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property 
ladder, et a 
best cellar 
Space-hungry homeowners are digging 
in with basement conversions that can 
adapt with the family. says Carol Lewis 

bum)Wln~ inlO basoomenl> Os h Igh-qUlIII)' 
",;mI'e .. 'O"' ",0, durablill)' - a rla""'Dm 
and nann) flalU'an,lu'ffi>,nIO .Ieen"!!e 
den and cinema Oefore ".-emUlII)' lum, n~ 
Inlo. QUi'" refug/'forlV"nn;' He",,,'.loo" 
.1 the popular lrentb 'n b .. ...",cnl de:;'grl. 

I 
Cinemaln><'dia I'OO",The",,,, no 
n~ for. roll-du"'n a nema ocreen 
and p<'O}«I o. "'hen <;t.te-of -1~·.1'\ 
60· Inch IC7ftru an doubl. up a.o;l!oe 

ma.m farr" I,· n' and p"",uJt, a lull cinema 
npmmc'l> With the I"", l< orr and Ih. 
"'I'I'OUnd >QUnd turned up. 

W"'I,,_ .. Ihopn .... olkl'" "IOn 
.... &"1 " has falItn oharpl)' Ul """"I y<>u>
A,~ abouI .. mpl. hard..;l"", ,n.uILi 110"" 
thal at""" Y"" 10""", atl )'00' m","c and 
video.., ed.u Y",,'COmfl\ll<und 
pb)'eddJ=t!ylolIwWihoddtn'j> ~ 
'"lM~ .. """ .. mpbol,· and 
qualin: Mm;5ld'1edroff rnanaprll! 
"'""-"tor o!The Oo.100'd & LDndon IIu ,Idl"ll 
o 

2 
"·I ... ""Uan~WI""a> I ..... 
and .. ,lk·In(dla"lho" .... 
temp<nIU", hurnidll)' and ~I 
wnlrol1e;l",c Lf>C1aO,If'Ij/I, polI<I1 

.nd _ '1IOOI'J"'''''Iid, nl"I>ak'm""I 
,·,ne""",,'.' Th' 1.<, lint .. """,...,. ,...,., 
"., .... roll" t"", Vl!.!bl. ·w.1Iroijtn "'" 
''', n be<pol.l' .. mr cri W'I; .. ,. , ..... ton.rl 
I h., lit" "nl y, ndud.-- Ihr .'fIl'<1lid -

3 
wt;n.,lfj'"ulackenough 
01f·!1 reel par'ing 'I"''''' for mo .. 
Ihano"e"",o,""nl tokep _mu, 
Mlon Martin DB50utofsighL 

Ihen a ca, I in mi~hl be thelh jng 10'YOlL 
Un to 1 hree rnr< can be ,tacl<o-d 
"n d...-grr>und and c.1 ~ up al lhe press of 
a bunon, J. on .. IIond·'tyle. I """",>ing 
"u mbe" 01 at)· d"'~II"" are disgong a 
ca. Ilflal th~ .. m.timea; Ih.;- digth. 
ba.",ment 

4 
Appronlrol Forgetcompticated 
in tegr.lted control S)'Sie"" with 
n>rnpln oontrol panels. 
tn.'n<b<u..-. are controlling the" 

ho"",,, """11' Phone app'- S i mpl;' p"'" a 
bulton On ywr, Phone to con1rol ""'od. 
he<ltm~ar.dhghl!n~ ~"noneed 
tobu) 'npn:rruumsoft .. ~th .. .
b,,~ ofho"",,,,,,,tml is breakmg 
i""W><I ,n proHdi"ll,lJonIabl. "" "110",: 
~'cl!tdroff ,..t·~ 

5 
PlaJnKHn· AhnuI<IOJ!o'r"""'''' 
tlwl """,,I>th.il,,·emn>en 
"'d udr a pl ... room: Rlmanl ~. 
rwndrr of U!bo". 1I.1sements. 

.or. Man) Il"OPlocho<>«-torombonea 
1'1lI" op,mpl.pp.." .."h. home 
........... ,....lhot .l>omntai .... II"f!OI'OU'. 
amount of cupOO.rd Sp.cr In "'hich '-"Y' 
an 11 ... ",«1 Th"k'<'JIStM~wtof 
LI!jIhl and can h..!p to baianct' Ib., l .... nH 
']1_ In \ 'Ictonan hou. .... ., th.a I can be". b!I 
101' ~"''}'' 

that you .hould ""I}' out: 

Vis; I 01 I.as I t" 0 ,."""nll), 
rompMet! proj",,!s a"" 
lake ",fe",n".,.. 

Find oul ho,,' long the 
romp"n)" h"" lradod 
under i!scu,,.,,nl mime 
nnd ch""k i!s cf'\'fJ It ",1 i nit. 

Digging more Ih.n Un! 
ben ... th )'ou r """Ii "!l 
f""n""lio ... ""1ul..,. a 
'''I} <pecifi" Iyl'" or risk> 
i ... uranee. M.bsurelhOl 
Ih~ ronlr<><1orh,..!his. 

Ci><'d< QUOle<. A Ii>.ed 
plit<' .hwld bej",' 'hal. 
Mk p"" lou.-iienl, h"" 
" '.lltheron!"'<I,,, kepi 
to Ihe quol«l pri".... 

For a<lngk> <I~' 
b .. ~""'n' "nd",;OII' 
hm''''l'ou ._Id alia" 
r",," "10'''' mel",.,.,.1 of 
n,OO(l.(2.'>OO pi'" VAT 
lor Ihe , !""<lu ,,,I .. '011<, 
~od £!IOO-U.500 piu, 
VAT forlilllnll ouL 

6 
llilll; l'OO""A.tltH>f-the-an 
ullht)' room" on. of 1 h. mo,t 
I"'Pul., features ofb"""""" I 
con", ... ,on. 1I'."",nOl talking 

.ooul a '" pboa rd fo, a ..... h'"~ machine 
• nd d r; 'c, _. I he", i n ""'P''''''' 101> of 
,I o",~"" "ddi t lonal fnd~e Or free",,,pa<'I' 
"nd inll'wol dryi l\jl an d ai Ii ns rupboan1< 
WIIh Indefll'ndenl h''',n~.nde''',"cl,on. 

7 
Lnd"'l:round ,",'Iru Anob>'ious 
choice be<;."", !hey can be tu,ked 
InlO' n "n:'3 Ihal does nol roqui .. 
n" I u,"lll~ hI, leo" ng I h" lro n I and 

.... 1' "flh" b"""menl, ",hen.' 1'l0t"dlure 
l"""lod. for bedrooms and hvi ng a ....... 

8 
S,,;mmlnllpoaITh.fash,on rot 
d," k)· ronl", -flow rool, has 
p"",«I - u" le""; O\! c:m fit ,tleast. 
• !().mel re~ngl~ lap pool in )'<lUT 

'" ' • .',,"'nt ,t '" Lmpl)' not ~ unh 'he "",1. y. 
Bu I for 'h ..... "'11 h 11", 'pa"". a pool. ~m 
.",hl'> ". cool rom bin, non. 

9 
'.nn' n.tJl ..... "~ed.n 
~m"u m .... S<J>a""" """"' can be ,n,,'flIO'" 1«11 0.1<> Ihe de<1gI>. 
l 'I ,I ,t>' room.~an double up os 

",,,,11 ~'l<h,'n' \bn)' I""'plo<lJUI off"'llh 
a nan"; fLu "·h"'lh~,h'ld"", ... )'_ 
and ron"crl ,I to II""n.g<' den "'hen the 
<hold rm ~ro"· up. ~I ",pIa,1ti. 

1 0 
Qul ..... uch /.looIO> Th .... 
un ... doubl,·., lheguW 
room" il h ~n ","e 0/10"'''' 
""'"' .• d uaj·pufJl'l'l' 'I'>"" 

JI {I",.,. nd "f OK' M ",mont, h .. allo .. , 
fll'3Cl' .nd qu ,,,I f". ~'''' 
ollK.ro.ok: "Ibu r; b"...menls.rom: 
<.rduk ...... uk -

.... ,.,..,.,"" an ~ 
""mbind in 1>1. ........ 01>; 
th".,., .. ilh mo", ",""" 

on 01'-0 in,lolI. "'u"". 
l P 10 thfft CO" con be 
'I.Id!NI uM""""",nd 
lL"n~. ca. lift. I~ft 
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