreacly 
been brought under its notice in the fullest detail 1;y 
your Memoria1i. t ' report dated March, 1887, by the{1· 
Memorial to your honourable Board, dated l:3th July 
1887, and by their letter to Lord Magheramorne, dated 
11th April, 1888. Copies of these documents bav 
been furni ·hed to every mP.mber of your Board, and 
further copie::; there.of are hereto appended :-A.NI> 
YOUR MEMORIALISTS m conclusion desire very respeet
fully t<;> remin_d your honourable Board, as the central 
a~thor1ty havmg charge of the interests of the public. 
with re~pect .to . Commons and Open Spaces in the 
r.tetropohtan d1str1ct, of the pressing and vital ·t 
of putting an end at once to all attempts at necessi Y 
ment of the kind herein alluded to and O e~cro~~h
of. imm.ediate and energetic actio::i_ for ii{'he desll'~b1hty 
ahenat1on of quasi Common lands such e restraint of" 
held in trust by the Commissioners of th pas ~h?s~ now 

~ 1 ""' . n" , , e atr1otic Fund 
--',;\ lv }?Ol\t 111.,emonaltsts as in duty bou l •11 • n ' w1 Y r pray. 

]fe1nbers oj the Com?11,ittee of' 
the W ~dswo1·th Commo;i 
P1·otection Association, 

Octoue'i· 23rd, 188B. 

( RICHARD . STEVENS. 

Chaii·man of the Veetin,,7. 
ALGERNON BLACK , 

J OBN BLAOKBEAR~ 
J. H. COWHAM ' 
F ' 
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~c,"etb, PART r. 
~ V dsworth Common Act, 187 r (34 and 35 Viet., 

,.11t the. ~ )adefines the duties of the Conservators of the Common 
ttv eh, c1xxx1. 

e Common "for the purposes 
oordanoe with the provisions 

Council, . of the " Manorial 
lmmon, with the view to the 
•"' rAAtnf'Atinn +,. +"-• ",,.,__.--.,.,. 

1J}and$W.ll.d4 ~01111qoq 'J~otc~tioq luo~iution, 
For the purpose of- . . 

. -Directing public atten~1o_n to the grievous_ d~mage to the Common by the vehicular traffic of the tenant 
1• of the Royal CommIssIoners of the Patr1ot1c Fund • 

.. -Representing to the Cou~ty Council. the justice an? eauity of protecting the Common "for the purposes 
11• of health and unrestricted exercise and recreation of the people, 111 accordance with the provisions 

of the Wandsworth Common Act, 1871. 

'ii.-Promoting the transf~r, from th~ Lord of the Manor to the County Council, of the "Manorial 
1 Rights" over certain lan_ds a?Jacent to and formerly part o~ the_ Common, with the view to the 

recovery of such lands, their maintenance as Open Spaces, and their ultimate restoration to the Common. 

A.r,GERNON BLACK 

JOHN BLACKBEARD 

.r. H. CowHAM 
FBEDER!OK G. DELANO, 

Hon. Treas. 
W. H. DICKINSON 
w. KERSHAW EDWARDS 

COMMITTEE. 
GEORGE ENNIS 
EDWARD w. FITHIAN 
ORMOND lNNOUS 
EDw ARD JOHNSON, Hon. Sec. 
HENRY J. JONES 
w. SHELLARD LATHAM 
JA.MES H. MACE 

With power to add. 

REPORT. 

JAMES p. MOORE 
JOHN RICILUlDSON 
GEORGE T. SMITH 
EDw ARD STEELE 
RicHAim N. STEVE ·s 
J.B. TA.TAM 

.J: UGENT C. WALSH 

YoUB COMMITTEE, in presenting to the subscribers and supporters of the Association an 
audited statement of account, embrac'3 the opportunity of submitting a brief summary of their 
proceedings. 

On the 1st of November, 1886, a meeting of a few residents was held for the purpose of direct
ing public attention to the "grievous damage to the Common by the traffic of the tenant of the 
Patriotic School Grounds.'' It was then in contemplation to form a Wandsworth Common 
Preservation Committee to make representations to those in authority, with the view of 
preventing a most unfair use of the land, which, under the provisions of the Wandsworth 
Common Act of 1871, was henceforth to be maintained '' for purpose& of health and unrestdcted 
exercise and recreation '' of the people. The promoters of the meeting found in existence the 
Wandsworth Common Ratepayers' Protection Association, which had already done useful work, 
and the two were at once united under the wider title of the WANDSWORTH COMMON PROTECTION 
Assocu.TION. 

Public Meetings were held in the Wandsworth 'fown Hall on the 15th November, 1886, 
under the presidency of Mr. John Bell; and at St. Andrew's Hall, Balham, on the 17th 
of Dec~mber, 1886, under the presidency of Mr. John Black~e9:rd. At these meetings a series of 
resolut10ns were passed in support of the work of the. Association. . . 

'.fh_e Wandsworth meeting adopted a memorial to the _Royal Corrumss1on~rs of the 
Patnot~c Fund which was ordered to be signed by the Chair~an for pre~entation. The 
ll!emo11al was duly signed and presented.; it has already been published and ctrculated. 

Photographs.-Messrs. Clarke & Clarke generously offered to take photogr~phs of t_h~ damage, 
~t a n~minal cost, and on the 30th of November, 1886, they succeeded m obtamm% some 
interestmg pictures of___:_in, the languaae of the Daily News-" the up-ploughed quagmtry ea.rt 
road~ :'70rse than many a colonial b~sh track." These photographs were forwarded to the 
Patr1ot1c Fund Commissioners and others, and copies have been presented to and may be seQJl 
at the Wandsworth Public Free Library. . 

L~gal Proceedings.-In 1886 an action-at-law was comm~nced . agam~t the Roya.I 
~~ssioners of the Patriotic FunJ and their tenant ; and behind this act19.h, _the Oom
nussioners have for a long time sheltered themselves by pretending they could no discuss t 
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matter. Questions in Parliament have been evaded in like manner. In consequence f 
transfer of the managing authority, hereafter referred to, the action-at-law has been droppe~ ~e 
a letter from the Metropolitan Board of Works, dated the 28th of November, 1888 in answ~ : 
the "second memorial" presented by deputation to that body, it is stated that:.:___" The B~a d 
" made an application to the High Court of Justice on the 21st instant, for leave to prosecu~ 
" the suit commenced by the Conservators of Wandsworth Common with a view to restrictin e 
"the use of a track across the Common to premises in th~ occupation of Mr. Neal; the a.pplica.tio! 
" was, however, unsuccessful ; and the Board has accordingly referred to a Committee for con. 
" sideration, the question of instituting such other proceedings as may be necessary to assert the 
"Board's rights as against the Patriotic Fund Commissioners and other parties." 

Before leaving this subject it may be noted that the legal charges which must have been 
incurred by the Patriotic Fund Commissioners in the preparation for the defence of an action 
which has been pending two yecvrs, must have been considerable. Doubtless, this waste of 
"charitable funds " £or the purpose of sustaining a public wrong would have amply sufficed to make 
a separate entrance from the Trinity Road which abuts upon the Patriotic chool grounds. Your 
Committee can only record their regret that such a policy should have been ptll'S11ed. 

Two Deputations have waited upon the Metropolitan Board of Works and presented 
Memorials relative to the state of the Common and suggesting improvements. The fir t was 
presented on the 5th of August, 1887, and the second on the ~6th October, 1 , when, on behaU 
of the Committee, Mr. Henry Kimber, M.P., addressed the Board at some length. The thanks 
of the subscribers a.re due to the honourable member and other gentlemen who attended to 
support the memorials. 

Inspection of the Damage.-The Parks and Open Spaces Committee of the :\letropolit n 
Board of Works inspected the damage to the Common on the 6th October, 188 . ~fr. Kimber, 
M.P. a.lso met the Committee on that occasion. The Chairman and several members of the 
Parks and Open Spaces Committee freely admitted the abuses of which the Associat.ion com
plains, but your Committee were surprised to find that they ha.d not the support of the repre
sentative of the Wandsworth district on the Metropolitan Board of ork . To prevent any 
misapprehension the Committee feel it to be a public duty incumbent upon them to place the 
fact on record. 

On the 9th of February, 1889, four of the six members-(the fifth being abroad, and the sixth 
who was unable to be present, having since made a personal inspection}-of the County Council 
for the divisions of Battersea, Clapham, and Wandsworth, met your Committee and viewed the 
damaae. A course of action was then agreed upon. The thank of tbtl Committee and sub cribers 
are d~e to these gentlemen for the cordial interest they have already manifested in the question. 

Publications.-The Committee hav~ fo~md it desirable to keep the public informed, of the 
steps they have taken, by m_e~ns of publioat1ons.. The)' have, theref?re, preps.red and i sued to 
the inhabitants, local authorities, members of public bodies and others mterested in the protection 
of open spaces:-

i.-A circular to the inhabitants in December, 1880. 
ii.-;-A circular of" Opinio11s of the Pross,'' lists of photogrnphs, ,·o. in January, 1 7. 
iii -Report of the Committee (pamphlet 24 pp.), l\Inroh, 1 7, containing a) Ma (b . . 

• the proprietor of the Pall Mall Gazct~c), of the lnnd leased. (b) Copy of them P J:Jermiss~on °1 
respondence with the Royal Comm1ssionors. (c) Questions in Parlin.me t emdn to an oor
Correspondence with the Charity Oommissioners. (c) Letters to nnd O . 11.;ll n.n.swers. (d) 
(/) Subscriptions received and statement of nooount. PlDlons of the Pre s. 

. uemorial (I) to the Metropolitau Board of Works (lllth July 1887) 1 . 1v.-.u f th (d • k d , re at1ve to (a) t (b) improvements, (c) ootpa _s,_ ) ?n? et. an other games, (e) oma.m man gemen , 
(g) carpet beating, (h} horse :idm_g, (1,) hghtmg, (7) patriotic trust and d en~l water , (f) trees, 
(k) adjacent land and memonoJ :.1ghts, (l) bye-laws. a.mnoe to the Common, 
L tt ers to the Chairman of the Metropolitan Board of Works April 1 v.- e I' J 

. l\I morial (II) to the Metropolitan Board of Works (23rd Oct b • 
vi.- !awful user of the Common, (2nd) the present use of land 1 er. 1 ) on ( 1st) improper and di erted to other purposes, (Srd) the administration and maint ormer Y part of the Common but 

v euance of the common. ' 
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~bewetb, PART 1. 

he Wandsworth Common Act, 187 r (34 and 35 Viet., 
'(tbitJh, ~lx~xi.) ~efines the duties of the Conservators of the Common 

Wandsworth Common Pratection Association. 

1'o FREDERICK G. DELANO, Esq., lion. Treasu,re1·, 

16, Baskerville Road, Wandsworth Oommon, S. TV. 

Sir,-[ herewith enclose a cont?<ibution of 

, in aid of the Association. 

Nc(l,ne --------------------
F-u ll Address -----------------

BANKERS: The London and s·outh Western Bank, Limited (Clapham 
Junction Branch), 3, Garfield Terrace, Clapham Junction, 5.W. 

Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 

F. G. DELANO, Hon. Treas., ~p, Baskerville Rd.,_Wandsworth Comri1on. 

Received, with thanks, from _______ -- -

tlte sum, of-_______ poimds _______ shillings 

rJncl _________ pe11ce ________ J88_ 

£ 

I. R ·1 ts 1111d Ex=nditure will be prepared l>y tho Commilleo 
X J: -A slat.en cnt o cc~• > •·- . 

,rnd rorw4 rdecl to nll Contnbutors. 
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~ 1.,ommon ''. for the purp<;>ses 
0rdanoe with the provisions 

Council, of the " Manorial 
mmon, with the view to the 
te restoration to the Common. 

correspondence.-N_ecessarily a rather extensive corres d 
r eoromi tee and those m authority and others who tak pon_ ence has taken place betw 

)ou In thi m . t e an mterest in th een 
Open paces.. s an~er many m erestmg particulars have be e preservation of 

d n1etropolitan p-ress public attP.nt10n has been frequently dr en colle?ted. In the local 
$U awn to the subJect 

Improvements.-The watching 0f the Common is mu h • • 
have been r~p~·erl, ugl~ ~tches have been filled in, some po~ti~!flo:d, some of the foot-paths 
yhose duty 1t 1s to admm1ster the Act should not forget th t th e been levelled (but those 

~erved), the "cat's-back-bridge" over the L:mdon and Bria~on :aftatural features are to be per
it number of trees have been planted on the south side of°th C way has_ been re-constructed, 
the new bye-laws have been erected, and to the great ret £°~mon, notice boards containing 
~hildrtln, carpet beatin_g and r~ding across the Common have :ee~ f~~b"ts and delight of the 

There however, still remams much to be done. The foot- athp O• 1 ited. 
they ought to be, and not one of them is yet lighted. More tr!es s :rt ndot :early _as good_ a 
;vill be planted, would add to the beauty of the Common Th~ w.e:t 'a ou tle~s,_ m due tune 
unwarrantable traffi~ across the Co~on by the tenant of th~Patriotfc Scho bf8e ansmg_ fr?m ~he 
to be abated, and m respect of this your Committee hope and b r O grihds still remarns 
County Council will have something,de:finite to say. e ieve e newly elected 

Changes of Local Authority.-Among the dliliculties with which c · h had t t d t b • d your omllllttee 
favteh l lo cotnhe~t muist wil~ ml bent10ne the re~arkable successive changes in the constitution 

-0 e oca au on y. e remembered \ihat the Conservators of the C • t d 
d th · · l .\ t f 1871 • ommon apporn e un er e ongma .--1.c o . were relieved of their functions and the manaa t f th 

Common transfen:ed ~o the Metropolitan Board of Works 'on the passint~f° th~ Ac~ 
promotP.d by the 13:uter m 1887. And under the provisions of the Local Government Act of 
1888, the Metropolitan ~oard of Work_s also has been superseded. From April, 1889, the manage
ment of the Common will ?e vested _m the Cou1;1-ty Council of London, whose members, being 
elected ~y, are fully entitled to give express10n to the wishes of the inhabitants of the 
!ifetropohs, to whom the question of the preservation and extension of open spaces is of vital 
Importance. 

Contributions.-The appended audited accounts made up to the 2 th of Februar 1 9 
shQw that £62 lls. 2cl. had been received, and £54 18s. 4cl. expended, leaving a. bal~nce of 
£1_ 12s. lOcl. in the bank and in hand. The Honorary Treasu!·er desires, on beha.lf of the Com
mittee, to tender thanks to all who have assisted in raising the necessary funds for the promotion 
of a work so essential to the health and well-being of the inhabitants. When it is borne in mind the 
large sums contributed and the valuable services rendered by Sir Henry Peek, Ba.rt., Mr. Ransome, 
Mr. B~ckmaster, and many others, for the purpose of procuring the Act of Pa.rlia.m~nt for the pre
.servat1on of the Common and the exertions which have been made from time to trme to pre ent 
-e~croachments, the Co~ittee hope and believe they will not now ~ppea.1 in vain for suffici~nt funds 
with_which to protect from most unwarrantable damage the port1?n of the Common. dedicated to 
pubhc uses, under the provisions of that excellent Act. The protection ~f the Oo!11filon ~snow vested 
m_ the County Council whose local members there is good reason to believe are m cordial sympa.thy 
wi~h our ~oderate and just representations ; bu.t it must not be overl°?~ed ~hat many omer 
clauns WJli be made upon the time and atten~1on of ~hose gentlemen , _it will, therefo~ be 
necessary to continue to press our case upon their attention. In conclusion the Com~ttee 
earn_estly appeal to the inhabitants of the district to afford them more energetic ~ 
efficient support in the efforts now being made for the protection and preserqtlO!l 
of what remains of this once magnificent Common. Further ~eglec: Id apa 
may throw the balance of power into the hands of the powerfuf bd es dw. 0 -ene 
!PPear to be devoted to obtaining possessiQn of Comddn ~ . .!lf, eVQ 
b ny and every use but that for which it :wB~l41-~ e ' viz. 

ealth and unrestricted exercise and recrea 
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Correspondence.-Necessarily a rather extens· 
your Committee and _those in authority and others ;~~ ~~treesii~~den~e h~s taken place between 
Open Spaces. In this manner many interestin . t" 1 nterest m the preservation of 
.and metropolitan press public attAntion has bee! J:qr icutfrsd~ave been colle?tecl In the local 

uen Y rawn to the subJect. 
Jmprovements.-The watching 0f the Common is h • 

have been repairecl, ugly ditches have been filled in muc . improved, some of the foot-paths 
whose duty it is to administer the Act should not f~!;~et~o~t~~ns have been levelled (but those 
-served), the "cat's-back-bridge" over the L::mdon and lri ~ e -ratural features are to be per
a number of trees have been planted on the south side olthin, rai way has_ been re-constructed, 
the new bye-laws have been erected and to the g t li ~o~mon, notice boards containing 
~hildrt3n,. carpet beating and riding acr~ss the Commor:ah re be O pahr~b~ts and delight of the 

Th h t ·11 - ave een pro i 1ted ere owever, s i remams much to be done The f t th • 
they ought to be, and not one of them is yet lighted. Mor~otr!e~ ;:-ri ndot ~1arly _asdgood_ as 
will be planted, would add to the beauty of the Common Th~ ·e:t ' ou e~s,_ m ue time 
unwarrantable traffic across the Common by the tenant of th~ Patriotfc S habluse ar1dsmgillfrom ~he 

b bated a d i t f thi c 00 groun s st remams to e a , . 11 . n respec o s your Committee hope and believe th 1 1 t d 
.County Council will have something_d-e:finite to say. e new Y e ec e 

Changes .of Local Author_ity.-Among the difficulties with which your Committee 
have had to conte~d must b~ ment10ned the remarkable successive changes in the constitution 
-0f the local }H~thonty. It will be reme11;1 bered that t_he Con~ervators of the Common appointed 
under the ougmal Act of 1871, were reh~ved of their funct10ns, and the management of the 
Common transferred ~o the Metropolitan Board of Works on the passing of the Act 
promotP.d by the 18'.tter m 1887. And under the provisions of the Local Government Act of 
1888, the Metropolitan 1?oard of Work_s also has been superseded. From April, 1889, the manage
ment of the Common will ~e vested _m the Cou1;1ty Council of London, whose members, being 
elected by, are fully entitled to give express10n to the wishes of the inhabitants of the 
~etropolis, to whom the question of the preservation and extension of open spaces is of vital 
importance. 

Contributions.-The appended a~dited accounts made up to the 28th of February, 1889, 
show that £62 11s. 2d. had been received, and £54 18s. 4cl. expended, leaving a balance of 
:£7 12s. 10d. in the bank and in hand. The Honorary Treasu!'er desires, on behalf of the Com
mittee, to tender thanks to all who have assisted in raising the necessary funds for the promotion 
of a work so essential to the health and well-being of the inhabitants. When it is home in mind the 
large sums contributed and the valuable services rendered by Sir Henry Peek, .Bart., Mr. Ransome, 
Mr. Buckmaster, and many others, for the purpose of procuring the Act of Parliament for the pre
.servation of the Common, and the exertions which have been made from time to time to prevent 
-encroachments, the Committee hope and believe they will not now ~ppea.l in vain for suffici~nt funds 
with_which to protect from most unwarrantable damage the porti~n of the Gomm.on. dedica.ted to 
rubhc uses, under the provisions of that ex?ellent ~et. The protection <?f the Co~on ~s no vested 
m_ the County Council whose local memb~rs there 1s. good reason to believe a.re m cordial ~!)!lithy 
w1t_h our moderate and just representations ; bu_t it must not be overloo~ed ~hat many oilier 
clauns will be made upon the time and atten~1on of ~hose gentlemen; !b will, theref~~ 
necessary to continue to press our case upon their attention. In conclus1on the C 
earnestly appeal to the inhabitants of the district to afford them more en 
efficient support in the efforts now being made for the -protection ~ d 
-of what remains of this once magnificent Common. Further pe ' 
may throw the balance of power into the hands of :aie ]>owerful oat 
appear to be devoted to obtaining possessi fl Com01on an 
bany and every use but that for which • ded 

ealth and unrestricted exercise and 
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CONTRIBUTIONS received from November 1st, 1886, to February 28th, 1889 . 
·-

£ 8, 

0 10 
0 5 
0 10 
0 5 
1 1 
2 0 
0 10 
1 l 
0 6 
2 0 
0 5 
0 10 
0 2 
0 2 
0 10 

d. 

-Sir Henry W. Peek, Bart. 
Ackhurst, W. F. ... "· 
Anderson, E. G. L. 
Baker, H .... 
Barter, W, A. 
Bell. John ... 
Bendall, R. S, 
Black, A. ... .. 
Blackbeard. J .... 
Bolinirbroke, Tradesmen & 

Ratepayers' Club-per 
E. H. Parkes, Sec. 

Borley, G. W . ... 
Brown, J. G. 
Cowham, J. H ... . 
Delano, F. G. .. . 
Dickinson.W. H. .. 
Edwards, W. Kershaw ... 
Ennis, Geo ... 
Evans, W .... 
Fase. Rf'v. H. 
Fea therstonhaugb, W. 
Gaston. Mrs. 
Gingell, W. H. . .. . .. 

£ s. d. 
10 0 0 
O 5 0 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
2 0 0 
l O 0 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 

Goodman, C. H • 
•'H.C.'' ... 
Innous, 0 .... 
Jervis, G. W. 
,Johnson, E. 
Kynoch,C .... 
Kynol'h, J.. .. 
Lansell, G. .. . 
Lawrence, KG. .. . 
Longstaff, Dr. G. D. 

0 10 
0 1 
0 10 
l 1 
l 1 
1 {) 
1 1 
1 l 
0 5 
0 Ii 
1 1 
0 3 
2 2 

Lyons, Mrs. ... .. 
6 Macirone, Miss .. . 
0 Moir, C. , 
G Moir, Robert, ... 
O Moore, W. P. .. . 
O Mountain, J.C. (the late) 
O per Mrs. Mountain 
0 Pierce, E. ... ... ... ... 
0 Privett, H. .. . .. . .. . 
0 Proctor, P. F. .. . .. . .. . 
O Photographs-Tradesmen ·s 
0 Club 
0 Richardson, J .... 
0 

I 1 
0 10 
0 10 
0 5 

fi 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
0 

Saunders, W. Touzeau 
balance of the WRnds: 
worth C'ommon Rate
payers' Protection Asso-
ciation Funcl .. . 

Schultz, G... .. . 
Smith, Guildford 
Stark, J. H. 
Steele, E. ... ... ... ... 
Steele, E. (2nrl contribution) 
Stevens, R. N. ... ... ... 
Swears, H ..... .. 
Ta.tarn, J.B. 
Thomas, Dr. 
Thomson, Major .. 
Todd, J. Courthope ... 

0 Valpy, H. ... . .. 
O Wallis, W. ... .. . 
6 Walsh, Nugent C. .. . 
0 Winder, R ... ... . .. 

0 3 0 
3 3 0 

Wing, Rev. Russell ... 
Wood, T. Vickers 

£ s. d 

3 10 8 
0 10 o 
0 2 o, 
0 5 0 

0 
(> 

I 1 
I I 
2 2 o 
I I o, 
2 0 O 
I I O 
n 10 6 
0 10 O 
1 1 o, 
0 10 O 
I 1 O 
L I 0 
1 I O 
0 10 O 

Total. . . .. ... £62 11 2 

FURTHER CONTRIBUTIONS TO CARRY C'N THE NECESSARY WORK ARE EARNESTLY INVITED. 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure from November, 1886, to FebruaPy 28th, 1889. 

RECEIPTS. 
Subscriptions, &c. ( see list above) 

£ s. d. 
62 11 2 

£62 11 2 

Ji..'xPENDITURE. 
Printing Circulars, Pamphlets. Handbills, 

Posters, &<:. . .. .. . . . . .. . .. . .. . ... 
Hire of Town Hall, Committee Rooms, &c. 
AdYertising in Local and London Papers ... 
Postages and incidental expenses ... . . 
Photol?'rnphs of damage dolie to Common ... 
Subscription to the Common Preservation 

Society (Earl of Meath, Chairman)... ... 
Balance at the Londnn and South-Western 

Bank (Claphnm ,Junction), 01111 in hand 

.£ s. d 

33 , '> 
I II 0 
8 13 0 
8 19 10 
I 5 0 

1 1 0 

7 12 10 

--
£!i2 II ! -

We have Examined these Accounts, and find them correct 
' 

28th February, 1889. ALG. BLACK, ! A d't • 
ORMOND INNOUS, I u I or~. 

Contributions may be paid to the London & South Western Bank (ClaphaJll 
Branc~), 3, Garfield Terrace, Clapham Junction, S.W., or to the Honorary Treasur;• 
Frederick G. Delano, Esq., 16, Baskerville Road, Wandsworth Common, London, 5• ' 
Cheques and Money Orders should be crossed. 

Mwrch, 1889. 
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WANDSWORTH COMMON PROTECTION ASSOCIATIO 
he purpose of-

for t. f g public attention to the grievous damage to the Common by the vehicular 
i,-0Irec ffio of the tenant of the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund. 

tra C 'I th • t· d ' • enting to the County ouncI e JUS 100 an equity of protecting the Common 
ii,-Ref.18~ the purposes of health and unrestricted exercise and recreation" of the 

0ple in accordance with the provisions of the Wandsworth Common Act, 1871, peo , 
... oting the transfer from the _Lord of the. Manor to the County Council of the 
111,-Pr.~~anorial Rights" over certain lands adJacent to and formerly part of the 

Common with the view to the recovery of such lands, their maintenance as 
Open Sp~ces, and their ultimate restoration to the Common. 

TO THE COUNTY COUNCIL FOR LONDON. 
~he #en1orial nf the Qfflanbstuotth Qlon11non 

froitdion Jlssocintion 
$bewetb, 

PART I. 
Ubat the Wandsworth Common Act, 187 r (34 and 35 Viet., 

eh. clxxxi.) defines the duties of the Conservators of the Common 
(now the County Council for London) to be " to keep the 
" Common for ever open and unenclosed and unbuilt on" 
(cl. 33), "for purposes of health and unrestricted exercise and 

"recreation'' (cl. 37), to" protect the turf" (cl. 35), 
Purpose to "abate all encroachments and attempted en

of the Act. " croachments on the Common" ( cl. 33), to "plant 
"trees and shrubs for shelter and ornament, and to 

" make and maintain such roads as may be necessary and proper " 
(cl. 37), and to make Bye-Laws "for the prevention or restraint 
"of any act or thing tending to the injury or disfigurement of the 
"Common, or to interference with the use thereof by the public 
" for purposes of exercise and recreation." ( cl. 58). The passing 
of that admirable Act ought to have been sufficient to secure 
uninjured what remains of the Common, thereby dedicated to 
public uses. 

Ubat in the year 1856 the Royal Commissioners of the Patriotic Fund 
acquired from the Lord of the Manor (Earl Spencer) about 55 
acres of Wandsworth Common for £3,700 (about £68 per acre) 

Patriotic 
School 
land. 

for a site and school devoted to the • education 
of orphan girls of our soldiers, sailors and marines, 
and, in the words of a Report of the Royal Com
missioners intended to afford " a visible and per
" manent ;nemorial of the national generosity which 

contributed to its foundation"· in 187 1 a portion of the said land, 
"about 12 acres,'' was set apa;t for a school for boys, of a "public 

and 

I I rh;i-P;tri;ticF~a:·wwr; s;;;;:i.;;~t;~;;;esu;t th~~ T;~i 
•' London pa.rish for the purposes of e.n industrial school_. . 
11 generosity, Lord Spenc~r granted t'!o large plo~s to buildi 
11 that process of rectifying bounda.nes .~d ta.king off ug 
11 [interests of the] public. This process 1s mdeed sp~k~n ~ 
" interest of the public a.lone, but curiously enoud,gh 1\j8 • 
" fence b ta.king it outwards on to the open la.n a.n m 
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CONTRIBUTI 

-Sir Henry W. Peek, Bar1 
Ack.burst, W. F. 
Anderson, E. G. L. ... 
Baker, H .... 
Barter, W. A. . . 
Bell John... ... 
Bendall, R. S. . .. 
Black, A. ... .. 
Blackbeard. J. . . . .. 
Bolingbroke, Tradesmen 

Ratepayers' Club-p 
E. H. Parkes, Sec. 

Borley, G. W .... 
Brown, J. G. 
Cow ham. J. H. . . . . .. 
Delano, F. G. . . . . .. 
Dickinson.W. H. .. 
Edwar<ls, W. Kershaw . 
Ennis, Geo .. . 
Evans, W. ... ... ... 
Fase. R£>v. H. .. . 
Featherstonhaugb, W. 
Gaston. Mrs. 
Gingell, W. H. . .. . .. 

FURTHER CONTRIBI 

2 

d Permanent character,'' erected at a cost of upwards of r 
an • h f th 'd 1 "'"'20

•0"~ but which together with t e 12 ac_re~ o e sai and Were Wit:'• 
8 years of the completion of th~ bmldmg, sold ~y t~e ~ommissionhin 
for about £ 33,000, and thus diverted from their ongmal purpose ers 
See map rn. b. & c. ' ·-

1tbat in 1 886 the Royal Comm!s?ioners of the Patriotic Fund leased 
about 19½ acres of the remammg lan_d for a te~n:i of 21 years, at a 
yearly rental of £ 150 per annum (with a pr?v1s1on for continuin 

the tenancy for a further period of 2 r years at g 
Land increased rental of £50 per annum) to a tenaan 

• h b • f " 1· nt leased. carrymg on t e usmess o a ime, cement a d 
"brick merchant, w~arfinger, ballast,. tarpaving, a~d 

"general contractor and c~r~an, ~n~. whose busmess has been 
recently converted into a limited hab1hty company, of which th 
tenant is the chairman.--See map 1c. e 

1tbat the tenant of the Royal Commissioner~ of the . Patriotic Fund 
has since 1 886, for the purpose of his busmess, which necessitates 
the' use of an extensive cartage plant, arrogated to himself a greatly 
enlaraed use of the easement (which, if it ever existed, formerly 

0 
attached to the Patriotic School, for school purposes 

Damage to alone), over a portion of the Common where-as the 
Common 25 inch scale Ordnance Map (1874-5) clearly shows

by tenant. not even a footpath or track of any kind existed 
This injurious and wrongful use thereof, utterly re~rd

less of the public rights and interests, has caused most siious 
damage to the turf and gorse, and, at the expense of the Common, 
dedicated to public uses under the provisions of the before-men• 
tioned Wandsworth Common Act, 1871, established a wide track, 
which in the winter is an " up-ploughed quagmire." The damaged 
parts were successfully photographed by Messrs. Clarke and Clarke, 
on the 30th November, 1886. A not very dissimilar encroachment 
is going on at the south-west of the Common.-See map. 

'Ubat already a most unwarrantable trespass has been committed by 
the opening of a new private entrance leading directly from the 

school grounds on to the Common for the private use 
Trespass, of the tenant, and by the erection of a considerable 

&e. house for his occupation, which, by lapse of time 
. will e~tabl~sh lights and rights of prospect over the 

C?mmon; 1f such liberties are allowed to pass unchallenged they 
will be held to establish precedents for similar encroachments. 

PART II. 
'ttbat the Wandswor~h C?mmon Act, 187 1 , provides (cl. 41) thf: 

" Earl Spencer, his heirs, and assigns, shall on every reasonab 
"request in writing by the Conservators, and at 

Conservators "their expense, produce to them or their agents,~; 
right of " in any court or elsewhere as occasion requires, tds 

access to ,, c t R 11 f ' d Wan • Court Rolls our o s o the Manor of Battersea an d fur· 
• " worth, or any l)Ortion thereof and make an ed 

" • h ' uest 1 
ms to them true copies, attested or una 
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' ' thereof, or any portion or portions thereof as they . 
d h 11 • h . require " an s a m t e meantime keep the same Court 

power to " Rolls safe and undefaced " • and Clause 
purchase vides that " the Conservators :nay from time~; tJ?ro-

land " h b 1me • 1 • g pure ase y agreement, or accept a grant of a d 
t~~~~~- "hold any land, having been, or reputed to ha:e 

" been, formerly part of or adjoining to the Common 
"and any such land when vested in the Conservators shall for th~ 
"purpose of this Act, be deemed part of the Common." ' 

itbat inasmuch as the fie_ld bounded by Trinity Road and Burntwood 
Lane, situate at the South-west corner of the Com

Land which mon, formerly Co1~mon Land, was sold by the Lord 
may not be of the Manor, subJect to the condition that it should 
built upon. never be built upon without his consent it is 

most desirable that the County Council 'should 
secure the manorial rights, and thus preserve it ac, an open space 
in perpetuity.-See map 2. 

1tbat since the land situate between H. M. Prison and Trinity Road, 
L d ested now used as a nursery ground, in the occupation of 
an in the Mr. Robert Neal, was in 1861 secured by the" Justices 
Justices "of Surrey II for the purpose of preventing its being 

of Surrey. built upon, the present would appear to be a favourable 
opportunity for the Council to acquire control over it.-See map 3. 

~bat the land situate at the South-east corner of the Common, known 
as the "Railway Enclosure,'' and adjoining Wands-

Land worth Common Station, was acquired by the Brighton J0R~l!f,;!d Railway Company in 1854, but subsequently sold as 
clmpiny i~ surplus land. This land, after a protracted lawsuit, 
excess of re- was purchased by the adjoining landowners to prevent 
quirements. its being built upon ; it is still unbuilt upon; and it 

is hoped that it might be re-purchased and restored 
to the Common on equitable terms under the provisions of Clause 
39 of the Wandsworth Common Act, 1871.-See map 4. 

~bat, in view of the fact that large sums of public money and public 
subscri~tions are being applied to the purchase of land ~or purposes 
of public recreation in various districts in the metropolis, and large 

provincial towns, no opportunity should be lost of 
Open spaces securing and protecting as open spaces all such land 

should be as legitimately belongs to or was formerly part of 
Protected. the Common, especially as it is asserted_ on good 

authority that within about the ~ast sixty years 
at least two lzundred acres of this once magnificent Con:imon 
fas _pas_sed into the hands of railway companies, so-called charitable 
nsl!tutions, and builders. 
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4 

fflout ~ tmottaltf3tf3 respectfully submit that th ~ .l,J-11-1- 8 . . e ter111 
of the Wandsworth Common Act, 1 71, reqmre, m the inte s 
the public that the damage to the Common occasioned by threSts of , . . f h e traffi 
of the tenant of the Royal Comm1ss1oners o t e Patriotic Fund h c 
cease and be entirely discontinued, and th~t s_teps should bes t~:ld 
without further delay, to assert the pubhc nghts, and to d fi en 
the encroachments thereon now proceeding. e eat 

~nb JJ.Otlt ~~motia~t£;t~ furth_er _respectfully urge, 
in view of the extensive and ever mcreasmg bmldmg-operations 
land formerly part of the Common, the exercise of the powon 

C ·1 d h • • ers 
conferred upon the ounc1 _un er t e prov1s10ns of the Wands-
worth Common Act, 1871, viz. : to secure, as far as practicabl 
the ~~norial rights of th_e Lord of th~ Manor, _to use every effor~: 
ere 1t 1s too late, to acqmre and exercise sue~ nghts over the open 
spaces referred to as may be deemed to be m the public interest 
and to preserve unimpaired all portions of the Common which th; 
Legislature in its wisdom has declared to be " for purposes of 
" health and unrestricted exercise and recreation " of the people. 

EDWARD STEELE, Cliairman of the 
ALGERNON BLACK [Meeting 
JOHN BLACKBEARn 
J. H. CowHAM 
FREDERICK G. DELANO, Hon. Treas. 
w. H. DICKINSON 
w. KERSHA w EDWARDS 

GEORGE ENNIS 
EDWARD \V. FITHIAN 

ORMOND lNNOUS 
EDWARD JOHNSON, Hon. Sec. 
HENRY J. JONES 
W. SHELLARD LATHAM 

JAMES H. MACE 

JAMES P. MooRE 

JOHN RICHARDSON 
GEORGE T. SMlTH 

RICHARD N. STEVENS 

J. B. TATAM 
NUGENT C. WALSH 

April 26th, I889. 

Members of tlze Com• 

mittee of tlze Wands

wortll Common Pro

tectiott Associatio11. 

N.B.-The Photographs and Map will materially assist the council, 

.. ".. .. . . . . ... -· ..... --. -. 
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WANDSWORTH COMMON PROTECTION ASSOCIATION. 
For the purpose of-

i.-Direoting public attention to the grievous damage to the Common by thc vehicular traffic of the tenant 
of the Royal CommiSBioners or the Patriotic Fund. 

ii.-Representing to the County Counoil the justioe and eauity of protecting the Common ''. for the pur,P?ses 
of health and unrestricted exercise and recreation• of the people, in aooordance with the provIsIon1 
of the Wandsworth Common Aot, 1sn. 

iii.-Promoting the transfer, from the Lord of the Manor to the County Council, of the " Manorial 
Rights" over oertain lands adjacent to and formerly part of the Common, with the view to the 
recovery of suoh lands, their maintcnance as Open Spaces, and their ultimate restoration to the Common. 

Af,0ERNON BLAOK 

JORN BLAOKBEARD 

J. H. CoWBAM 

FREDERICK G. DELANO, 

Hon. Treas., 
16, Baskerville Road, 

Wandsworth Common, S.W. 
W. H. DrcKINSON 

COMMITTEE. 
W. KERSHAW EDWARDS 
GEORGE ENNIS 

EDWARD w. FITHIAN 

ORMOND lNNOUS 
EDWARD JOHNSON, Hon. Sec., 

3, Dorlcote Road, 
Wandsworth Common, S, W. 

HENRY J. ,JoNES 

w. SHELLAlll> LATHAM 

With power to add. 

MAP 
OF 

JAMES H. MACE 

JAMES P. MOORE 

JORN RIOllillDSON 

GEORGE T. SMITH 

EDw ABD STEELE 

RroH.um N. STEVENS 

J.B. TATA.Al 

NUGENT C. WALSH 

WANDSWORTH COMMON AS IT WAS ANO IS. 
Presented with a Memorial to the County Council for London. 

APRIL, 1889. 

PRICE (to Non.-Subscrl.bera), J.s. 

"Wandsworth Common was once the principal tract of waste land in the lo.rge Ma.nor of 
"Battersea and Wandsworth, which extended from Wimbledon to Clapham; but is now but a. 
" fragment of its former self, for no Common round London ho.s been worse treated. It has been 
"cut into riba.nds by the London and Brighton aud South Western Railway Companies, a.ud 
" the Lord of the Manor appears to have regarded it as a means of being generous o.t other 
" people's expense. A huge block, cut out of the very heart of the Common, is in the ha.nde of 
" the Patriotic Fund, while some twenty acres at the Tooting end have been me.de over to a 
"London parish for the purposes of an iudustrio.l school. Not satisfied with such destructive 
" generosity, Lord Spencer granted two large plots to building speculators, besides assenting to 
"that process of rectifying boundaries and ta.king off ugly corners which is so fatal to the 
" [interests of the] public. This process is indeed spoken of as though it were conceived in the 
" mterest of the public alone, but curiously enough it is always found necessary to straighten a 
" fence by taking it outwards on to the open land, and increasing the area in private owner
" ship.''-fExtracts from an interesting article on London Commons, by Robert Hunter, in Tlui 
E,iglisl, Illustrated .llagazine, Octobe1·, 1885, p. 14,] 

"Every new proposal for destroying a Common should be watched with the 
"utmost jealousy."-LManual of Political Economy, by tl~ Rt. lion. Henry Fawcett, 6th Edition, 
p. 237.] 

Contributions may be paid to the London & South Western Bank (Clapham 
Branch), 3 Garfield Terrace, Clapham Junction, S.W. 1 or to the Honorary Treasurer, 
Frederick G. Delano, Esq., 16, Baskerville Road, Wanasworth Common, London, S.W. 
Cheques and Money Orders should be crossed. 

[ovu. 
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On~:ihare The Scale of this Map 
represents oue square inch 

is six inches to the mile, hence 
represents an area of nearly 

an f rea of eighteen acres. 
170 acres. on o.s defined by the Wo.nd11--

t.be extent of the Comm . re ,, to keep the Common 
The portions coloured GREEN Tt0 '~ tie• of ,ho County Connc}l o. purpose• of he&lth &nd 

_, 0 rth Common Act, 1871. e u bui!L on" (cl. 88). " or urf .. (cl. 85), to" abate 
,, fen: ever open 11,nd ~enclosed o..nt~oi:" (cl, 37). to "protect the ton,, (cl. 88), to ,, plant 
u unrestricted exerciao nod recr~ croo.chments on the Comm inta.in such roo.ds a.a 
" all encroachments and a.ttemp d en meat and to make a.nt ma u for the J>revention 
"trees a.nd shrubs for shelter~( i°~;) and to mo.ke Bar n.w:ment of the Common. 
" ma.y be necessary or prope~. g ~ndio'g to the injury ?r f sfi~rpoaes of exercise a.nd 
u or restraint of any a:oi or ht 1:ee thereof by t.be public ohlfula.r trn.ffic is conducted 
"or to iuterferenco wit Tth e rtions over which ben.vy ve 
"recreation." (cl. 68)· 6 po C nt Council 
&re mArked. X &re th~se over which it is de~&ble . t~!na.::e I,. " Open 

The portioDB coloured y~~LO.',y Rights with the view to their mam 
h uld secure the J)Ullnona ·' t th Common • o " d their ultimo.to restoration o e • I a.rt of the Common 

Sp~~s, :loured RED indicate the severs! pie~eii°~:!d !~CT'":n~ )&rgely devoted t<> 
The !hlc~t~ve, within !" comp&r&tively recent pen~ , 

building purposes, viz :- sold by EARL SPJONCE> 

1 b 1 c -These portions of the Col'!'mfs');'t; 5; 8 ~cr~~~ --;:,e the Patriotic School, the 
1a, , {or.£8,700, or less than £6~ per e.cre~~lic sub;criptions. 

purchase-money being provided by p b the Roya.I Commissioner& of the 
1 -Is still retained for the above purpose y 

a. Patriotic Fund. res .. of the Ja.nd were in 1880 sold by 
lb.-The Boye' School a1;d :• about 12 ti::. Governor& of the EmmA.nnel School 

the Roy&I ComIDlBBIODer& toRo oJ Commissioners to the tena.nt whose usb 
lc.-19l acres Jeo.sed,_in 1886, byt: e&~ed so much dam,;.ge to the Comm~n. In 

of an aJ!eged ngth~t~f wtayt d a.to be "land which is not a.t present reqlllred for 
the offic1&1 repor 1 JS s a e l C • • 
the use of the Asylum." -Twenty-fourth R•pori of IIL< Roya ommunomr• 
f th Patriot~ Fund eo g.,. Majuty the Queen, 1886, p. 8, <Jlau.s• JO, Parl. ta,,: c. 4569, Seui<m 1886. Prict 6½d, . 

rt' f the Common wo.s gro.nted by the Lord of the Ma.nor, sub1ect to the cou-
2,- Thitk~ tl~~ if should never be built upon without his con5",nt. . 
s.-This portion of the. Co'!'mon, 10 acres, was o.cquired, m 1861, by the Justices of 

Surrey to prevent its bemg built upon. 
4 -This po.'.tion of the Common, about 15 o.cres, wo.s acqun:ed, in 1854, by the West ~ndon 

' and Cryotal Pa.lo.ea Railway Company (now London, Bnghton & S?uth ~o&&t ~a.ilway), 
•nd auboequontly bought by the adjoining )e.ud owners to prevent its be10g bwlt upon. 

5.-This portion of the Common, about 20 acres, wa_s l?robably enclosed about 1821, let 
•• Market G&rdena, and subsequently lea.sod for building purposes. 

8,-This portion of the Common, 20 _acres, was o.cquired in 184.6, !or the purpose of t~e 
St. Ja.mes'•• Westminster, Industnal Schools; 11, large part ol this lo.nd has been built 
upon. 

7.-Thls portion of the Common, 20i acres, wo.s disposed ol, o.bout 1848-53, and has 
since been built upon. 

8.-This portion of the Common, 9 acres, wo.s acquired by the Brighton R&ilway Com
pany, and subsoquontly sold as surplus land not required; a lo.rge po.rt ho.s been built 
upon, e.nd tbo remn.inder is now used o.s o. contractor's yard. 

9.- This portion of the Common was enclosed by degrees, the operation being finally 
completed about 1869, o.nd subsequontly built upon. 

10.-Thls portion of the Common, 11 or 12 acres, was partly enclosed many yea.re 
ago, and in 1871 the work was completed. It covers the site of what wa.s once one of 
tho most picturesque nnd orne.m.enta.1 waters near London, known o.s the 41 Black Sea.," 
which has boon filled up o.nd built upon. 

NOTE.-It is more than probable that the other portions, numbered II, ua, and 
lbulilb, were formerly parts or the Common which have been enclosed and nearly all 

t upon, but the exact dates have not in every case been ascertained. The P.iece 
numbered na formed part or the 14 acres acquired by the South Western Ratlway 
Co. In 1836, and subsequently sold as waste land; while ub was a roadside pond 
down to about 1863 when it was enclosed and planted with lime trees, now the site of 
the new Boardof Works Offices. ltisr,ot always possible to secure the correct date 
or area, but the particulars have been carefully collected and the Committee believe tJ:~ will prove trustworthy. Maps of various dates have been referred to, and by the 
....,dness or Mr. Edwin R Ransome, for many years the Chairman of the Conser
~tors of the Common, a copy or the Map, with notes, used in 1871 by those interested 
111 securing the passing of the Wandsworth Common Act, has been placed at the 
i!bPosat or the Committee. That Map proved extremely useful. There can be no 
doubt that in times past the extent of the Common has been curtailed in a most 
terlous and unjustifiable manner without the slightest compensation of any kind 
~ inhabitants have therefore a perfect right to expect that the portions reserved for 
!!!,bile uses. under the proTisions of the Act, will, In future 1 be effectually protected. 

April, 1889. 
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Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 

"MEN DIE, BUT GREAT PRINCIPLES LIVE." 

"Wandsworth Common was once the principal tract of waste land in the 
Manor of Battersea and Wandsworth; it extended from Wimbledon to ,, large . 

I lam but is now but a fragment of its former self, for no Common round 
110 ap,l ' 
••London has been worse treated. ''-English lllustratecl Magazine, October, 1885, 

p. 14, 

•·The whole area of London is insufficient to supply its population with fresh 
,, ir and the free space that is wanted for wholesome recreation.''-Oontemporary 
R:vi;w, Pebrua1-y,. 1884, by the Cambridge Professor of Political Economy. 

"Every new proposal for destroying a Common should be watched with the 
"utmost jealousy. "-Manital of Political Economy by the (late) Right Hon. Henry 
FawceU, M. P. ; Sixth Edition, p. 237. 
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Qtommittct : 

ALOEilNON BLACK. 

J. H. COWHAM, 

FmmERJOK G. DELANO, Bon. 'l'reas., 
16, Baskerville Road, 

Wandsworth Common, S.W. 
W. H. DrCK!l<SON, 

w. KERSHAW EDWAltDS. 

GEORGE ENNIS. 

EDWARD W. FITlllAN, 

0JtMOND lNNOUS. 

EDWARD JOHNSON, lion. Sec., 
3. Dorlcote Road, 

Wandsworth Common, S.\V. 

Aug-ust 12th, 1891. 

HKNRY J. Joi,.-iss. 
W. SnELLARD LATJU>r. 

JAMES H. MACE. 

J,"IBS P. Moon&. 
Dr. Rrnn.um R. W. ORAM 

JouN R1cHA1rnsox 

GEORGE 'I'. s,11·rn. 

EDWARD STEELE-

RIOITARD N. STEVENS. 

JosKI'Jl IlARftS TAT.All 

NUGENT C, W,u,sn. 

THE PROTECTION AND IMPROVEMENT OF 
WANDSWORTH COMMON. 

T!IB COMMITTEE feel that the time is opportune for submitting 
to the su~scribers and_ friends of the Associ3:tion an account of 

their stewardship. The vehicular traffic over a portion of the Common 
, by an Orcler of the High Court of Justice, about to cease ; a Com
~ttce of the Vestry has been appointed to watch over the interests of 
the Common, and many of the points urged upon the authorities have 
rrceiYed attention. Since November, 1886, when public attention was 
directed to serious grievances, many une:\.'})ected circumstances havo 
intervened, but the Committee are able to report substantial progres . 
During that period thero have been two c~ges in the administrative 
authority-the Board of Conservators haVlllg been superseded by the 
Metropolitan Board of Works, and the latter in turn by the now 
popularly elected body, the London County Council. 

Serious Encroachments. 

Too story of encroachments on Wandsworth Common is as long 
and as discreditable as anything of. the kind tha.t can be found in the 
whole history of public open spaces. It is unnecessary at this st.-ige to 
scrutinise the details too closely, but it i tated* that, as far back 
IS 1760, there existed an organisation for the protection of Wandsworth 
Common. Between 1785 and 181 it is also tnted that 36 enclosures 
wero made of a total of 172 acres, and ubsequently there were fw·ther 
extensive appropriations for railway , schools, prison, and by private 
individuals, making a. grand total of 365 acres. 

The Wandsworth Common Act, 1871. 

TJie Committee desire to record their grateful reco~itiou of the 
exortion_s made in 1870 a.nd 1871 by Sir Henry W. Peek, Bart., then 
the.J:hnment..'\l'Y roprcsentative of the clivi ion, nobly a.idod by many 
resi ents, prominent nmon"' whom ma.y bo mentioned Mr. Edwin R. 
iansomo, for mnny years cliairm,m of the Board of Conservntors, and 
. r. J.C. Buckmaster. A committee wns formed who were successful 
tn ~ising a censiclerable sum of money and in ultimately obtaining the 
r,mg of an Act for the protection of the Common, entitled the 
1 andsworth Common Act of l 71 (53 <' 5! Viet. eh. cl=.,.~). Its 

'ause;s aro ndmirn,bly drnwn, a.nd it is clearly the duty of the 
tnbabitants to tnke care tlint it provi ions shall on nil occasions bo 
respected . 

... Uo-.r lho D11ttlo ot Wa.n<hlworth Commt'ln wn1 fought. o.nd won." Reprinted from iho 
Mwi-Sttrrry Garttt•, Jnntllll'f, 18Si, 



4 Area of Common-Representations to Authorities-Footpaths 

Area of the existing Common. 
"otwithstanding the serious cncroa,chmonts which have froni tirn 

to time taken place, the remaining fragments form tho very rcspcetabi° 
area of about 130 acres. If this land had to be purchruied at tb e 
present time it would cost, at least, £130,000, and as the di trict t 
rapidly being built up, the value of this open spa,co is daily increasin•s 
There ought, therefore, to be no complaint heard about the neee s.,~; 
expenditure on the making ancl maintenance of desirable footpaths or 
of otherwise resolutely protecting the Common for purposes of he.~lth 
and unrestricted exercise and recreation of the people, in accordnnco 
with the provisions of the \Vandsworth Common Act., 1871. 

Representations made to Administrative 
Authorities. 

In July, 1887, the Committee deemed it expedient to prepare nnd 
submit a statement of their case, which, in the form of a Memorial, was 
presented to the Metropolitan Board of \Vorks in August of that yenr. 
That document received a respectful but not enthusiastic reception. 
Subsequent events have shown the value of st.-itiug nn unanswerable 
case for the thoughtful consideration of ~hose whose business it is to find 
remedies for undoubted causes of complamt. The docume1_1t wns thought 
to be a trifle long, and it may well be doubted wh!lther 1t wrui, at the 
time, read by one-third of the gentlemen to whom it wn:, pres~ntcd, but 
nobody attempted to deny the facts as stated. The pornts rru ed, were 
foot. aths cricket and other games, ornamental waters, trees, carpet 
beatlng, horse-riding, lighting, the patriotic trust, damage Lo the c~mmon, 
adjacent land and manorial rights and bye-laws. Th~ gentlemnf ~ ho was 
supposed to represent the district ,tnd protect the m~rests o t_ie c~1; 
moo was found to be entirely opposed to su~h _a ,f,:ogr.im~c, ~~ nt 
was 'even stated that the officers of tht°. pt:~~tic Th:is!~:m~~~c ho;,. 
the proposals. Such was the prospec m • . • t n cnuw 
ever entert.-ii~ed a firm convict1?; tha:d si~~~~i~~- lai~;,:; l: justified 
ought to receive adequate recogm ion n bi d to note with &1t1S
them in that conviction, and ~hey ar~ n~w c:~nc:tion with most of the 
faction the progress that_ has een m~,o:kn of course wn.s not dono "ith• 
points that were then raised. T~o nised thnt there could bo 
out a persistent effort, but. when it '~•~ r~ihlfc duty, tho rest became 
no esca.oe from a proper discharge O P l • tho 1 7 McmonJl 

!faking the subjects in tlrn or~ler statec' m 
~r!~esults may be thus briefly desc11bcd :-

Footpaths, 
<lo and it i~ uudrr 

Some excellent footpaths have nl~·e.-idy ~eon om\ths will b<J gn!tc 
stood that o_thers n!·e in contemplnt1~~ d~t:~~c ;,rposo of nlfoitli~I! 
fully appreciated, smco they s~rve t. . . " the tnrf n rrquirc<l l 
roo.sonable comfort and of mater1nlly p1eso1 vm., 

the.Act. 

0- namental Waters-Trees-Carpet 11eatlng-Rldlng. ~ames-~r~==:_,_ ______________ _ 

----- Cricket. 
snit.-ible pitches have been prepared, and it is unders!'-<'od 

So~10 •11 in futw·e be played under reasonable regulations, 
1hat c~ck?t WI 'blc to cross the common without liability to inj11ry. 
rindenng it poSSl 

Other Games. 
several places where lawn tennis might be played, without 

Thero~ic_ ·ug tho common The old gravel pit, near the wind-mill, 
any wny lllJlll'I • d ~--' cl uld k Ill . ntl been much improved an re-ow·,e , wo nm o a vc_ry 

bV1ng r11:°6 yeen The Committee sec no reason why the prac~ce. 
fair bow mg gr • f b • • to ido tcd in tho Manchester P:u·ks o c argrng :i, penny a game,. pay 
tho~X]Jonscs of an attendant, should not prevail m the Metropolis 

Ornamental Waters. 

Jn thi respect a very great improvement has indeed. been made. 
The area hn been much enlarged, the ~1ks have been e_ntrrely altered 
and improved, and the old spring, ,~~eh for some time h~d _been 
diverted into the sewer, hns been utilised as a moans of affording a 
cons~,nt supply of fre h water. Thes~ wntci:5-for there n:o no_w two 
largo ponds, spanned at their connectmg pomt by _a ru tic. br1dge
ri!T be n som·ce of ple.-isuro to thousands. In the wmter, dw·mg fro ty 
Teathor, thoy will afford safe and excellent recreation to katers. 

Trees. 

A chcnpor method has boon discovered of providing and protecting 
the young trees, which h:wo boon planted in con iderable numbers 
dnn~g tho lruit few ycai -. Some Qf the older trees have been needle ·•ly 
mu1_1btcd, by cutting I trgo hmnches from them, but public attention 
ha11ng boon called to tho circum tanccs, it seems improbable that such 
ruthless tre.~tment will be roponted. 

Carpet Beating. 
Thi, m1isauce hns ontiroly di appon1· cl, nnd tho trees, to which tho 

&tntlomon who on"""Od in thi ))articu!tu· cal\in" used to attach thei1 -~ ~~ • ~ 
CS, ropos, nnd othor gonr," arc o.:iking 1111 tho better for the chaugo 

Horse Riding. 

tau ~afpily the " terror nnd dnngor," at one timo not infroquontly 
bi,t:r. iy not very competent ricloi , i rapidly becoming anciout 
,urn.,\' 01·, >)t nny rato, it can no \pnger ho pmcti. eel without in 
lLt,nift~\ho nsk o( luwi.ng to m:~k~ tho 1lc,111ni11tanco of n Policu 

0, 1lllllcr d1s11gl'0eablo conditions. 



G 
Lighting-Patriotic Trust Damage to Common. 

Lighting. -
To get lamps erected along the • • 1 f 

s~1rprise and regret of the Committet~c:~~ ~~t~aths Jlr?vcd, to the 
time they were confronted with the h' 'Ii / orny subicct. For a 
Authorities refusina to expend th um1 a i!1gi5pectacle of the Local 
to provide the much needed lamp/ cT~~a;:;~ 1~ !~~~ sum nee~ 
ness of l_l, truly lamentable character, which the report ~tp oli~ lawless. 
proceedmgs have already made known t h . s o_ o cc Court 
showin~ that what is intended n.s t\ soU1·ceo o~ e l~~~-b1tants,. clearly 
recreat1?n was, in the absence of suitably lighted p th e and. mnocent 
of a serious natU1·e. pa s, a public danger 

. After much correspondence and noedloss dela d • 
~v;ited upon the Wandsworth District Board of w!rk/ in eyutation 

90, when Mr. Algornon Black, on behalf of the Co an~u?, 
ad~1:essed the Board with ~h~ resul_t ~ha~ t_he principal path:n:;,~t th~ 
po~ t1on of the Common w1thm their Jt1nsd1ction have been lighted 
Wit~ ~he Battersea Vestry the Committee have been less successful 
but it IS now repo1;ted that they intend to light some of the princip.,I 
pat?s of th~t portion of the Common which lies with the Battersea 
parish. It 1s, however, only just to state that some of the vestrymen 
have done their very best for this cause, and the Committee desire to 
thank them for their advocacy. 

The Patriotic Trust-Damage to the Common. 
The settlement of this question, fully explained below, has been 

most unduly prolonged and skilfully delayed. So long ago as 
November the 17th, 1886, it was stated in the letter of the Hon. 
Secretary of the Association to the Royal Commissioners of tho 
Patriotic Fund, that "if the Patriotic School Authorities had pro"!<l~, 
"at n, comparatively trifling cost, a sujtable entrance from the Trm1.ty 
"Road for their tenant, the action in question would have_ bcenq111to 
"unnecessary."* That it should have required fom yea:s m wh1c~ to 
use every endeavour to avoid such a reasonable and rational solution, 
and to be compelled to ultimately adopt it, demonstrates, at least, t~'\ 
the Committee may take creilit for having made t~e only pract,ll• 
proposal possible under the circumstances. The pubhc y'lll n:t:icL 
desire to be mad~ acquainted with :thch tc;-js 1 of ~i~tt;h:mi;:rk: and 
has now been arnve~ at. On th0cl2: t~ Lf~don C~uuty Council o.s 
Open Spaces Com1mttee reporte 0 

follows:- 'd bi goti1>tion, we bsl'• " ,v e have to re_Port that, after cons1 era U ne t of the dispute 
o.rrived at a provis10na.I agreement for the set e~:'iotic Fund, "ith 
between the Council an.d the Trustees. of thco1;ion of Wond,worth 
reference to an alleged right. of way ~c,oss a p 1885 w!Jen o ten•nt 
Common. 'fhe cause of nct10n arose md tt~~: part 'or tbe prcJlllS~ 
of land belonging t.o the ?ef.endants, an need to use on old tra 
of the Royal Victoria Patr1ot1c Asylum, 'r°~s"~·ado as nnrserywan11:,t 
across the Common for t~e ru::rP~~~ a~noyauce to the ucighb~ 
caused great damage to e-------:---;-:::::----:--;-;ssi, P.' 

de rtb Common, 11'° 
• f ·•·• OommiLtce on tho Gr1ovou.s Diunogo to Wnn wo 

• Repor .. o l,.U 

Patriotic trust-Damage to dommon-'terms of Settlement 

b, the constant _passing of heavy carts and wagons to and from his 
1 l d At that tune the Common was under the control of a Board of 
:~ervators, and that Boa.rd co=enced au action in order to resist 
tl 6 cloim made by the defendo.nts to on absolute right of w1>y over the 
C~!lllllOD, Before this action reached the bee.ring, Pa.rliruneut transferred 
the control ol Wandsworth Common to the Metropolitan Bou.rcl of 
Works, That Board, after considerable delay and some legnl difficulties, 
revived the action, and it was still pending when tbe Council came into 
office Since the matter ho.s been in our bands the defendants have 
mad•· overtures, with a view to settlement, and negotiations have ta.ken 
phice with this intent. The case is one of difficulty. Tbe decision 
depends on the amount and kind of user to which it could be shown the 
track has been subject, and the evidence after so long a period is 
conflicting U,POD this point. There a.re a.Iso ~ome legal points of much 
rucety. H 1s therefore by no means certrun what the resttlt of the 
aclion will be. II tbe action were fought out, great expenditure would 
be incurred, a considerable portion of which would, even under favour
able ciroumsto.nces, fall upon the Council. We are of opinion that 
some settlement should be arrived at, and we think that the terms of 
-.oreemeut 11ppeuded to our report a.re fair, both to the trustees, and to 
the public. Under these terms the defendants give up all their claim 
to • right ol way for horses and vehicles over the Co=ou, and agree 
so to close their gateway that it can only be used by foot-passengers. 
On the other baud the Council agrees to permit the defendants and 
their tenants to pass over the Common on foot, and further, to con
tnbute a swn of £200 towards the cost of ma.king a road over the 
defendants' land to their tenant's premises over their own land from an 
ndJoining highway. The Council further agrees that if e\'er a public 
carrioge.way is consttucted upon the portion of Co=on adjoining the 
trustees' land, a right of nccess to that road shall be granted to them. 
It 1s not probable that such a road will ever be made, but in the event 
of its being so constructed, the character of that portion of the Common 
would be so changed as to render it only reasonable that the defendants 
should ha"e access to it. ,v e therefore recommend :-

" TITAr ~• Council do agree to the following Order being made in 
the action of the Loudon County Council and the Official 'l'rustees 
of the Patriotic Fund :-

--, 1889. M. No. 253. 
IN TaE H10n COURT OF JusrICE.* 

QUEEN'S BENOil DIVISION. 

Bctweon The London County Council Plaintiff,. 
o.nd 

The Official Trustees of the Patriotic 
Fund o.nd George Non! - Dcfo11da11ts. 

Upon hearing the Solicitors for tho above-ul\llled parties, and by 
consent, I --- do order and adjucl"c as follows :-

1. 'rhc Defondo.nts withdraw ancl gi,·e up" their claim to a right of 
way for horses and vehicles oYer the part of the Common 
coloured blue upon the plo.n annexed hereto, mark•d Z a11d fi/ecl 
tuith thi8 judgmont. 

2• 'rite Plaintiffs and the Defeudnnts respectively sho.ll boar and 
pay their costs o[ this action. 

B. Tho nbovo-unmod PlniutiJTs shall pay to tho Defendant tho sum 
of .£"200 (two hundred pounds), to emible them to coust,ruot and 

'Tb,r. --
%en on U~tn!~ nmondod by ~ho int\Qrt.ion or Lho word.a in lt.t.\110& roceivod t.bo assont. of 1.b1 

• •Ml Dccombar, 1800, o.nd wH mndo o.n Order of Oourt 1n January, 1801. 



8 Patriotic Trust-Damage to Common-Terms of Settiement. 

mo.ke over the lands vested in and possessed b th -
Defendants, a road or carriage-way with an e~t e o.bove-nanicd 
Road! at some point between the points X an':tn;e to Trinity 
• • • • . • which shall be constructed and mo.dn t~c tilan 
reasonable trme. e within a 

4. From and after the date of this Order it shall be lawful 
Defendants and the tenants or occupiers of th 1 1 for the 
Defendants, or of thefr tenants or such occu ie~s an, of the 
ancl fro o~ foot along the track between the poi~t• Tl ~~lass to 
marked w1th a dotted red line on the plan der - d . c, and 
defence, at all times of the year for all ordinar iverde with the 
poses. . Y an usual pur. 

5. The gate~vay n°'". existing at the point C, as shown on th • 
plan [delivered w,th the statement of defence] shall b ~.:;d 
stopped up by the defendants so as to effectually pr:t 0~/ 1/ 
passmg to and_ fro through the said gateway of any horses• 
cattle, sheep, pigs, carts, barrows, or other annnals or velu ul ' 
traffic. j- c ar 

6, In the event of any public carriage-way being hereafter made 
or constructed over any of the lands vested in the Plaintiffs d 
coloured blue on the said plan annexed hereto the PJai~ti~ 
shall grant to the :!}"fondants by deed a right to' a way to and 
fro on loot and with horses, carts, and wagons over tbc lands 
pri_ssessed_ by or vested in the Plaintiffs, to, from, and over the 
said carriageway and through the said gateway to the lands 
possessed by or vested in the Defendants. And I further order 
and adjudge that such deeds shnll be prepared o.nd executed at 
the expense of the Officio.I Trustees of the Po.triotic Fund, o.nd 
shall be settled in cns0 of difference by one of the conveyo.ncing 
Counsel of the High Court of J ustico." 

The above terms wero formally accepted by the Council on 
the 9th of December, 1890, and made an Order of Court on the 
12th of January, 1891. The Committee 1vish it to be most distinctly 
understood that they do not approve the concession, as stated in clause 
6 ; on the contrary, they do not bolieve the Council can legally grant 
a right of access to that which does not belong to them. But tho rc.~I 
obstacle to givina effect to this foeblo principle lies in the fnct that ,t 
will be necessa~y, before any s1tch r_oad can. bo made across the 
Common, to secure parliamentary sa~ction, an~ !f that be _rofuscd _the 
Royal Commissioners are very much in the position of hav,~g sec~c<I, 
in the language of a Scotch witticism, "A line now !mo_thmg, WJtl~c~ 
whissle at the em!." It may now bo accepted as an .!_nd1sputnblo __ f , 
that any furtlw1· chmagc to, or oncroachmcnt npon, ~m~uung 
fra=ents of WandsivorthConimon will ~solely duo Lo tho noghgonco 
or i,1diffcrcnce of the inhabitants of the di trict. 

- i Thflt new road fa now (August., 1801) nonrly cornplct.cd- ., t,brough •bleb 
t Tho 'l'erm• ot t.ble section have not. bcon IHLJ)plly oh_oson: tho "ptowo.y UI bMJOlVI, « 

3 perllQD mo.y Jm.6& and yot. "ol?cctually provont. tho JJlL&8mg of slu:iop, p1ga, car • 
othor 6ulmol1," mwi~ poasou aomo romarku.blo poculto.rh,tee, 

Manorial Rights-~ye Laws. 9 

Manorial Rights. 

\\"tb the vfow of maintaining, as open spaces, certain hrnd 
ri art of the Common, it was suggested by tho Commjttcc that, 

ror;t !!n'orial rights of the Lord of the Manor con.Id be trnn £erred 
u : Public Body having charge of the Common, it might prove an 
IO \;8vo means of preserving them as open spaces. The Committee f00ro to tender their h'ratcful acknowlcdgmcnt to the Metropolitan 
Mlic Gardens Associatio~, for the ".cry valuahlc assistance thc.y h,we 
nderc<l in this matter. Ihe foUomng letter of the London County 

~mcil (7813), dated November 5th, 1890, addressed to the Hon. 
Se,rotary, states :-

" With reference to yonr letter of the 22nd of September last, inquiring 
what steps h,we been taken by the Council with regard to securing the 
manorial rights over certain portions of land formerly part of \V ands
worth Connnon, I have to inform you that the Conncil is only waiting 
for Lord Spencer's solicitors to obtain from his lordship the execution 
of the deed, transferring to the Council his rights over the lo.nd held by 
llr. MeKellnr, near the Surrey 'l'n"ern, nnd also the l=d in front of 
Wandsworth Prison. In a pre,-ious letter I slo.ted thnt the Parks' 
Committee had attempted to open negotiations w:ith Mr. Rose for the 
ooquisition of the lnnd held by hilll near W nndsworth Cowmon railway 
station, but hncl not succeeded in coming to any arrangement. 'l'ho 
Committee hr.vo communicated with the Home Office with a view to 
tbo Council obtnming possession of the land in front of the prison, bnt 
have been uno.ble t? get any ~ore satisfactory reply than that the 
Homo Office do not ,ntend to build upon the [ru,d; but they will give 
no guarantee to that effect." 

1 The Deed roferrod to was completed on the 13th December, 1890. 
11 convoys nil Lord Sponcor' rights over the lnncl held by Mr. 
i[~cllar n~1r the Surrey Tavern, and the laud in front of the Prison. 
11iso cont.11~1S covenants that no violntion of tho terms of the «mnts 

11 ho romutted, and further thnt if tho Couuty Co1mcil ac,1t1to tho 
~~orship o[ tho hmds in question they shall bo thrown into the 
wmmon. ' 

the ~t J8 improbable thnt the Home Offico con tom plate building upon 
ri- 11 referred to, but tho caso will roouiro watching • and tho mo t .. ,nuous O • • .- , , 
r¼i I' pposit1011 hould bo o{fored if ovor an nttompt is made to 

11 par uimontitry 511,uotion for such o. purpose. 

Bye Laws. 
The Com 'tt 1 . ~blic d mi cot iought 1t ronsonable that tho Byo Law and other 

t1hibitctnments concorn.ing tho Common should be de cribod or 
le able Im" permanent form on Lho Common, iulC! they nre ghul to 
let o[ 110i1• rcb•cord that this has boon done by the roctiou of u. muu-

ce oards. 



10 Future of, the Patriotic School Site-Map of the Comm on. 

POINTS REMAINING TO BE NOTICED -
It_ mn,y be achnittcd that the process hns hoon a slow one. b • . 

C?mm)ttce foe] grateful for the nssistanco they have received 'an:lt thc 
~1h, m the_ name ~£ th_e iuhahit,u1ts, to hen,rtily thank all' ,;,h t~cy 
aJ e~ them m carrymg mto effect proposals made and irosse o ,,,vc 
public attention solely in tho interests of the commtmity. 1 d upon 

The Future of the Patriotic School Site. 
d ~h? _ruis~ss~ent of the Patrioti? School promises and site woi 11 

!lll c1 01 dmruy c1rcnmstm1ces, be outs,do the terms of this Ro Jort. bt c' 
mnsmuch as the Secretary of the Roya,] Commission of the! p t' • ~.t, 
Fund boldly stated to the Assessment Committee th•t '"fa rC,o 10 
" • • . " ll y om-

m1ss10ners could hmlcl upon it (the site) to-morrow and I~ 
"build' 1 t .. .. . I,--~-,--_,__~ -- I OU 11.S 
-~g p_o s, it c oes not appear thnL suchnstatomcntcoulcl rightly 
be passe~ without a word of _comm~nt. There aro two conditions under 
which tb1s l~nd, or ~ny portion of 1t, can be hnilt npon. The 1'rnstces 
are ~?1111d, e1ther-(1) to Jlrocu1·e the assent of the Charity Commission 
or (n) to seem·e the passmg of nn Act of Parliament, as in the caso 0/ 

the sale of the Boys' School and the land attached. No such Act 
h":vi!1g been passed, 0quirie were addressed to the Chm·ity Com
m1ss10n, who have replied that "the Commissioners do not find that 
any a1~rl!cation has been made for building on, or for letting 
011 buildrng lca.~cs, ai,y part of the Charity land." t It would 
therefore <ippear that the Secretary of the Royal Commis ioncrs of Lho 
Patriotic Fund has been drawing, rather largely, npon his imagination. 
Colonel Young is also reported to have stated tlmt the land onght not 
to be rated, and it a.ppcars that the net n,ssossment WM reduced somo 
£350, which, of com·se, means that the burden to that cxtont will ho 
thrown upon the other rateable property of the parish. It is idlo to 
pretend that the property is now less valuable. On the contrary, the 
land is increasin" in vnlnc every year. The Right Honotll'ablo Edward 
Stanhope stated;in the House of Commons, in reply to a question put 
to him by Mr. Kimber, that, in Jotting the land they_ were themselves 
1mable to manage, "there had bee!1 s? gro.1,t a garn tha~ the Com• 
"missioners had been enabled to mamoom seven more beds. i 

A Map of the Common. 
In April 1889 the Committee arranged, prinLed, and circulat?d ~ 

map of Wandsworti1 Common, as it was and is, l!ropar~d ?n t!10 b~:~ io 
tho Ordnance Survey, bnt with _adcliLional details, _brmfn~ it 1\~ or 
date, and showing the morij scr10us encroachments of t 10 a.it . 0d ~nd 
fift ears. These encroachments were coloured and num 010 born· 
such [xplanations appondod as w_ere cl~em~d trustwort11T Tho who 
roittee desire to acknowledge thm_r obhgnt1011s to Mr. :uisomo, 
kindly rendered most valuable ass1 tan_co,...· ___ _ 

• Pttlll a,id JV,111d1rr1Jrlh J)orouf/, Ntw•, ,AUJ(ll.llt 28riJ, 1800, 
t Charfty CommiHlonera' Letter D-Gi-l-28, Mnwh 'lth, 1801 
t Ti,,.t•. FebronTy 4th, 1887. 

Land known as "Railway Enclosure" piece-Gorse Fires. 

~PY of the Map was also prepared n.nd suitably 
~nrgThis map was, for a time, left at the County Cot!ncil offices, 

llll'10 • e It has since been presented by the Committee to the 
~rcf~rc,ncnc·1.8 of the Wandsworth Public Free Library, where it may 
"'-••n11ss10 • k 1 • 'tl """ 11 b those who may desu·e to ma c a c oser acq_uamtance w1 1 

1,esecb. yet The ma11 is now the property of the pubhc. 
ih-0S11 JC • 

The Land known as the " Railway Enclosure" piece. 

The enclosed land situate atth e south-cast corner of the C?mmon, 
adjoining the railway st.ition, •?um bcr~cl 4 on the map1 and 5;<1,1d to be 
ihont fifteen acres in extent, 1s now m danger of bemg bmlt upon, 
nnlcss purchased by the County Council and restored to the Common. 

This ]and was acquired by the West London ru1d Crystal Palace 
R,,ihvay Company, (now _London,_ Brighton ru1cl South Coast Railway), 
,, 1854. Subsequently 1t was discovered that the laud was not re
quired for railway pm·posos, and was accorrungly sold as "surplus 
land." The assumed right to sell the land for building purposes, wns 
thallcn~cd by the lnte Mr. Rose, who, after a protracted lawsuit, pur
lh"5Cd 1t with the intention of mai11taining it as an open space. Mr. Rose 
during his life-time, kept faith with the public in preventing the land 
being built upon. Since his death it is understood that the land is 
roming into the market, and having regard to the most serious en
=hmonts which have from time to time been umde, the Committee 
desire to gi1•e expression to a most camest hope that the County Coun
cil n!•Y be induced to pnrcha c and restore the land to the Common. 
Section 39 of the 'Wandsworth Common Act provides that "The Con
~rvators may from time to time purchase by agreement, or accept n 
t"t of, nnd hold any Janel lmving been, or reputed t<> have boon 
1ormorl1 part of or adjoining t.o tho Common, and nny such land when 
estcd m the Conservators shall for tho pttrposes of this Act he cloomod 

flirt of the Common." 

Serious Gorse Fires. 

niu/ortions_ef the Common haYe recently boon much disfigured by 
itv0°1t1s serious gorse fires, in soma instances several ncrcs of gorse 
ien~,b!on destroyocl. The Committee bolievo these fires are cnsily pro
~Llri°' Thero wonld ho nothin" that could take fire if the staff wero 
!~ b~' say once a yonr, to mko out and bm·n the accnnmlatecl 
lii&ro • nchcs nncl gmss which-in dry weather, ospecially when 
linlc ~:~ 1 .strong wincl-constitnto 11!1 it-rosistiblo temptat.ion to ,i 
~~otcs O 11ovot1s, or wilful mind. Tho effect of tho course suggested 
~Utiful! tl: growth of the young "Orso, which sho?ts np thickly, 
lllntraat t broc_n and plcnsnnt to lo~ upon, pr<!sentmg a. striking 
ltlnll(h, rjo sevoral ncros of chancel sticks. Snch a simple and offoctual 

' CS01·vos n tritil. 



10 Future of, the Patriotic School Site-Map of the Comm on. ---
POINTS REMAINING TO BE NOTICED 

It ma,y be a,dmitted that the proce s has heen a slow on • 
C?mm\tteo feel grateful for the nssi tance they hav~ rccoiveJ; a:mt the 
'".1sh, 111 tho_ nn.me ~f th_e inhabitants, to heartily thank all' ,~bd [he! 
aide~ them !n carrym;:; mto effect proposals made and )rcss O lMc 
pubhc attention solely rn tho interests of the community. 1 eel upon 

The Future of the Patriotic School Site. 
The _nssess~ent of the Patriotic School premises and site wo 

!tndcr ordmary c1rcumst.1.nees, bo outside the te,·ms of this Re ort. b:,d, 
masmueh as the Secretary of the Royal Commi sion of th/ Patrioti~ 
Ftmd bolclly stated to the Asses ment Committee that '"I Co 
" • • • < J) y Jn. 

missioners could bwld upon it (the site) to-morrow and!~ 
"b ·1d· l "*. cl~~--~- Olivas 
-~g p_ots, it oesnotappear tbatsnchastatomentcoulclrightly 
be passcc~ without a word of _comment. There arc two conditions under 
which this l~nd, or ~ny port10n of it, can be built upon The Trustee; 
are l!?imd, e1ther-(1) to l!rocurc the assent of the Charity Commission, 
or (n) to secure the passmg of an Act of Pnrlinment, ns in the case of 
the sale of the Bo.vs' , chool and the lnnd attached. No such Act 
having been passed, inquiries were adclrcssed to the Charity Com
mission, who have replied that "the Commissioners do not find that 
any application has been made for building on, or for letting 
on building leases, any part of the Charity land." t It would 
therefore appear that the Secret.'lry of the Royal Commissioners of Lho 
Patriotic Fund lrn.s hecn drawing, rather largely, upon bis imagination. 
Colonel Young is also reported Lo have st.1.ted that the land ought not 
to be rated, :mrl it appc.1.r that the net as essment was reduced ome 
£350 which, of course, mc.'\ns tlmt the burden to that extent will be 
thro~1 upon the other rateable property of tbe parish. It is icl1c to 
pretend that the property is now less valuable.. On the contrary, the 
land is increasing in value every year. The Right Honourable ~wnrd 
Stanhope stated in the House of Commons, in reply to a quest10n put 
to him by Mr. Kimber, that, in letting the land the~ were themsolvc.s 
unable to manage, " there bad boe!1 s? grc.1.t a gam thn~ the Com
" missioners had been enabled to mamtarn seven more bed • t 

A Map of the Common. 
In April 1889 the Co=ittee arranged, ptinted, and eircula~ nf 

' ' • • cl • ared on the b.1S1s 0 
map of ,vandsworth CommOJ?, as it ~1•~s an is, !~lo~ . ·, it do11n to 
the Ordnance urvey but with add1t10nnl deta.I s, 110fc 1 t f ty or 
date, and showing th; more serious encroachments 0 ~ t O asher~~ nod • 
lift, years. These encroachments wero coloured nn nnm The Com· 
suc1i explanations appended a.~ w_cre c1i:em7d trust;i.rt~nsomc, who 
mittce desire to acknowledge thm_r obhgat1011 to • 
kindly rendered most valuable ass1stan_cc_. _____ _ 

• p IH an,1 JPmuU,rorlA Boro119!, NN•, Aua-u1t :tlrd, 1800, 
t cbartf'y comm1uionera' _Letter D-6H28, Mn.rC1h ?Lit, 181>1 
f Ti,,.t•, Febranry 4th, tss,. 

Land known as "Railway Enclosure" piece-Gorse Fires. 

~PY of the Map was also prepared and suitably 
A t' This map was, for a time, left at the County Co~ncil offices, 

!IOlllltc( co It hns since been presented by the Comuuttee to the 
NI' rcf~r~.~n~rs of the Wandsworth Public Free Library, where it mn.y 
()ironu~ those who may desire to make a closer acqtmint.1.nce with 
00 sccnb'coyt The map is now the property of the public. 
thasu J • 

The La.nd known as the " Railway Enclosure" piece. 

The oncloscd land situate atth e south-east comer of the Common, 
adjoining the railway station, -i:ium ber~d 4 on the map! and 5:"1.id to be 
hout fifteen acres in extent, 1s now 111 danger of bcmg bruit upon, 
~less pnrchased by tbe County Council and restored to the Common. 

This Janel wns acquired by the West London and Crystal Palace 
P.ailll'lly Company, (now London, Btighton and South Coast Railway), 
in 1S54 Subsequently it was discovered that the land wru, not re
quired for railway pm·poscs, and was accordingly sold as "surplus 
land.' The assumed tight to sell the land for building purposes, was 
chllcn~cd by the late Mr. Rose, who, after a protracted lawsuit, pur
dwcd 1t will, the intention of OU1i11taining it ns an open space. l\fr. Rose 
during his life-time, kept faith with the public in preventing the land 
being built upon. Since his death it is understood thnt the land is 
coming into the market, and having r9t,anrd to the most erious cn
=hmcnts which have from time to time been nmde, the Committee 
desire Le givo expression to a most C.'\rnest hope that the County Coun
nl ~,,y be induced to purcha e and restore the lnncl to the Common. 
Section 39 of tho Wandsworth Common Act provides that "The Con
"1\>ntors may from time to time purchase by a!!reement, or accept a 
rt of, and hold any land having been, or reputed t') hnve been 
1~crir part of or adjoining to the Common, nnd any nch land whon 
eitcd m the Consorvntors shall for tho purposes of this Act be deemed 

i-rL of tho Common." 

Serious Gorse Fires. 
p '' 

l!tJn o,t,ons_of the Common have recently been much clisngured by 
hi·cc:s ~orious gorse fires, in somo instances several acres of ~rse 
'tntabl n cstroyod. Tho Committee boliovo these fires aro easily pro
~ln i°" Thoro wonld bo nothing that could take fire if the staff were 
~ b Y, shy once a ycnr, to rnko out n.nd burn tho accmnnlatccl 
litre .rnno CS nnd grns es which-in dry wenthor, especially when 
Ettie, ~h. strong ,vincl-constituto 1\ll irresistible tempt.'\tion to a 
ftomot(\s ievous, or wilful mi~d. Tho effect of tho course suggested 
l.:autifull tbo growth of the young gorse, which shoots up thickly, 
t.j}lll$t Y grol\n and pleasant to loolt upon, pr enting a striking 
lltticdy ,}° sovorn] acres of charred !\ticks. Such n. simple and offectun] 

~cservcs a trial. 
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12 
New Vestpy Committee Publications. -A New Vestry Committee. 

To have induced the Wandsworth Vestr to . 
to watch over Commons and Open Spaces wfthin ~W-111.~ ill C~m1~ttee 
event of more than ordinary significance. It is ov JUlls ct1ou ~s. an 
that. the V ~stry, dming several generations o1n mo,e surpl'lsrng 
a?qrucscence Ill much that tends to cover the 1 )leg e~t and of 
disgra?o, should not have ta.ken tl1is ste l ma1~c.1bty ."'1th lasting 
~Omllllttee of the Association wish this new1 effort Y Y~his ago. The 

estry, every success. Rightly guided the new 'con ? tf'rt of the 
yeoman service m a cause which h~ bee ell omnut o may do 
¼,t. The gentlemen who have been ap;oii~e/ teglected in the 

~stry) Com;1uittee are Messrs. G. Ennis (who move~ ~~;:"~h °C the 
llllttee., Chairman, R. .M:. Hensley, J. c. Mortiiner T Pm O om
Rh. ·Wilson. Communications for the consideration' of· the c!am,. and 
s ould be addressed to the Vestry Clerk Town Hall W d mtmhittce , - ,, a.nswor. 

Publications. 
. The follmving . re.ferences to the more important public.s.tious 
issued by t~e Associat10n, may be useful to those who desire to tmc~ 
our proceedmgs at some future ~ime.. Copies of all, or nearly all, h~ve 
been . pr~sente_d to t~e free l1branes, public bodies, and politic.11 
orgamzations, I1Tespect1ve of party. 

1886. 
l. Circular co~taiUIDg. the opinions .of public men, resolutions passed 

at a public meeting, a memorial to the Commissioners of the 
Patriotic Fund, etc. December. 

1887. 
2. Cfrcular containing map, opiirions of the press, particulars of 

photographs of damage, etc. Januwry. 
3. Report of the Com mi tLee on the grievous damage to Wandsworth 

Common, questions in Parliament, list of subscribers, statement 
of receipts and e>qJenditure, etc., etc. M01rck. 

4. Memorial to the Metropolitan Board of Works, presented Aug. 5th. 

1888. 
5. Copy of a letter to the Chairman of the Metropolitan Board of 

Works. April. 
6. Memo1~a] (No. 2) to the Metropolitan Board of Works, prC:5cnt~ 

by deputation, October 26th, 1888, l\fr. Kimber addressing t e 
Board at some length. Octobe•· 23rd. 

1889. 
7. Report of the Committee to subscribers, list of contributors z0~; 

November I st, 1886, to Febrtmry 28th, 1889, st:ttemon -
receipts and expenditm·e, &c., &c. Ma,·cl,. 

8. Memorial (No. 3) to the .County Council for London, presented 
June 1889, by deputat10n. 

9 Map oi Wan~sworth Common as it w:13 and is, presented .~th 
• the memonal to the County Counctl for London, cont.-unmg 

explanations and notes. Two large 6-in. scale mounted maps 
wore also prepared, and one of these has been presented to the 
Wandsworth Public Free Library. .April. 

!O. Circular to the Memb~rs of the London Co~nty Council, ~ont.'lin
ing a series of resolutions passed at a meeting of subscnbcrs to 
the Association held at the Hope Hotel on the 18th instant. 
December. 

Finance. 
SL1tements of accounts were published m 1887 and 1889 re

ljl!Ctively, and the Treasurer has much pleasure in submitting further 
audited accounts to date. From ovember, 1886, to the end of 
February, 1890, our friends had contributed £90 9s. 2d., which had 
been expenclecl on meetings, advertising, printing, stationery, postages 
and incidenL1ls. The whole of the services have been pe1formed 
roluntarily, most of the committee meetings have been held at the 
l!Sidoncos of members, and it is hoped that the services rendered have 
becn, at least, commensurate ,vith the modest expenditure. An 
arlditienal sum will be required to clear off the liabilities and 
•hen this has been rnise.d it is hoped t.hat it may not be nec~ssary 
lo make any flll'ther claim upon our friends for some tiine to come. 
1)1• Trcasurnr and the Committee tender their thanks to all who have 
aided their cause with contributions. 

Contributions received from March 1st, 1889, to 
February: 28th, 1890. 

£ o. d. 
0 5 0 
l l 0 

Brou~ht fonmrd ... 
Moir R. (2nd do.)... . .. 
i\lnut- ... . .. 
0mm, R. R. W. . .. 
l'cok, Sir H. W., &rt. (2nd 

cont1·1bntiou) ... . .. 
Piorco, E. (2nd contribution) 
Honch, S. W. ... .. 
S..unclors, J. Touzcnn (2nd 

contribution) ... . .. 
tcolo, E. (Srd contribution) 

Stevens. R. N. (Srd do.) ... 
W~rd, Captain C. Y. 
Wing, Rev. llnssoll, M.A. 

(2ml contribution) 

£ s d. 
15 19 6 
0 2 6 
0 5 O 
l 1 0 

5 0 0 
0 10 6 
l 1 0 

0 10 6 
1 I 0 
1 1 0 
0 5 0 

0 
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14 Receipts & ExpendituPe, 1889-90· • 
Resolutions of the Committee. -Statement of Receipts d E an xpenditure, 

Jlron, March 1st, 1889, lo Pcbr1<ary 28th, 1890, 

Dr. RECEIPTS. 

To balance from 1a.st AccOuut 1 i52 1t· 
.. Subscriptions during the 

yenr ... 27 lS 0 

£35 10 10 

Cr, EX PENlli'l'URE 

By Prir1ting .. . 
" Maps .. . 

.c •. cl 
10 0 6 

... ]4 5 O 

r,;cidoni,;i 0 IO O 
Dire of Room 
Postngcs nnd 
Expenses 

,. Bnlnnco at Unnk • 2 JO .. 4_ 
,1 in Treasurer's 
hands... o 10 G 

7 14 

3 0 JO 

£35 10 10 

" 10 hn.vo examined these Accounts ond fiud tl1cm con-cct, 

l Pih Jfarcl,. 1890. 
A.LGERNON BLACK ) 
ORMOND INNOUS, ' A11dirors, 

At a Meeting of the Committee, by tho ldncl permission of 
Mr. E. Steele, held at "Rosslyn" on t.he 27t.b of April, I 91, 
the following resolutions were adopted, viz. :-

I. 

THA'l' the draft report nnd statements of account be presented lo n 
pub1ic mt:otinrr of subscribers cmd !rfonds, Md tho.t copie~, ~ot 
exceeding fifty, of the principal publications of the Assooial-1ou 
be collected, boimd, and pl'Osented, for future reference, to 
such public libraries or other institutions as mny be deemed 
ndviso.ble. • 

•• fMsn;A THAT n Sub-Committee be appointed, co11s1stmg o os 8 • 1 • 
BJnck, J. H. Cowham, W. K. Edwards, G. Ennis, M<l E. si~:e i; 
to nrro.nne n Public Meeting to be held on tho Bnttersca 
the Com'Inon, about the end of May. 

1 rCc,urt u.uertttl, 
• Including t-hc tollowuig ~ L,twu,•ir,-Dccllelnn, Guflcll1all, Loud1 n, f"' ~ 11 p,tiJl,rihll" -

Oln.pham and Wnndawort.h; _J!w1e,o,,•-Brftft1h, Flt-1:n illl•m: S'o11t.h,Kent 1l"Jd~op<al1Ufl rublJ~ 
Common8 Prc,e 1,~utlon Somct.y, Kyrlo Soclo1,:r, Lomh,11 t.:ouuLJ \,,ouno , 
Gllrden• Aaaoclat.lon, Pu.bllc Record Offioo, Vestries, .\o-, &o, 

A Public Meeting. 16 
----------

III. 
RAT the Committee pledge themselves to raise a sum of Jl!Oney 

T f!icient to meet n.1.1 liabilities of the ,A.ssoci1>t.ion ; that a hst of 
U:e o.dclitiono.l contributions, together with an audited statement 
of accollllt to date, be inserted in the report; o.nd that the 
bnlnnce, if any, be lodged in the Clnph~. J ,motion Bro.nob of the 
London and South ·weste.rn Bo.nk, Llllllted, to meet any future 
expenditure . 

A PUBLIC MEETING. 
A Public Meeting of subscribers and fricn~ w~ held on Wcd

nc.!d,y evening, 3rd June, 1891, at the St. Michaels Scho~l, Darley 
Rood Bolingbroke Grove. Col. A. RorroN, L.C.C., presided, and 
among those present were Mr. A. BLACK, Mr. J. BURGESS, Mr. J. H. 
Cowimr, Mr. F. G. DELANO (Hon. Treasurer), Mr. J. L. DIPLOOK, 
Mr. W. K. EDWARDS, Mr. 0. lNNOUS, Mr. E. JOHNSON (Hon. Sec.), 
Mr. J. H. [MACE, Mr. l\lLu.·wELL, Mr. J. P. MOORE, l\fr. E. STEELE, 
lho Rov. RUSSELL WING, and others. 

Tho OHA!mIAN made a brief and suitable reference to the pro
gress and improvement which had been made since the Common came 
under the control of the London County Council. He said it was a 
great pity that action for the preservation of the Common had not 
been taken earlier. It was most humiliating to thi.11k that in past 
years 365 acres- an acre a clay for a whole year-had boon filched 
from what ought to hnvo boen an open space for the public. The 
dl'orts of the A.ssocintion had been very successful in preventing 
further robbery-it deserved that title-of what ought to have been 
"1crodly preserved as an open space for the enjoyment of the people. 

. Mr. E. STEJ,;LE, in a hlllllorous speech, in winch he reviewed the 
history of Wandsworth Common, moved-

"U:bnt the_ draft report and. an audited Statement of Receipts and 
Expenditure of the- Committee be approved and circulated. 

The Rev. RUSSELL WING seconded tho resolution, expressing 
"11mi approval of tho improvomonts recently carried out on the 
Common. 
b' 1Mi· •. F. G. DELANO (hon. troos.) re:, l n list of new contributions 

, ic 1, tt was cstimn.tocl, would bo sufficient to meet the current 
ixponsos, nu? to admit of copies of tho various pamphlets and maps 
:nnhoetcd _with the ngitation being bound into volumes and presented 

l O Vanous Public Libm.ries. 

111 1!r, J. L. DIPLOCK moved, nllCI Mr. J. Bunm:ss seconded, tho 
0 owing resolution, which was carried unanimously:-

11 ttbn~ this meeting desires to record its conviction that owing to the 
~Chon of the Committee of the Association a perpetual serious 
•mage has been averted, and numerous improvements have been 

rnb ade to the Common; o.nd that the cordinl thanks of this meeting 
c tendered to the Committee for their exertions." 



i6 A Public Meeting-Ppesentation of an AddJ•ess to the I:t . 
on. Sec. 

--Ilir. E. J OIINSON (hon ) addr 
thanks on behalf of the C sec. . tt esshed the meeting, and returned 
ple:u;ure to serve. nmm1 ee, w om, he stated, it had been a 

The meeting then passed votes of thanks t s· H 
!a~., ~o,S· the great exe:tions he had made on b~hali of e~1? ~- Peek, 

or pencer for hls great kindn - ti f . e mmon · 
rights to the London County Council~s 1':i tn\empg his manoriai 
Spaces Committee of the London Cot~;~n Co t _e arks a1;d Open 
ments recently made to the Common. Y ouncil for the nnprove-

. IM:-AL~RNON BLACK then rose and said he wished 
ies?, ution w_ eh was not on the Chairman's agenda, viz.:- to move a 

U:bat this meeting desires- to place on record a 
Edward Johnson its sense of tbe valu ' °:d to convey to Mr. 
than~s _for, the services be has rendered ~o a~ie 1mtf-rt~ncc ~f, and 
prec1at1on of the ability and energy h h )iu Jc. and its ap. 
Secretary of the Wandsworth Common Jrot:~ti~no:~s::ia~~~.?,rary 

Mr. BLACK explained, in sympathetic terms, that a Sub-Committee had 
been formed, and ~nder their direction, without Mr. Johnson's know
ledge, an appropriately worded and beautifully illuminated add. 
had been P:·epared and framed, which would, when signed, be ~: 
sented to him as a mark of appreciation of his services. 

Mr. W. KERSIIAW EDWARDS seconded the resolution, which was 
supp~rted by Mr. J.B. COWRAM and 1'1r. F. G. DELANO, and carried 
unarumously. 

Mr. JOHNSON briefly replied, and tendered sincere thanks to his 
friends who had spoken so kindly of hls services. 

The illuminated address was on view. The inscription is as 
follows:-

" ~T A.,.'!DSWORTH COMMON PROTECITION AsSOCLITION. 

"tlbbress, n.c.compnnicb b)l a U:estimonial, 
"Presented at a Public Meeting held at the School· 
"rooms of St. Michael's Church, Bolingbroke Grove, 

"on the 3rd June, 1891. 
"(COLONEL noTTON, L.o.c., I~ TUE CHAJlt). 

"'lto JEDwarl:> 5obnson, Jcsq. 
" \Ve the undersigned, Members of the W o.ndsworth Common Protection 

A • 't· o.nd inhabitants of the vicinity of W a.ndsworth Co~on, 
SSOCJa lOD, • f £ the cnunent 

desire to convey to Mr. Edward Johnson our appreom wn_ o h ast fi, e 
services he has rendered to tho public hy his !"~ours durwg l o p 
years ns honornry secretary of the above Assocmtion. 

Presentation of an Address to the Hon. See. 

, lf bas been indefatigable, able, sagacious, and courteous, and by the 
' e s be has mainly devised and carried into effect, hns stopped a.nd 

-asnre 1 • d "" di d a serious encroachment on the Common, has great y rmprove 
""'' edition nnd attractiveness, has stimulated and enlightened public 
its _co'.'...au-eotly or indirectly connected with the- Common-in regard to 
~~•:igbts and duties, nnd has won universal respect and esteem._ 

"In the contemplation of the results of the work he voluntarily under-
. d has so successfully carried through, we trust he may have the 

100~ =tion attendant on aims achieved and self-imposed duty acoom
:ed, and of !mowing tha~ he c~es . with him the regard a~d good 
P 'sh f all who nre acqurunted with his good work, o.nd especmlly of 
11 esb 0

0 have been associated with him in his arduous labours in conthose w 
.,.tion with the protection and improvement of W l\lldsworth Common. 

•R. S. Bondall. 
&G. Boll. 
.llgenion Black. 
!.. Steele. 
G Ennis. 
J. H. Cowho.m. 
O Innous. 
R N St.ovens. 
F. G. Delano. 
J.B. Tntam. 
llrs. B!ackbenrd. 
Major Thomson. 
Rtr. R. Wing. 
W. K. Edwards. 
P. Trucfitt. 
&. Lawrence. 

"Dr. Oram. 
A. Henderson. 
Rev. H. Fase . 
Dr. C. Robertson. 
H. Baker. 
W. MuWcmkamp. 
C. H. Goodman. 
S. W. Rouch. 
S. Woolgnr. 
G. Roberts. 
J. T. Sauuders. 
J. Richll?d,. 
J. G. Poynter. 
G. T. Smith. 
W. Akhurst. 
A. Knight. 

"J. P. Moore. 
Rev. C. Todd. 
F. Rose. 
J. T. Cooper. 
W. Hutchc,1ce. 
R. J. Dolphin. 
Dr. A. Tltomns. 
Miss Ed wards. 
J. H. Stnrk. 
P. Proctor. 
A. Ellett. 
J. L. Diplock. 
J. H. ~lace. 
F. L. Storey. 
Thomas Dnle. 
V. Wood." 

The meeting passed a cordial vote of thanks to the Cbnirmn.n. 

Presentation of the Signed Address, and Testimonial. 

The Members of the Testimonial Committee n.nd a few friends 
~lnding Mr. A. Black, Ilfr. J. H. Cowham, Mr. W. Kershaw Edwards' 
.fr. G. Ennis, Mr. 0. Innous, Mr. J. H. Maco, l\Ir. J. P. Moore and 
lb~ Rev. Russell Wing, called npon l\IJ.·. and Mrs. Johnson, n.t 'their 
lestdcncc, on 'l'hlU'sclny evening, the 25th of June. Mr. G. Ennis, at 
~je request and on behalf of the Committee and subscribers requested 
1( Johuson's acceptance of the illuminated n.ddress n.nd a ~heque for 

0 balance of the Testimoninl Fund ; and in vory graceful terms 
it!gged Mrs. Johnson's ncceptm1ce of n. most beautiful bouquet. 

1 , Mr. Johnson tonclered, on behalf of Mrs. Johnson n.nd himself 
heir grateful thanks to tho Testimoninl Committee and subscribers' 
r~nt and absent, for the marked kindness of which they wero, that 
venlllg, made the rocipients. 



i6 A Public Meeting p t , • . 
-· Pesen at1on of an Addi•ess to the IIon. Sec. 

Mr. E. JOHNSON (ho ) dd --
th:11i.ks on behn.l.f of the no~:- -~t ress~d the meeting, and returned 
pleasure to serve. m1 ee, w om, he st:i.ted, it had been a 

B The meeting then passed votes of thanks to s· 
art., for the great exertions he had m:1d b h •!fr Henry W. Peek 

to Lord Spencer for his r t ki cl ~ 011 e a of the Common'. 
~ghts to the _London cot~; co!.:rs a~~ tt~•trrt\his manorial 

paces Comnuttee of the London Co{int C _e ar s a~d Open 
ments recently m:1de to the Common. Y ouncil for the improve. 

. M:. ALG~RNON BLACK then rose and said he wished 
10solut1on which was not on the Oh •. , . to move a 

" . . au man s agenda., VJz. :-
Uba t this meeting desires- to place on record 

Edward Johnson its sense of the al ' a~d to convey to Mr. 
tban}cs _for, the services he has rend:re~~o a~: tmbf·rt~nce ~f, and 
prec1at1on of the ability and ener he h e pu ic' and its a.p
Secrctary of the Wandsworth Com gy p as _shown as Honorary 

mon rotechon Association." 

Mr. BLACK e>..'})lained, in S,Ympathetic terms that a Sub-Cornnuttee h d 
been formed, and ~nder tl:ieir direction, without Mr. J ohnson's kno~v
~e~g'f; an appropnately worded and beautifully illuminated address 

a een p~·epared and framed, "_'hi?h would, when signed, be ire-
sented to him as a mark of apprec1at1on of his services. 1 

Mr. W. KERSHAW EDWARDS seconded the resolution, which was 
supp?rted by Mr. J. B. CowrrAM and Mr. F. G. DKLANO, and canied 
unammously. 

. Mr. JOHNSON briefly replied, and tendered sincere thanks to his 
fnends who ha.cl spoken so kindly of his services. 

The illuminated address was on view. The inscription i as 
follows:-

" w ANDSWORTII COM.b!ON PROT.IJCTION AssoaIAT!ON. 

"tlbbress, 11.c.companiell by a ij;eotimonial, 
"Presented at a Public Meeting held at the School· 
"rooms of St. Michael's Church, Bolingbroke Grove, 

"on the 3rd June, 1891. 
"(COJ.ONBL H01"J'ON1 L,0.0, 1 IN 'I'll]~ OHAIU), 

"~o .l6t>wat·t> Sobnson, .l6sq. 
"vYe the undersigned, Members of the We.ndsworth Common Protection 

Associa~ion and inhabitants of the vicinity of Wandsworth Com~on, 
d ire to co~vey to Mr. Edward Johnson our apprcci!\tion_ of the cmm;~t 
a:,~,,ices he has rendered to the public by his !"~0111-s durmg the pnst , o 
years as honorary secretary of ihe above Assoc1at1on, 

ppesentatlon of an Address to the Hon. Sec. 

, JI hns been indefatigable, able, sagacious, and courteous, and by the 
' 

8 es he has mainly devised and carried in to effect, has stopped and 
"'a.s1ed II serious encroachment on the Common, has greatly improved 
Jlllll' 1 clition and attractiveness, has stimulated and enlightened public 
ilS .°0~irectly or indirectly connected with the, Co=on-in regard to 
~:ights and duties, and has won universal respect and esteem. 

., 1n the contemplation of the results of the work he voluntarily nnder-
d hns so successfully carried through, we trust he may have the 

fDO~ r"ntion attendant on aims achieved and self-imposed duty accom
s-: ~ and of knowing that he carries with him the regard and good 
P~ be '01 all who are acquainted with his good work, and especially of 
ms ••vlio have been associated with him in his arduous labours in con-
ibosC\ . · C nection with the protection and rmprovement of Wandsworth o=on. 

"R. S. Bondall. 
i;.G. Boll. 
Algurnon Hinck. 
h. Stcole. 
G Ennis. 
J. H. Cowh:un. 
O. Inuous, 
R N Stevens. 
F. G. Delano. 
J.B. Tnl4Dl. 
)fr,. Blackbcarcl. 
!lajor 1rhomson. 
Re\·. R. Wing 
W. K, F,dwn1tls. 
r. 'I'rucfitt. 
E. Lli\\TCllCO, 

"Dr. 0mm. 
A. Hcu<lerson. 
Rev. H. Fase. 
Dr. C. Robertson. 
H. Baker. 
W. Muhlcmkamp. 
C. H. Gooclmo.n. 
S. W, Rouch. 
S. Woolgar. 
G. Roberts. 
J. T. Saunders. 
J. Richards. 
J. G. Poynter. 
G. T. Smith. 
W. Ak.hnrst. 
A. Knight. 

"J.P. Moore. 
Rev. C. Todd. 
F. Rose. 
J. T. Cooper. 
W. Hutchonec. 
R. J. Dolphin. 
Dr. A. Thomas. 
Miss Edwards. 
J. H. Stnrk. 
P. Proctor. 
A. Ellett. 
J. L. Diplock. 
J. H. )face. 
F. L. Storey. 
Thomas Dale. 
V. Wood." 

Tbo meeti11g passed a cordial vote of thanks to the Chnirmn.n. 

Presentation of the Signed Address, and Testimonial. 

The Memb~rs of the Testimonial Committee and n. few friends 
mclu<ling Mr. A. Black, Mr. J. H. Cowham, Mr. W. Kershaw Edwards' 
llr. G. Ennis, Mr. 0. Innous, Mr. J. H. hlncc, Mr. J. P. Moore and 
lho_ Rev. Russell Wing, called upon Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, nt 'their 
11l!!dcnce, on Thursday evening, the 25th of Juno. :i\.lr. G. Ennis, at \t request and on behalf of tho Committee and subscribers, requested 
h • Johnson's acceptnnco of tho illuminnted nclclress nm! ,i cheque for 
~• balance of the Tostimoninl Fund; nud in very graceful torms 
ggcd Mrs. J ohnson's nccopt.mce of n most beautiful bouquet. 

1 . Mr. Johnson tendorocl, on bolmlf of Mrs. Johnson nncl himself 
heir gmte[ul thnnks to tho Testimo11i11,l Committee n.nd subscribers' 
[~cs~nt and absent, for the marked kindness of which they woro, that 
1•nmg, mndo ~ho recipients. 



18 Contributions-Receipts and Expenditure, 1890-91, 

Contributions received from March 1st, 1890, to 
July 31st, 1891. 

£ ,. d. £ ,. d. Austin, E. \V. 0 10 6 Brought forward ... 14 10 6 Black, A. . .. I I 0 Longstaff, Dr. G. B .... l 0 0 Buchanan, \V. J. 0 10 0 Peck, Sir Hnnry W., Bart ~:~~r::.s~. 0 5 0 
2 2 0 Pierce, E ... . .. 0 10 0 s 8 0 Ransome, E. R 0 10 0 Cnr);:enter, J. ::: 0 10 6 Richardson. J. I 1 0 Cow am, J. H. 0 10 0 Robert.son, Dr. J. Ch~imcrs.:: 1 1 0 Delano, F. G .... 1 I 0 Shcpbord, C. .. 0 10 0 Dickinson, F . ... l I 0 Smith, G. J .... .. 1 1 0 Diplock, J. L .... 0 5 0 Stoolc, E. l I 0 

Dolphin, R.. G. 0 10 6 Slovens, R. N : .. 1 I 0 
Erlwards, Miss E. A .... 0 10 6 Swnsh. E ,. 1 I 0 
Goodman, H. C. 0 10 6 Tautly, W. H.::: 0 2 G 
Hnslam, H. I I 0 Tapp, A ... 0 10 G 
Illingworth, - 0 10 0 Thomson, Major 0 10 0 
Innons, O. 0 10 0 Vient,- ... 2 2 0 
Johnson, E. 1 l 0 Wing, Rev. Russell I 0 0 
Kimber, H., M.P. l 0 0 Wise, Mrs, I 1 0 

Carried forward 11 10 6 £SO 15 0 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure. 

Fram .Afarch lst, 1890, to July 31st, 1891. 

<rr. EXPENDITURE. RECEIPTS 
£ ,. d. 

To bnlnnco from Inst Account S C 10 lly Printing ... 
£ ,. d. 

... 8 2 G 
,, Snbscri1ltions ... so 16 0 

£SS 15 10 

Advorhaing ... ... 0 18 G 
Incidental , , Postage and 

Exponsos ... 
Balance-

... S II 

In Bank ... 21 8 2 
Leas due to 

TrC48nrcr... 0 4 4 
---21 3 10• 

£88 15 10 

,vo have cxnmincd these nccounts and find them con-cot. 

12th August, I8n!. 

ALOERNON Jll.ACI{, 
OHMOND INNOUS, 

}t1ttditMI, 

. . t.l , Report and incidental 
•The cost of printing, hindi.ng, nud c1lrcu1a.tingl "",·tomt will itis c.,timotcd, 

b 'd t of the nbovo ha. a.nee. T 1cso t • 
expenses, have to o pn.11 I ?"1 . g 11omo £10 io hnud for future contingcnc1cs 
be covered by £10 or£ • oavm 

Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 

To FREDERICK G. DELANO, Esq., Hon. Treasurer, 
18, Baskerville Raad, JVandswarth Ccmimon, S. JV. 

Sir,-I he1·ewith enclose a contribution of 

, in aid of the Association. 

Name-----------------.'---

Full Address ________ ________ _ 

BANKERS: The London and South Western Bank, Limited (Clapham 
Junction Branch). 3, Garfield Terrace, Clapham Junction, S.W. 

Wandsworth Common Protection Association. 

F. G. DELANO, Hon. Treas., 16, Baskerville Rd., Wandsworth Common. 

Received from __________ -,-:. ____ _ 

the sum of ______ pounds ______ "s,hillings 

«nd _____ pence, with thanks. ______ 189_ 
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