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The preservation of 91apham and. Wandsworth Commons for purposes of 

~ealtbful r~creatio1~ • a~d enjoyment i's a question of' deep ifilportance to the owners and . . 
occupiers of property in the neighbourhood and to the Public generally. The present Lord of 

the Manor alaims ,the absolute. ownership of Wands~orth Common,. 'Yith. a c9nsiderable portio~ 

of Clapham Common, and it is desirable for all paFties that the que~tion of right should 

be at once settled, instead of remaining in a state of llncertainty. Within the last quarter of 
... . - .... ~ 

a century Wandsworth Corruinoni has b~eo, .dill).jpisbed to abo_ut qne. l1alf of its former area, and 

eneroachments are continuaBy taking plaeo. IT'he ·-present ·condition of a large portion of the 
( . - . . . . . .,. 

Common, the enclosures whi9h h,ave1..1?een niade, the· ltrisigb'tly'-'h@pa of refuse from the ash-pits 
•• , l .• " ". . • : .• 

of the district, and the char~ct~r of the buildings which have recently been erected, give some 
4.. ~ " ' ... 

idea of the future uses to which th~ rem,ainiqg 150 acres. wiJl_,b!? applied if Lord Spencer's 

claim be established. . .. / . 
(J -~ ., ..... -: ~ •• 

\ It is fel1;, tgato j;his gu_es~ion. ,in~olyes. _i~portant r~gl~t~ and p,rivileges, 

:which tbe CQpyho~~~Fteehold__~r,s -~ml. ,the :rub~(c_ hay~ enjoyed from time immemorial 

without any ~bstruction or hindrance, .. ,and that it should no longer 'be left undetermined. 

The follpwi.ng is a resume of the steps which have recently been taken in 
the matter. 

On the 7Lh of February last M-r. H. W. P_EEI~, ·M.~. for Mid-Surrey, w~ote a letter to 

Mr. BucKJUASTER, of which the· following is ~11 extract : -
• • II I 

"The public may grumble !),8 muqh ·as.1tb,ey 1?lease, that wijl never stop 011croA.dh,ment~ • r inclosl)res. What. 
"I have been thinking of is 'this ; round Clapham Common there are many wealthy gentlemen. some. of whom are 
" Leginning to be alarmed at Lord Spencer declining to renew the lense of that pai•t which belongs to· him,-and in 
"the neighbourhood of Wandsworth, there are many well-to-do peo1'>le. ]J these will pay £4,000 into a; bank, I will 
'' add £1,000, and as a Battersea copyholder, would at once co111mence proceedings to take up everything"irregular during 
'' the legal term, which I believe is 20 yenrs. < • • 

'' I will hold myself bound to this offer till June 1870, but no 'longer. 1' • • '· 

, [P.T.O. 
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In. consequence of a requisition to the Church\~ardens,· infi-uenti;lly -signed; ·a P1Jblic 
Meeting was held in th,e Lammas Hall, 1?attersea, on Monday, the 14th of March which was 
numerously attended, when the follo'Yiug Resolutions were u~~nimously adopted:-

·'' That this Meeting thankfully accepts the generous offer of Mr. PEEK, and pledO'es itself 
• ' . . 0 

to raise as large a propbl'tfon ·as possible of the sum required in the Parish 
of Battersea.'' 

H That a Uomlll.ittee Plil (ormed to carry out the foregoing Resolution, to consist of the 
following Gentlemen, with power to add to their number. 

Mr. JAMES LORD, St. John's Lodge, I 
Mr. C. ECCLES, Lavender Sweep, 

• Mr:. 'F.: BERTOLACCI, .Park Road.· l 
: . . Mr. BICKERDIKE, ~lm Terrave, 

Mr. C. LA1VIBERT, ·w atdsworth-commou; t 
. Mi:. J. C. BUCI{MA,STER, St. John'~ Hill. 

Mr. H. WRITING, Lavender Hill, ' -· 
Mr. M. WHITING, ditto, 
Mr,· NOEL :WHITING, ditto. 
Mr. BASS, Plough-lane. . 
Mr~ E:R.RANSOME·,Wandsworth-common 
Mr. OULDS, 25, J;,avender Road. 

,( That Copies of the above Resolutions be foi·warded to the Vestry Clerks of the Parishes 
of Clapham, Wandsworth. -and Tooting." 

The following sums were promised in , the room :-
Mr. JAMES •LORD £100 0 0 

.•.l M~-. M. w HI TING ' ... ,50 0 0 

Mr. NOEL Wf!.ITING 50 0 0 

Mr. H. WHITING 50 0 0 

Mr. E. RXNSO:fiE 50 0 0 

Mr. C. LAMBERT 25 0 0 

Mr. C. ECCLES 50 0 0 

Mr. J. 'C. BucKMASTER ... 25 0 0 

Subs~quently· promised-Rev. J. S. JENKINSON, 50 0 0 

On Saturday Evening, March 19th, the Committee appointed at the Lammas Hall, mot 
at Mr. CoNDER's School,· Park Road, New Wandsworth,-Mr. JAMES Lo1m in the chair, 
when the following gentlemen were added to the Committee. 

Mr. CUMMINS, Nigntingale Lane, Wandsworth Common. 
Mr. WARRINGTON, ditto ditto 
Mr. J. A. ROSE, ditto ditto 
Mr. G. JENNIN.GS, . ditto ditto 
Mr. TOM TAYLOR, Lavender Sw,eep, 
Mr. NASSAU SENIOR Lavender IIill. 
Mr. HUNTER, 5, Louvaine Road. 
Mr. MILLIS COVENTRY, Fernside, Wandsworth Common. 
Mr. CONDER, Park Road. 
Mr. GRAVELL, Lavender Hill. 
Mr. R. HADFIELD, Spencer Road. 
Mr. J. P. TURNER, Elm Terrace. 

L f St J h 's Lodge and Mr. CnAHLEs It was unanimously resolved that Mr. JAMES om,, o • 0 n , 
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LAMBERT, of the Elms, Wandsworth Common, be appointed Treasurers to the Fund. 

It was also unanimously resolved that Mr. J. C. BucKM.A.STER, of St. John's Hill, and Mr. G. 
BrcKERDIKE, of New Wandsworth, be requested to act as Hon. Secretaries. Mr. CoNDER 
kindly offered the use of his Schoolroom for the meetings of the Committee. 

The present time may be looked upon as a crisis in the affairs relating to the 
-Commons, and you are earnestly entreated to give your utmost aid both in money and influ
ence, in meeting the spirited and liberal offer now made by Mr. PEEK. 

The experience of Mr. PEEK, and his advisers, m conducting proceedings for the 
Preservation of the Commons, afford an ample guarantee that the Fnnd, when raised, will be 
-:ipplied in the most judicious and economical mannel', any balance which may remain at the 
-conclusion of these proceedings will be returned pro rata to the subscribe1·s. 

The time for collecting this fund being limited you will greatly assist the labours of the 
·Committee by at once filling up the attached form, promising the amount yon will contribute 
.and returning the same to one. of the Secretaries or Treasurers. 

Subscriptions will be received by any Member of the Committee, ~r may be placed to the joint account of 
H. W. Peek, Esq., M.P., James Lord, Esq ,, and Charles Lambert, Esq., with the London & ,vestminster Bank, 

Lothbury. 

We are, Sir, 

Yours obediently, 

JAMES LORD, St. John's Lodge, i 
CHARLES LAMBERT, Wandswor4t-common.{ TreaSnrers. 

J. C. BUCKMASTER., St. John's Hill, } . 
GEORGE BICKERDIKE, Elm Terrace, Hon. Secret:mes. 

ft Qf, '2 0 a ft •·e O ft O & rt O Q c> 0 9 4 t " Sr !I I :t e • " .._ 

Fund of £5,000 for the preservation of Wandsworth and 
and Clapham Commons. 

{Suggested by a lette1• f'rom H. W. Peek, Esq., M.P., to M1·. Buckmaster, on the 1th of Feu. 1870.) 

~ 

H. W. PEEK, ESQ., M.P. ... ... ... ... ... ... • • £1,000 

-e[>!<].- • 

/, the undersigned, hereby agree to pay tlte su1n of £ 
.towards the above Fund, on or before the 1st of '.June, 1870. 

Signed .......... ············.···························································:···························~······················································· 

Address ______________ ___, 
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